
 

  

Diary Dates 
Tuesday 31st January: School nurse visit 
(Shackadell) 
Tuesday 31st January: Year Four visit to 
Bayfordbury Observatory (5pm) 
Thursday 2nd February: Year Five and Six visit to 
Bayfordbury Observatory (5pm) 
Friday 3rd February: Non-uniform day to raise 
money for ASD. 
Friday 10th February: PTFA Valentines Discos (KS1 
5-6pm, KS2 6:30-7:30pm) 
Monday 13th-Friday 17th February: Half term break 
Monday 27th February: Shackadell Class to Gordon 
Craig Theatre. 
Thursday 2nd March: World Book Day 
Friday 3rd March: PTFA Aston’s Got Talent (Village 
Hall) 
Monday 13th March: Parent Teacher Consultations 
3:30pm-6:00pm 
Thursday 16th March: Parent Teacher Consultations 
3:30pm – 7:20pm 
Friday 24th March: Reward Day 
Tuesday 28th March: Easter Breakfast 
Friday 31st March: Easter Service. Egg rolling and 
decoration competitions. Term finishes at 1:00pm. 
PTFA Easter Egg hunt after school 
Tuesday 18th April: Children return to school for the 
summer term 
Friday 28th April: PTFA Non-uniform day – 
Coronation Hamper Donations 
Sunday 31st April: Choir to sing at The Royal Albert 
Hall 
Friday 5th May: PTFA Non-uniform day. Coronation 
Jolly Jars and Rainbow Raffle Hamper Draw 
Monday 8th May: School Closed – Coronation Bank 
Holiday 
Tuesday 9th May – Friday 12th May: Year Six SATs 
assessments 
Saturday 1st July: PTFA Summer Fete 

 

 

As this is our first newsletter of 2023, we would 
like to wish all our families a happy and 
successful new year. A new year brings with it 
the hope and optimism of new beginnings; we 
will be exploring the value of hope in our class 
and school worship over the coming weeks. 
Towards the end of this newsletter, we have 
included some ideas which you may find helpful 
should you wish to explore the value of ‘hope’ 
and have fun together with your child at home. 

 

As you will see from the dates list, we have a 
busy and exciting term ahead - including trips 
and extra-curricular opportunities. Years Four, 
Five and Six are soon to spend an evening at 
Bayfordbury Observatory and Shackadell Class 
are heading to the Gordon Craig theatre for a 
performance of ‘Tales from Acorn Wood’ by one 
of their favourite authors – Julia Donaldson. 
Stevenage FC are now offering after school 
football coaching to children in Years One – Six. 
Netball club starts after school this Friday for 
pupils in Years Four – Six. Cookery club continues 
to be very popular and is always well-attended 
by all classes. Early in February, a team of Year 
Five and Six pupils will be representing Aston St. 
Mary’s at the Hertfordshire Cross Country 
Championships; they are currently training for 
this every morning with Miss Avis. Good luck to 
the team. 

We wish all of our families a happy and relaxing 
weekend. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/2023 

SPRING TERM 

Thursday 5th January 2023 to Friday 31st March 2023 

HALF TERM Break - Monday 13th February 2023 to Friday 

17th February 2023 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 18th April 2023 to Wednesday 19 July 2023 

Monday 8th May: SCHOOL CLOSED Coronation Day 

HALF TERM Break - Monday 29th May 2023 to Friday 2nd 

June 2023 

INSET DAYS – SCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday 17th April 2023 

Thursday 20th July 2023 and Friday 21st July 2023 

 

 

Shining Stars were 

awarded to: 

Alfie, Jessica, Ollie, 

Vaaris 

 

Merit Certificates were 

awarded to: 

Finley, Isadora, Cotis, Ben, 

Jack, Kyra, Izzy, Oliver, Eli, 

Ellis, Pixie, Jadon, Vaaris, 

Flynn, Lucas, Ted, George, 

Azariah, Orlagh, Jack, 

Darcie, Nathaniel, Liam, 

Daniel, Teddy, Paris, Harry 

B, Evie 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 

 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please log onto 

your School Gateway account via the 

website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £2.90 per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


 
 

  

“The more that you read, the more things you will 
know. The more that you learn, you more places you will 

go.”  
– Dr. Seuss 

At Aston St. Mary’s, we work hard to instill a passion for reading in all our pupils. To put it simply, 
reading increases life chances.  This is why reading is always prioritised in our school.  It is a skill that 
most of us take for granted and is essential for being able to get on in life. As a child grows up, being 
able to read well not only enables them to discover new facts and to learn at school, but also opens 
them up to a world of new ideas, stories and opportunities.  
 
Research shows children who read for pleasure will achieve more than those who don’t in later 
life. Studies have proved that an early love of reading can have life-long benefits resulting in academic 
success at GCSE level, ‘A’ level and beyond as well as higher income earning potential in adult life.  
 
On starting school, higher achieving pupils already understand an average of 7,100 root words whilst 
others may know 3,000 or fewer. The importance of spoken language cannot be underestimated; if a 
child aged five has poor oral language, the reading gap widens by an average of five years by the time 
the child is fourteen. Pupils who come to school with a reduced vocabulary find it more challenging 
to access meaning from reading and therefore read less because they find it challenging. As a result, 
they learn fewer words. On the other hand, pupils with wider vocabularies read more because it is less 
challenging and as a result further increase their vocabularies. 
 
To truly learn new words in the course of reading, children need to: 

• Read widely enough to encounter a lot of unfamiliar words, 
• Read texts complex enough to contain a number of unfamiliar words, 
• Have the skills to infer meaningful information from the context, 
• Encounter the word(s) a number of times. 

 
“You can’t build a vocabulary without reading.  You can’t meet friends if you…stay at home by yourself all the 
time.  In the same way, you can’t build up a vocabulary if you never meet any new words.  And to meet them 

you must read. The more you read the better…’ Rudolf Flesch 
 

We are proud of our well-stocked library and class book corners at Aston St. Mary’s; these are being 
continually updated with new titles and authors for our pupils to enjoy. Please do encourage your 
child to read daily at home and to talk about their reading. 
 
You really cannot give your child a greater gift in life then finding time to enjoy books together – 

no matter how busy our family lives can be, a few minutes with a book is absolutely key! 

 
 

 



Celebrating Christingle at Aston St. Mary’s 

 

 

 

 

  

We enjoyed our Christingle 

celebration on Tuesday 10
th

 

January. We made our own 

Christingles in the morning and 

learnt about the symbolism of 

each part. In the afternoon our 

Christingle worship was led by 

Mrs Bird. 

 



Class News 
 

  

Shackadell Class 

In Shackadell Class, we have come back to school with a bang, a crash and a wham! We are learning 

all about Superheroes and have been creating our own mini-me heroes! We chose a super name, 

made masks, shared costume ideas and decided what kinds of powers we would have. We have also 

been creating costumes during child-initiated learning by using large pieces of fabric and pegs. We 

have been enjoying 'There is a Superhero in your book' by Tom Fletcher and 'Supertato' by Sue 

Hendra and Paul Linnet. We made 'Supertato' story maps to help us to remember the story and even 

drew our own ideas.

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

In our English lessons this half term, we have been reading the book ‘Last Stop on Market Street’ by Matt 
De La Pena.  We felt empathy for characters, used role-play, learned about past tenses, spotted and created 
expanded noun-phrases and looked at suffixes and how they change the meaning of the root words.  We 
then made a story board and wrote a diary recount as if we were the main character. We will be creating 
our own version of the book in context to our own life experience. 

In History, we have been learning about how historians use objects to help them find information about the 
past. We had some mystery objects and had to think about what they told us about Queen Elizabeth I. We 
learned that she banned her courtiers from wearing cloaks so they could easily get out their swords if she 
was attacked; she passed a law that you had to wear woollen hats on Sunday to support the wool industry; 
she rode horseback rather than in a carriage.  She was famous for her public speaking to her subjects; she 
spoke six different languages and William Shakespeare was one of England’s most famous playwrights who 
wrote and performed for the queen. 

 

 



Class News 
 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

It has been lovely to have Haffydown back after the festive break and we have dived back into our learning.  

We are continuing our learning about Antarctica. Last week, the children created their own glaciers and 
icebergs from playdough to understand how they are formed. Below are some pictures that show the 
different models they have made. 

Our book ‘The Emperor’s Egg’ has tied in with our learning about Antarctica and the class have been 
imagining what it would be like for the male emperor penguins, who cannot eat (for 2 months!) whilst they 
look after their egg.  

This half term, the children will be doing forest school which will be a wonderful experience for them.  They 
started off forest school by listening to different bird song and how to identify the different birds.  

 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

In English, we are enjoying our new poetry unit, based on the anthology Spaced Out by Brian Moses 

and James Carter. We have looked at a range of different poems already and have considered their 

organisation and structure. We were inspired by some of the shape poems and had fun re-designing 

the poem, The Big Bang by J. Patrick Lewis. 

 
Year Five have already shown an impressive understanding of equivalent fractions in Maths and are 

looking forward to building on this to deepen their understanding. We have also been impressed by 

Year Four’s understanding of measuring, estimating and calculating with different measures.  

In Science, Year Four have started learning about the digestive system. In our first lesson, we learned 

all about the purpose of our teeth! We used mirrors and plasticine to build models of our own 

incisors, canines, premolars and molars. We built on this this week and can now describe the journey 

of food as it travels through our bodies. 

 

 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 
We have had a busy start to the term and have made lots of progress in our learning already. This term is a 
very important term for Year Six as they prepare for Secondary transition in September and their SATs 
assessments in May. The children have a fantastic attitude to learning and are always keen to achieve their 
very best.  

 

 

In English, we are focussing on mystery and suspense. 
We began by reading ‘The Watertower’ by Gary Crew. 
The children wrote diary entries as if they were one of 
the boys in the story. We have now moved on to the 
longer book ‘Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen. We 
have been analysing how the author builds mystery and 
suspense at the beginning of the book. 

 

 

Algebraic reasoning is the focus of our 
learning in Maths. We have been using 
Cuisenaire to model abstract 
calculations and build upon our 
understanding of the order of 
operations (BODMAS/BIDMAS). 

In Science, we have begun our learning 
about the Earth in Space; we are very 
excited about our forthcoming trip to 
Bayfordbury Observatory.  

 

 

In Art, we are learning about the work of Peter Thorpe who created space-themed pictures on an abstract 
background. We began by experimenting with oil pastels, chalk and charcoal to create these fantastic 
pictures! 

 



 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-first-aid-mhfa-1-day-course-for-parents-carers-tickets-469894947437


 



 

 



 


