
Progression in Computing at Aston St 
Mary’s school

Spreadsheets



Computing at Aston St. Mary’s School is split into three core themes: 

1. Computer Science 

2. Information and Technology

3. Digital Literacy

This document outlines the progression within the strand from Year 1 up to Year 6. Amongst 
many other units within the Information Technology theme, the children study spreadsheets. 

The skill of using spreadsheets is built upon throughout Key Stages 1 and 2, and the children 
use and apply their prior knowledge to help them to progress.  Knowledge organisers are 
used to encourage this use of prior learning and to consolidate new vocabulary and learning.



EYFS
At Aston St Mary’s School the EYFS curriculum is carefully planned 
to cover the 7 areas of learning. Our curriculum document 
outlines how we teach through adult directed input and tasks, 
topic-based learning, using the classroom environment and 
continuous provision, as well as following the interests of the 
child and taking advantage of all opportunities in the ‘hidden 
curriculum’. Computing knowledge and skills are taught through 
all of these means in a variety of ways.  
Children are encouraged to develop skills of data collection in 
‘unplugged’ activities. A common way that children collect data is 
through tally charts. They often keep score in games or observe 
the type and number of birds during their Child Initiated Learning. 
They are taught to begin to record this information which then 
feeds into Key Stage One objectives.



� In Year 1, children are taught how to log into their Purple Mash account and 
access a blank spreadsheet.  They then add information into cells on the 
spreadsheet.  The children then format the cells, to include pictures from the 
clip art library to make pictograms, and add colour to the cells.  Throughout the 
unit, children are taught to save their work in their designated area of their 
Purple Mash folder.

Year 1



� In Year 2, children consolidate their formatting skills and begin to employ calculation skills, 
inputting the appropriate operation.  They also use pictograms to interpret data and answer a 
question (e.g What is our class’s favourite flavour of ice cream?). Throughout the unit, children are 
taught to save and retrieve their work.

Year 2



� In Year 3, spreadsheets are used to answer a range of calculations. Children begin to explore 
formulae for calculation and using the formula wizard to solve problems involving money.  
They also learn the different numerical formats that can be used in Purple Mash, 
differentiating between currency and quantity.  

Year 3



In Year 4, the use of spreadsheets builds on skills from year 3 and includes 
working to a given budget, with more open-ended tasks in which the children 
formulate the layout of their spreadsheet.

Year 4



� In Years 5 and 6, the teaching of spreadsheets moves to Excel, as the children apply the skills they have gained 
previously in Purple Mash.  The focus is on the children recognising and implementing the correct formula to 
organise data for a given purpose.  A number of problems are posed in which the children must use the facilities 
in Excel to find an answer.  This includes devising formulae for 3 different options for receiving pocket money.  
They also learn how to represent data using graphs and charts.


