
Progression in RE
at Aston St. Mary’s School



Understanding Christianity
This progression document looks more closely at how Aston St Marys School implements the teaching of Christianity 
across the school. The way that lessons are sequenced and how they progress across year groups is key to creating 
children who are theologically literate.

We want pupils to understand Christianity.

There are eight core concepts at the heart of Christianity that pupils need to understand. These concepts tell 
the ‘big story’ of the Bible

Pupils will encounter these 
concepts a number of times as 
they move through the school.



Knowledge building blocks
They build up their understanding — we’ve identified ‘knowledge building 

blocks’ related to each concept.

Pupils will encounter these concepts, and teachers will teach them through key questions, using a 
model with three elements. This develops pupils’ abilities to make sense of texts related to the core 

concepts, to understand the impact of belief in these concepts in the lives of Christians and the 
Christian community, and to make connections beyond the concepts with other learning, including 

pupils’ own responses.

Each pupil’s development in these three elements is assessed 
against end-of-phase outcomes.

GOAL: Theologically literate pupils! Able to make sense of texts and varied interpretations, to 
understand the impact of beliefs in the lives of Christians, and to make connections to wider 

learning and to themselves.



Incarnation
This progression document looks closely at the core concept of Incarnation and how the concept is explored 

through the three stages:

• Making sense of the text: developing pupils’ skills of reading and interpretation; understanding how 
Christians interpret, handle and use biblical texts; making sense of the meanings of texts for Christians.

• Understanding the impact: examining ways in which Christians respond to biblical texts and teachings, and 
how they put their beliefs into action in diverse ways within the Christian community and in the world.

• Making connections: evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the texts and concepts studied, and 
discerning possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world.

Each year the pupils will also build on their knowledge building blocks within the core concept of incarnation in 
Christianity.



Shackadell (EYFS)
Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas?

In the EYFS the teaching of RE, although once a week in a discrete lesson, can be seen through a number of different 

activities across the week. The ‘Making connections’ element of the approach is woven throughout all activities during 
Child Initiated learning.

The following evidence shows some examples of how the core concept of incarnation has been explored by pupils in the 

EYFS.

Knowledge building blocks

• Know who Jesus is and what the Bible says about his birth.

• Know the key characters in the Nativity story.
• Know that Jesus was a special baby who grew up in to an important man.

Outcomes by the end of this unit

Say what they know about Jesus and his birth. Explain that there are other stories in the Bible about Jesus.

Talk about what Christians do at Church during this period of time.

Retell the Christmas story through singing and acting.

Talk about how we can share love and the love of God at Christmas.



Shackadell (EYFS)

I am a shepherd. We look 
after our sheep.
How did you find out about 
Jesus?
The angels told us.

I am Joseph. We went 
to Bethlehem to have 
baby Jesus.

I am a King. I brought Jesus a present –
frankincense.
How did you find Jesus? 
I followed a star.

Having thought about why Christians perform 
Nativity plays, the children performed their 
own nativity play in the church. 

Pupils are able to 
capture their learning 
in words and images 
such as this nativity 
scene with labels. 



Peartree (Year 1 and 2)
Why does Christmas matter to Christians?

Pupils in KS1 will begin to understand some of the main beliefs and practices of Christianity. It is not necessary for pupils

to grasp the ‘big story’ in any detail, but they should begin to see that most Christians see this wider ‘big story’, but it 
helps to see where incarnation fits. They build on their knowledge about the birth of Jesus and the impact it has on 

Christians thinking carefully about why the birth of Jesus matters so much to Christians today.

Knowledge building blocks 

• Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he was born as a baby in Bethlehem. 

• The Bible points out that his birth showed that he was extraordinary (for example, he is worshipped as a king, in 

Matthew) and that he came to bring good news (for example, to the poor, in Luke). 

• Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth; Advent for Christians is a time of getting ready for Jesus’ coming.

Outcomes by the end of this unit

Give a clear, simple account of the story of Jesus’ birth and why Jesus is important for Christians. 

Recognise that stories of Jesus’ life come from the Gospels. 

Give examples of ways in which Christians use the story of the nativity to guide their beliefs and actions at Christmas. 

Decide what they personally have to be thankful for at Christmas time..



Peartree (Year 1 and 2)
The pupils have been thinking about 
preparing for a special arrival and the 
preparations you would need to make for 
the arrival of a new baby.



Peartree (Year 1 and 2)

The pupils have been thinking 
about how we know that 
Christmas is coming and what 
signs they can see around them.



Haffydown (Year 2 and 3)
What is the Trinity?

Here the pupils begin to explore not just the incarnation of Jesus but how he relates to God as the Father and also the 

Holy Spirit. It builds on the knowledge of the miraculous birth of Jesus and how God sent him to Earth. It also builds on 
the understanding that he came to bring good news and how he lived his life with God and the Holy Spirit as he was older.

Knowledge building blocks 

• Christians believe God is Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

• Christians believe The Father creates; he sends the Son who saves his people; the Son sends the Holy Spirit to his 

followers. 

• Christians find that understanding God is challenging; people spend their whole lives learning more and more about 

God. 

• Christians really want to try to understand God better and so try to describe God using symbols, similes and 
metaphors, in song, story, poems and art. 

• Christians worship God as Trinity. It is a huge idea to grasp and Christians have created art to help to express this 

belief. 

• Christians believe the Holy Spirit is God’s power at work in the world and in their lives today, enabling them to follow 

Jesus. 



Haffydown (Year 2 and 3)
What is the Trinity?

Outcomes by the end of this unit

Identify the difference between a ‘Gospel’, which tells the story of the life and teaching of Jesus, and a letter. 

Offer suggestions about what texts about baptism and Trinity might mean. 

Give examples of what these texts mean to some Christians today. 

Describe how Christians show their beliefs about God the Trinity in worship (in baptism and prayer, for example) and in 

the way they live. 

Make links between some Bible texts studied and the idea of God in Christianity, expressing clearly some ideas of their 

own about what the God of Christianity is like.



Haffydown (Year 2 and 3)
The pupils are identifying the difference between a 
Gospel which tells the story of the life and teaching of 
Jesus and a letter. They use imagery to express their 
ideas.

The pupils look at and compare the works of 
Verrochio and Daniel Bonnell who created paintings 
based on the baptism of Jesus by John – Matthew 
3:11-17. They use traditional and modern images 
when looking at the same story.

“John is pouring water on Jesus’ head – he is 
baptising him. The cross is the sign of 
Christians and the dove is a sign of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Isabel)

“John is baptising Jesus with Holy 
water. The Spirit of God is at the top, 
under the dove which represents 
peace.” (James)



Puddlebridge (Year 4 and 5)
Is the Christmas story true?

Here the pupils begin to be more critical of the information that they are given. The purpose of this unit is to explore 

eyewitness accounts and begin to understand that these are subjective and, even though we may have seen the same 
thing, we each see things through our own lens. Pupils use images of the Nativity to explore how this can be represented 

differently and how they can show differences. Pupils also think about what it means to say something is ‘true’ and how 

different accounts have an impact on this. Pupils identify different types of ‘truth’ - historical, scientific and personal, and 

analyse which of these are the ‘most important’.

Knowledge building blocks 

• Christians believe Jesus is the Incarnation of God on Earth. God gave Jesus to the Earth to show people how to lead 

good lives, forgive them for the things they do wrong and prove to them (through his resurrection) that there is life 

after death. 

• Know that there are different accounts of the ‘Christmas story’ and that these are found in the Gospels. These different 

eyewitness accounts tell the same story but from a different persons perspective.

• Know that 25th December is not the actual date of Jesus’ birth and look at the facts of the birth of Jesus.



Puddlebridge (Year 4 and 5)
Is the Christmas story true?

Outcomes by the end of this unit

Evaluate different accounts of the Christmas story and understand that stories can be true in different ways.

Explain how ‘true’ could mean different things to different people, and how stories can be ‘true’ in different ways. 

Explain the Christian belief that Jesus was the Incarnation of God. 

Express an opinion on whether the Christmas story is true and what this might mean to Christians. 

Give an opinion on whether a favourite story is ‘true’ and explain why. 

Identify different sources of the Christmas story and explain the meaning of Christmas to Christians (Incarnation). 

Explain my own opinion on whether the Christmas story is true and say what Christians might think of my opinion.



Puddlebridge (Year 4 and 5)
Pupils are thinking about how different versions of the same event can be found and 
that these are dependent on eyewitness accounts. Pupils are starting to be able to 
justify their thoughts in response to what they are learning.



Puddlebridge (Year 4and 5)

Pupils are being 
analytical and critical 
of the sources that 
they are given. They 
are able to clearly 
articulate the 
information they 
have been presented 
as well as being able 
to give their own 
personal views. 
Pupils are exploring 
how opinions differ 
and how this affects 
themselves and 
Christians today.



Danes (Year 5 and 6)
Was Jesus the Messiah?

Here the pupils have to examine the ‘big story’ of the Bible and locate the core concepts throughout the story. Pupils look 

carefully at the Old Testaments and the prophecies that were made about a future ;messiah’. They realise that Jewish 
people do not believe that Jesus is the promised ‘messiah’ or ‘anointed one’. Pupils are able to examine evidence and 

make their own conclusions which they articulate well. Pupils also think about whether the Christmas celebration has lost 

it’s meaning to commercialism and how Christians try to bring peace, good news and show Jesus’ love during this season.

Knowledge building blocks 

• Know that Jesus was Jewish.

• Christians believe that his birth, life, death and resurrection were part of a longer plan by God to restore the 
relationship between humans and God.

• The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ – a messiah. Some texts talk about what this ‘messiah’ 

would be like.

• Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled these expectations, and that he is the Messiah. (Jewish people do not think Jesus 

is the Messiah).

• Christians see Jesus as their Saviour.



Danes (Year 5 and 6)
Was Jesus the Messiah?

Outcomes by the end of this unit

• Explain the place of Incarnation and Messiah within the bigger story of the Bible.

• Identify Gospel and prophecy texts, using technical terms.

• Explain connections between biblical texts, incarnation and Messiah, using theological terms.

• Show how Christians put their beliefs about Jesus’ incarnation into practice in different ways in celebrating Christmas.

• Comment on how the idea that Jesus is the Messiah makes sense in the wider story of the Bible.

• Weigh up how far the idea that Jesus is the Messiah – a Saviour from God – is important in the world today and, if it is 

true, what difference that might make in people’s lives.



Danes (Year 5 and 6)
Pupils are thinking about 
how Christians put their 
beliefs about Jesus’ 
incarnation into practice in 
different ways when 
celebrating Christmas.  They 
research presentaid.org and 
urbanoutreach.co.uk to see 
how Christian practically 
show the love of Jesus at 
Christmas. 



Danes (Year 5 and 6)
Pupils are able to weigh up 
how far this idea that Jesus is 
the Messiah – a Saviour from 
God – is important in the 
world today and, if it is true, 
what difference that might 
make to people’s lives.


