
Shackadell 

 

Children and parents sometimes worry about the 

transition from Preschool to Reception but please come 

to see any of our team (Miss Davis, Mrs Hudspith, or 

Mrs Jackson) if you or your child is worried about 

anything, rather than Mrs Haigs.  See Mrs Haigs for 

anything about money, absences, admin things! 

 

Snacks! 

 

The children are given healthy snacks every morning.  If 

your child is not having milk then they will have water at 

snack time.  The children know that they are free to 

have a drink from their water bottle whenever they 

wish.  

 

Dinner Times 

 

At dinner time the Reception children sit with a mixture 

of children from their class and Key Stage 1 (5-7). They 

get to choose their lunch from a choice of 3 colour 

coded meals. Please could you make sure your child has 

the correct coloured dot on their hand before they 

come into the classroom.  Water is available on the 

tables at dinner time. 

 

Break Times and Assembly 

 

Due to the time restraints from the Early Years 

Curriculum the children will be having break time with 

the rest of the school on a Thursday. They can bring a 

pocket toy in for those times and lunchtime.  Please 

make sure the pocket toy fits in their coat pocket and 

isn’t valuable! The children will be going into achievement 

assembly every Tuesday.  Achievement assembly is a 

great celebration of success at our school and parents 

are very welcome to attend and celebrate with us.  If 

your child has achieved anything at home please tell us 

so they can be involved.  Achievements can be anything 

from learning to ride a bike, tying up shoe laces to 

receiving a swimming certificate.  Achievement assembly 

is from 9:30 – 9:45 on a Tuesday. 

PE 

 

Your child is expected to keep their PE kit in school 

Monday to Friday for planned and spontaneous activities. 

However Shackadell will be having a gymnastics and 

games lesson with a sports coach every week on Monday 

and Thursdays.  

 

Please check that all of your child’s uniform is 

named? 

 

A day in the life! 

 

The school doors open at 8.45 and the children need to 

be in school by 8.55 as the gate is locked then.  The 

children will self register by putting their name on their 

dinner colour. Your child will then need to find their 

name card by an activity and join in with that.  During 

the morning the children will do many fun activities 

including a class assembly, phonics, Literacy, Numeracy 

and Child Initiated Learning.  In Child initiated learning 

they will be allowed to choose what to play with.  Do not 

worry, all the activities set out will be designed to move 

their learning on!  In this time they will choose to have 

their snack and come to our snack table with their 

friends.  During the week they will also enjoy other 

activities such as music, PE, science, etc  

 

In the afternoons they again will spend time choosing in 

Child Initiated Learning and other lessons such as music, 

dance, art etc 

Reading 

The Reception children will be given reading books to 

take home.  I cannot stress enough how important it is 

to hear your child read daily and to still have a bedtime 

story.  At this age children need to be immersed in as 

much language as they can.  Teaching nursery rhymes is 

also another great step in helping your child with their 

reading and writing. 

 

We will have a reading meeting later on in the term to 

discuss the teaching of phonics and our school’s reading 

scheme.  

 

Parent Helpers 

 

Parent helpers are always greatly received especially 

with reading – 8:45-9:30. 

 

Also if you would like to help in an afternoon that would 

be great.   If you would like to come in and help we 

always allow a settling in period for the children and ask 

for you to get a CRB form from Mrs Haigs in the office.  

These normally take around 6 weeks to come back. 

 

Things you can do with your child to help them get 

ahead. 

 

Encourage them to take responsibility for their own 

things: coats, book bag, book, homework etc. 

Hear them read daily and spend time looking at books 

and a bedtime story. 

Counting games and rhymes. 

 

 

Late Book 

If your child is late please remember to bring them to 

the office and sign them into the late book.  Also please 

write the reason your child is late. 

 

If your child is absent due to illness please notify the 

school on the day of absence.  When your child returns 

to school they will be given an absence slip for you to 

state the reason and date of absence, or you can send 

them back in with a letter about why they were absent. 


