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Writing at Aston St. Mary's
At Aston St. Mary's, our reading spine provides a wide
and varied range of high-quality texts which teachers
develop into text-based teaching sequences as a
stimulus for writing. The teaching of grammar is
embedded within these sequences and is therefore
taught within the context of the text before being
applied in writing. Some sequences of learning are
based upon Herts for Learning units, some are taken
from the Bob Cox 'Opening Doors' resources and
others are texts chosen to enrich and enhance our
wider curriculum. We are continually updating our
reading spine to incorporate newly published books,
ensure diversity and to meet the needs of particular
cohorts.
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Early Years

In the EYFS, children are taught to read and
write through daily phonics lessons.
We follow ‘Little Wandle for Letters and
Sounds revised', a complete systematic,
synthetic phonics programme. The
programme is effective and ensures learning
stays in children’s long-term memory and
enables children to apply their learning to
become highly competent readers and
writers. The children use their phonics
knowledge independently and apply it to
their own writing in a natural way once they
have been taught the phonemes that they
need. Here the children have been learning
about Superheroes. They are using the
phonics knowledge they have been taught in
phases 2 and 3 to write descriptions and
speech bubbles about characters.



Year One
In Year One, children learn to
sequence sentences to form short
narratives. They include some
story language and patterns
following models and they enjoy
re-telling familiar stories.
Children in Year One write
single clause sentences and also
learn to join two clauses using
the co-ordinating conjuction
'and'. Sentences are punctuated
using a capital letter and a full
stop, question mark or
exclamation mark.



Year Two
During Year Two, children begin to write their own
narratives with a sequence of events building upon their
knowledge and use of story language. They learn to adapt
familiar stories with events in sequence and they begin to
include some dialogue. Their narrative writing begins to
include some description of characters and setting. They use
complete sentences which are grouped together to tell
different parts of the story, linking their ideas with
conjunctions.



Year Three

As pupils move into Year Three, they begin to
develop events in a narrative sequence. As
writers, they begin to include language more
likely to be found in written texts rather than
spoken language. Dialogue is used within
story writing and this can be used to reveal
details about character. Writing will include
some detail in the description of setting as
well as characters' feelings or motives. Pupils
begin to select vocabulary appropriate to the
purpose. Writing is enhanced by the inclusion
of a range of conjunctions and adverbs.
Pupils will use a variety of sentence structures
including single clause and multi-clause
sentences (using both co-ordinating and
subordinating conjunctions). Understanding
of punctuation from Key Stage One will be
embedded during Year Three. They will use
inverted commas for direct speech and use
commas in lists as well as beginning to use
them to demarcate clauses.



Year Four

Pupils in Year Four write narratives with increasing
development of detail across the sequence of events.
They begin to develop mood and atmosphere,
including dialogue between characters. These
characters are described both physically and through
their actions and speech whilst settings are described
across the text. Events are clearly sequenced showing
how one event leads to another, using appropriate
conjunctions and adverbials. Variation of sentence
construction will continue to be a focus in Year Four;
pupils become more secure and deliberate in their use
of single and multi-clause sentences using an
increasing range of co-ordinating and subordinating
conjunctions appropriately. During Year Four,
children refine their use of punctuation to include
commas after fronted adverbials, apostrophes to mark
plural possession and accurate punctuation of direct
speech (including end punctuation and starting on a
new line).



Year Five
During Year Five, pupils begin to experiment with form in narrative writing. They learn to adapt their writing to
distinguish between the language of speech and written texts. An appropriate balance is maintained between dialogue and
narrative. Some aspects of characterisation are developed through what characters say and do and this is beginning to be
integrated within a text. Setting descriptions, characterisation and action are woven together. Expressive and
figurative language is used to create mood and atmosphere. Vocabulary, word order and punctuation begin to be used for
effect and pupils consciously control sentence structures.



Year Five



Year Six

Pupils in Year Six use a variety of narrative structures
and they choose the appropriate register. Elements of
dialogue, action and description are blended across the
text ensuring a balance between dialogue and
narration. Characters are developed through what
they say and what they do whilst setting description is
woven in throughout the text. Expressive and
figurative language is used to create mood and
atmosphere. Paragraphing is used deliberately to pace
writing which flows cohesively within and across
paragraphs. Grammatical structures and now secure
and a range of punctuation is used precisely and
accurately.
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