
 

  

Diary Dates 
Friday 10th May – Non-uniform day (cash 

donations please towards IT upgrade) 

Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May – Year Six 

SATs Assessments 

Monday 20th May – Friday 24th May – Walk to 

School week 

Tuesday 21st May – Shackadell trip to the library 

Thursday 23rd May – Open Morning 9:30am -

10:30am 

Friday 24th May – Sports Day - morning (weather 

dependent) 

Monday 3rd June – Friday 7th June – Year Six 

Bikeability Training 

Tuesday 4th June – Shackadell Trip to 

Hertfordshire Zoo 

Thursday 13th June – Puddlebridge and Danes 

Theatre Trip 

Friday 14th June – PTFA Fathers’ Day Gifts and 

Reserve Sports Day 

Thursday 27th June – Class Photos 

Friday 28th June – Peartree Trip to Cuffley 

Tuesday 2nd July – Intervillage Sports 

Wednesday 3rd July – Year Six to Hazard Alley 

Thursday 4th July – Music Concert at 6pm  

Tuesday 9th July – Haffydown to Celtic Harmony 

Thursday 11th July – Class changeover day and 

Year Six at secondary schools 

Friday 12th July – Reward Day 

Monday 15th July – Dress Rehearsal  

Year Six Leavers’ Trip 

Tuesday 16th July – Whole school production 

1:30pm and 6:00pm 

Wednesday 17th July - Whole school production 

6:00pm 

Friday 19th July – Last day of term (1pm finish) 

Leavers’ Service at church 9:30am 

 

 

Since returning from the Easter break (which now seems like a 
distant memory!), it has been wonderful to see all the classes 
absorbed and engaged in their learning – this is evident 
throughout the school day, every day. So much has been 
achieved already, a taster of which is shared on our class 
pages. After school is busy too, with so many children taking 
part in the various clubs and activities on offer. A highlight of 
this academic year has to be the many and varied sporting 
fixtures which children across the school have been able to 
take part in - and plenty more are planned for the summer 
term. Thank you to all the staff, and in particular the office 
staff, for the many hours it takes to enable our children to take 
part in these fixtures. 

Our value this half term is ‘Peace’; we have begun to explore 
what this means in our daily worship. We have been 
impressed by the children’s thoughts and contributions and 
their desire for peace at home, in school and also in the wider 
world. Please see the ideas sheets towards the end of this 
newsletter should you wish to explore our value at home with 
your child. 

As you will see from the dates list, we have an exciting term 
ahead with lots going on. A number of new dates have been 
added – these are shown in red on the list. Please keep 
checking the diary dates because further dates may be added 
as plans are finalised and all are subject to change.  

As always, this point in the year is particularly important for 
our Year Six pupils as they prepare to take their SATs 
assessments the week after next. They have worked incredibly 
hard throughout the year and are very well-prepared and even 
excited to show what they are capable of. We wish them every 
success and are immensely proud of them for being such 
wonderful and ambitious young people. At Aston St. Mary’s, 
our pupils continue to enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum 
throughout the year, including in Year Six. This week, Danes 
Class have enjoyed a visit to The River Beane as part of their 
geographical learning – take a look at their class page on the 
website to find out more. 

We wish everyone a happy and relaxing (and hopefully sunny) 
bank holiday weekend and we look forward to seeing the 
children in school again on Tuesday. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/2024 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 16th April 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024 

Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May 2024 – SCHOOL CLOSED 

HALF TERM Break – Monday 27th May 2024 – Friday 31st May 

2024 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

AUTUMN TERM  

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 to Friday 20th December 2024 

Half Term – Monday 28th October 2024-Friday 1st November 2024 

Occasional Day Monday 25th November 2024 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 2025 
Half Term – Monday 17th February 2025– Friday 21st February 
2025 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 
Bank Holiday – Monday 5th May 2025 – School closed 
Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

Inset Days –School closed 
Inset day – Monday 2nd September 2024 
Occasional day – Monday 25th November 2024 
Inset day – Monday 6th January 2025 
Inset day – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 

‘I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony’ sang The New Seekers in the 1970’s   
‘I'd like to see the world for once 
All standing hand in hand 
And hear them echo through the hills 
For peace throughout the land 
(That's the song I hear)...’ 
 

 

...the vision of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah (11:6-11) of a world where ‘the wolf will live 
with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling 
together; and a little child will lead them...They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea...’ a vision at 
odds with the world as it is ... 
 

 

a vision that demands we change... 
that we let go of our anger, hate and unwillingness to forgive... 
our pride, our need to be right, our need to be on top... 
our selfishness and self-sufficiency, 
loving our neighbour (everyone!) as ourselves... 
  
To change the world we must be good to those who cannot repay us’. (Pope Francis) 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please log onto 

your School Gateway account via the 

website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.25 per meal 

 
 

 

 House Points 

Canterbury 

 
150 

St. Paul’s 

 
145 

St. Albans 

 
148 

Coventry 

 
192 

 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm
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GoConnect K’nex Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 17th April, Danes and Puddlebridge Classes had lots of fun taking part in the 2024 

GoConstruct K’nex challenge. This event, which involves around 180 schools from Hertfordshire and 

surrounding areas, is an exciting engineering competition. Under the guidance of our local STEM 

ambassador, the children embarked on the task of constructing a K’nex bulldozer equipped with a 

functional, pivoting scoop. Working in pairs, they had a tight deadline of an hour to complete their 

creations before showcasing their designs to the class. Their efforts were evaluated based on criteria 

such as teamwork, problem-solving, and design. 

Aiden and Liam (Danes) and Darcie and Bertie (Puddlebridge) were overjoyed when their bulldozers 

were selected as their class winners. Photos of their bulldozers will be judged against the top designs 

from other participating schools. 

 

  

Summer Music Concert 

Thursday 4th July at 6pm 

 
An opportunity for instrumentalists 

and the choir to perform. 

 

If your child has music lessons 

outside school and would like to 

perform, please contact Mrs Minnis 

or Mrs Crowley. 

   

Quiz Night 

Friday 26th April 2024 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 

Quiz Night last Friday. It was a fun, sociable 

evening which raised an impressive £365. 

Events such as these raise money for the 

governor’s fund which will used towards our 

essential IT upgrade. 

Particular thanks should go to our two hosts – 

Rachel and Max – who did a fantastic job of 

writing and presenting the quiz. 

Please look out for the date of our next quiz – 

it would be great if we could welcome at least 

one team of parents to represent each class in 

the school (up to eight people in a team). 



Notices 

 

 

 

  

 

We are delighted that our kitchen has, once again, received a Five Star rating 
following a visit from the Food Standards Agency earlier this week.  

Well done to Joyce and Heather. 

                

 

 Walk to School Week - 20th – 24th May 2024 
 

We are excited to be taking part in Walk to School Week this May.  

 

We all know the health benefits of walking so please help us this week to reduce congestion 

by supporting children in being more active and help reduce lower carbon emissions during 

this Walk to School Week. 

 

We would like to encourage all our pupils to try and walk, cycle or scoot to school during this 

week. If it’s not possible to walk all the way, then it would be great if you could park 10 minutes 

away from school and walk or scoot the last part of your journey. 

 

Each class will have a poster of featuring a map of Hertfordshire and aim take a ‘virtual’ walk 

by helping Buster The Dinosaur (the Active and Safer Travel Team mascot) walk around 

Hertfordshire. Every time a pupil travels sustainably, a dot can be coloured in. 

 

Following on from Walk to School Week, we will be supporting Clean Air Day on Thursday 

20th June 2024. 

 

 



Class News 
 

 

 

  

Shackadell Class 
This half term, we have already been very busy learning about how to protect our planet. We 
celebrated Earth Day by learning all about litter and the damage it does to our environment - 
including the oceans. We read the story ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ and ‘The Wide, Wide Sea’ 
and discussed how we could protect our oceans. Next, we enjoyed ‘What a Waste’ and did a litter 
pick around our school grounds. We couldn’t believe how much litter we found! We also learned 
that pollinators are very important to the survival of many plants in our planet. It was fun using 
recycled paper to create our own marigold seeded paper which we will plant in our school garden 
and at home to attract more pollinators. 

 

 
We really enjoyed reading ‘Dear Earth’ which inspired us to write letters to Earth which explain 
what we love about our planet! 

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce Miss Gregson to Peartree class. She will be with 

us up until half term.  I know you will all make her feel welcome. 

    

The children are learning to use an atlas to find information. They love looking through them in 

their free time and have even been asking if they can take them home. 

We are now starting our next unit where we are learning about India.  We will also be looking at 

some different styles of Indian art. The children have enjoyed decorating their title pages. I am 

looking forward to seeing what the children will bring in for their home learning this half term. 

 

 

We have now finished our 

geography unit on the United 

Kingdom and the children 

have really enjoyed this. They 

can talk about human and 

physical features and 

landmarks. I have received so 

many pieces of home learning. 

 
 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

In Haffydown, we have been exploring angles and lines in maths. We have worked hard on 
our presentation and accuracy when drawing right angles and we had lots of fun using the 
geoboards to construct perpendicular and parallel lines. 

 
 
 
In English, we are continuing with our book 'Lights on Cotton Rock', and we can't wait to 
find out what happens in the end!  

 
 
As we work up to writing our persuasive letters, we have been practising really hard on our 
handwriting!  

 
 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

  

 

  

In our recent Design and 

Technology sessions, we’ve 

been learning about cam toys. 

This week brought the hands-

on part of our learning: 

measuring, cutting, and 

building our toys. We are all so 

pleased with our final 

outcomes.  



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 
In science, Years Five and Six are learning about the circulatory system. We began by finding out 
about the heart. We learnt that it is a muscle which pumps blood around the body. We also 
found out that the heart has four chambers – two on the left and two on the right. When we 
labelled these on our diagrams, we had to be careful to get left and right correct – to convince 
ourselves of this, some of us needed to hold our diagrams against our bodies!  

 
Our next lesson was all about double circulation – how the blood actually passes through the heart 
twice (once to collect oxygen from the lungs and once to the rest of the body) during each 
circulation. To understand this, we went outside onto the playground where we ‘acted out’ the 
circulation of blood. The role of the heart was particularly important - Finn, Nikita, Harry C and 
Willow were selected for this popular role and they did a fantastic job of circulating the oxygenated 
and deoxygenated blood around the body! Please scan the QR code to see what we did. Finally, 
we produced labelled diagrams to represent double circulation. 

     

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

     

 

 


