
Progression in Geography
at Aston St. Mary’s School

Geographical Enquiry



Geographical Enquiry at Aston St. Mary’s School

Teachers plan engaging lessons that use an enquiry
based approach. Children are encouraged to
discover new knowledge and piece together
understanding for themselves by using different
sources of information. Several lessons can be
spent solving an enquiry and most lessons feature
aspects of enquiry based learning in some way.
Each lesson begins with a “Learning Question”
which children should then be able to answer by
the end. We understand that children need to be
supported to appreciate how enquiry is a common
thread throughout their study of Geography.
Therefore we created our own “process for
geographical enquiries” which is displayed in each
classroom and referred to during planning and
lessons.

TREES Enquiry

Think of a question

Research your question

Evidence

Evaluate

Show, Share and communicate



Shackadell
Early Years

In Early Years, children are encouraged to question the
world around them. The forest school curriculum in
particular encourages children to question the natural
world and environment around them to find answers.

A child has painted a picture of a penguin
after learning about Antarctica. They say
they want to send it to the South Pole.

During a storm, sadly one of our cherry trees on the field
was blown down. After the tree was made safe the
children have been looking at some of the logs which
were cut up from it. The children used a magnifying glass
to look closely at the bark.



The children were very excited to
explore the rock pool in our
classroom! One child commented
that there were no fish! We went to
find them and discussed what type
of fish we would find in a rock pool,
small fish most likely!

One of our curriculum ambitions in
Early Years is to become forest school
rangers and gain a deep understanding
of our local environment.



Peartree
Year 1/2

Children will explore their local area using first hand observation to
enhance their locational awareness along with developing essential
map and fieldwork skills. This unit provides children with a greater
insight into where they live. As their main line of enquiry, children
investigate the different types of housing in their local area.



Haffydown
Year 2/3

During this Geography topic, pupils develop an enquiry of the polar
region of Antarctica, focusing on Shackleton’s 1914–17 Endurance
Expedition. The sequence of lessons demonstrates geographical based
activities to nurture pupils’ fascination with and curiosity about this
significant remote landscape and extreme changing environment. Here,
the pupils have explored how the landscape is changing and the why
humans need to act in a sustainable way to protect the environment.



Puddlebridge
Year 4/5

As part of the ‘Extreme Earth’ topic, pupils conduct an
enquiry into a chosen natural disaster. They ask relevant
questions and select sources of primary and secondary
evidence. Pupils use a range of geographical skills when
carrying out their investigations, including mapping skills
and data interpretation. They choose the best way to share
the results of their enquiry and communicate their ideas.

Scan here to 
see how 
pupils chose 
to share their 
findings.



Danes
Year 5/6

In Danes, pupils continue to become
independent in their geographical enquiries.
As part of the ‘Everybody’s Earth’ topic, pupils
conducted an enquiry into where our food
comes from. They choose which food they
want to find out about and selected sources of
primary and secondary evidence. Pupils use a
range of geographical skills when carrying out
their investigations, including mapping skills
and data interpretation. They communicate
their findings using a range of technical
vocabulary.


