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Our value this half term is Creol‘tlvrty
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21° June 2024

Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love.

Diary Dates

Tuesday 25 June — England playing
(children can wear kits/national colours)
Thursday 27" June - Class photos
Friday 28" June — Peartree Class trip to
Cuffley

Tuesday 2" July — Intervillage Sports
Wednesday 3" July — Year Six to Hazard
Alley

Thursday 4t July — Clothes collection
Music Concert 6pm

Tuesday 9" July — Haffydown to Celtic
Harmony

Thursday 11" July — Class changeover day
and Year Six at secondary schools

Friday 12" July — Reward Day

End of term cake sale after school
Monday 15 July — Dress Rehearsal
Year Six Leavers’ Trip

Tuesday 16" July — Whole school
production 1:30pm and 6pm
Wednesday 17" July - Whole school
production 6pm

PeRRPN
Friday 19 July — Last day of term (1pm
finish)
Leavers’ Service at church 9:30am
Tuesday 3" September — Autumn Term
begins
Monday 215t October - Friday 25"
October - Year 6 PGL Residential
Monday 18" November — Flu
Vaccinations

What a busy time we have had in school since the half term
break! Shackadell Class have enjoyed a day at
Hertfordshire Zoo whilst Danes and Puddlebridge Classes
have been to see a West End show — Mrs Doubtfire. Year
Six have completed their Level Two Bikeability training;
the instructors were very impressed by both their
excellent behaviour and their expert riding skills. Year One
have recently completed their phonics screening check
and Year Four their multiplication check. We are very
proud of how confidently the children approached these
assessments as they were well-prepared, and their
learning is secure.

Rehearsals are now underway for our whole school
production of Peter Pan; we have been very impressed by
how much work the older children have already put into
learning their lines. There is also much excitement in
school about the UEFA Euros, especially since the children
drew their teams in their classes on Friday. It was lovely to
see them wearing their England kits/national colours
yesterday.

As you are already aware, we are currently raising funds
towards an essential upgrade of our IT network in school.
As a small school, with a limited budget, this is proving to
be quite a challenge. We are very grateful to the wonderful
team of staff who are taking on the MudGirl challenge to
help raise funds — see page 3 of this letter for more details.

Our value this half term is creativity; there are some ideas
after the class pages about how you might wish to explore
this value at home as a family. Many of the ideas link
beautifully with our wider curriculum in school.

We hope you are all able to enjoy a happy and relaxing
weekend — hopefully with some sunshine!
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/2024

SUMMER TERM

Tuesday 16th April 2024 to Friday 19th July
2024

Bank Holiday — Monday 6th May 2024 — SCHOOL
CLOSED

HALF TERM Break — Monday 27th May 2024 —
Friday 31st May 2024

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025
AUTUMN TERM
Tuesday 3rd September 2024 to Friday 20th
December 2024
Half Term — Monday 28th October 2024-Friday
1st November 2024
Occasional Day Monday 25th November 2024
—School closed

SPRING TERM

Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April
2025

Half Term — Monday 17th February 2025— Friday
21st February 2025

SUMMER TERM

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July
2025

Bank Holiday — Monday 5th May 2025 — School
closed

Half term — Monday 26th May 2025 — Friday
30th May 2025

Inset Days —School closed

Inset day — Monday 2nd September 2024
Occasional day — Monday 25th November 2024
Inset day — Monday 6th January 2025

Inset day — Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday
23rd July 2025

House Points

Canterbury

School Meals

To order school meals, please log onto your School
Gateway account via the website or the app.
DINNER MONEY FEES £3.40 per meal
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A Thought from Reverend Jenny:

After months without a priest, the church of All
Saints in Hertford and the benefice of High Cross
and Thundridge have each appointed someone to
replace Jo and Amanda who recently retired.

Adjusting to change can be hard - as John
Betjeman'’s poem suggests...

‘One parson came and people said,
Alas! Our former Vicar’s dead!

And this new man is far more “Low”
Than dear old Reverend so-and-so,
And far too earnest in his preaching,
We do not really like his teaching,
He seems to think we're simple fools
Who've never been to Sunday Schools!
That Vicar left, and by and by
A new one came, “He’s much too “High”,
The people said “too like a saint,
His Incense makes our Mavis faint.”
So now he’s left and they’re alone
Without a vicar of their own.

The living’s been amalgamated
With one next door they’ve always hated.

Please pray for wisdom and understanding for new
priests Rev. Simon Cutmore and Rev. Tim Hall and
their respective congregations as they get to know
each other.
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Fire Drill
In our fire c‘-ill this week, all children
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everyone.

Girls Gone Muddy!

To help raise vital funds towards our IT upgrade, a team
of Aston St. Mary’s Staff are taking on the challenge of
participating in Mud Girl Run 2024. They will be facing a
gruelling course of mud, obstacles and inflatables on 13"
July and they have set themselves an ambitious target to
try to raise £1000 for our school. Thank you to those who
have already donated via their GoFundMe page - please
do support them if you are able. Every penny that they
raise will benefit the pupils of Aston St Mary’s.

Good Luck and thank you to: Mrs Avis, Mrs Holmes, Mrs
Lale, Mrs Dean, Mrs Davies, Miss Myers, Mrs Brazier and
Miss Maddock.

Thursday 4" July -

clothes collection.
This is our last clothes collection
of the year so please donate from
your spring / summer clear outs by
this date. Please remember
unbranded uniform can be donated
to the clothes collection, we only
accept branded uniform for our
PTFA uniform sales. The clothes
will be collected on an ad-hoc
basis so you are welcome to leave
bags of clothes anytime now.

Earrings

Please be reminded that only
small, stud earrings are permitted
in school. Recently, a number of

children have come to school
wearing larger earrings which are

inappropriate and unsafe for
school. Earrings should be
removed or taped over for PE
lessons.

donate,
please
scan

the QR
code.




A Trip to the West End

THERESNOTMUCHMORE
105 COULO WANTIN A SHOWT

On Thursday 13" June, Years Four, Five and Six enjoyed a trip to see Mrs. Doubtfire at the Shaftesbury
Theatre. Everyone had a fantastic time, and the show was amazing! As always, the children were a credit to
our school, and it was wonderful to see them so excited and engaged in the show. Afterwards, some reflected
upon their experience:

‘It felt like we were celebrities walking on the red carpet. The seats were very comfortable, and | could see
the whole stage.’

‘The play was amazing; the set was beautiful and the actor who played Mrs. Doubtfire was brilliant!”

‘The show started with a very well-coordinated song and told me what the show would be like; | instantly
knew it would be very funny!’

‘Miranda was brilliant at portraying a tired mum and her voice had an impressive, powerful vocal range.’

‘If my mum and dad were to ask me to go to the show again, | wouldn’t hesitate to say yes!’




Class News
Shackadell Class

Shackadell Class had an amazing trip to Hertfordshire Zoo. We
were excited to travel on the coach and when we arrived we
headed straight to the dinosaur park. It was a surprise to see that
they even move! After seeing the dinosaurs, we went to the giant
sandpit where we were able to hunt for bones and fossils under
the sand.

After this, we went off to look at all of the amazing animals. We
were excited to see that a baby capybara had been born just two
days before our visit! We enjoyed exploring all of the animals,
especially when we were able to watch the bird show. We were
able to link our learning about birds from school to what we saw
and heard in the show.

When we got back to school, we wrote about our day at the zoo

and what we most enjoyed!




Class News

Peartree Class

In our English lessons, we have been comparing and contrasting poems by Edward Lear. The children have
loved finding the rhymes and creating rhyming couplets. They have found ‘nonsense’ poems very funny and
created their own non-sensical creatures using adjectives and expanded noun phrases to describe them.
Look out for our work soon.

On Wednesday, we all had a great science morning with Haffydown Class. There were lots of fun activities
to do involving the light, the dark and mirrors. We saw how light reflects from mirrors and onto other
surfaces and how moving mirrors can change the size of an image. We used mirrors to reflect images into
another mirror; sat in a blackout tent to make a light show using different types of light that changed when
we waved them around and, one of the activities the children enjoyed the most, was making their very own
kaleidoscopes. They even got to make a snazzy pair of sunglasses each. Everyone had so much fun, including
all the adults!




Class News

Haffydown Class

NERAL LAY TON

Haffydown has been diligently working on their new text, A Planet Full of Plastic. They have
focused on non-fiction writing, specifically mastering the features of non-chronological
reports. Everyone collected facts from various sources, including books and iPads, to create
comprehensive fact files about plastic. With the freedom to choose their own angle, everyone
made unique pieces of work. They then beautifully decorated their work by combining
subheadings, captions, facts, and images.
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Class News
Puddlebridge Class

Puddlebridge class had an exciting adventure during their
recent Forest School morning. The children took part in various
hands-on activities designed to connect them with nature. They
crafted a bug hotel and made beautiful jewellery.

They explored the ancient Japanese art of
Hapa Zome, creating stunning prints by
hammering leaves onto fabric.

This immersive outdoor experience not only fostered creativity
and teamwork but also deepened their appreciation for the
natural world. Throughout the morning, the children’s behaviour
was excellent, demonstrating respect and cooperation.
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In art, we produced our own masterpieces inspired by the work of Wassily Kandinsky. First, we learnt about his life
and how his work developed and changed over time. We practised our skills using: think and thin lines; geometric
and organic shapes and contrasting colours. Using crayons and watercolour paints we learnt how we could add
pattern using wax resist. Our final challenge, before producing our final composition, was to learn to use a pair of
compasses; many of Kandinsky’s abstract work features circles. The display in our classroom shows some of the

pieces we produced whilst developing our skills.
We have also been

looking at circles in
maths. We have learnt
about the different parts
of a circle and practised
our measuring skills. We
investigated how many
times greater the
circumference is than the
diameter and discovered
the number pi (m). We
read the book ‘Sir
Cumference and the
Dragon of Pi’ to help
secure our learning. After
this, we explored how we
can calculate the area of a
circle using pi.
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CREATIVITY

HOME SCHOOL VALUES

This term we will be focussing in school on the value CREATIVITY.
We hope your family will find these ideas helpful as you explore
the value and have fun together.
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. “Creativity requires us to use all our
. senses and still imagine more”
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QUIZ Animal Antics

My first is in crab but not in rabbit, _
My second in tiger but not in civet. _
My third is in beetle but not in wombat _
My fourth is in camel and also in rat. _
My fifth is in tapir but not in impala, _
My sixth is in ai but not in koala. _
My seventh is in otter but not in anteater, _
And my eighth is in elephant but not in cheetah.  _
What am I?
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Do you know what all these animals look like?
If not, look in the school library or Google the animal.
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= HOME-SCHOOL CHALLENGE

B Wonders of Creation
Philosophers in Ancient Greece in the first and second centuries BC
talked about the seven wonders of the world. They chose places such as

the Egyptian pyramids, the Hanging Gardens =
|

In order to really appreciate creation
and be creative ourselves, we rely
upon our senses.

Go on a family walk in the

of Babylon and the Colossus in Rhodes.

Many years later another group of people
compiled a list of the seven natural wonders

countryside or park.
What can you hear, see, smell of the world. They chose the Great Barrier Reef
and touch? (near Australia), the Grand Canyon

Make a simple map of your walk (in USA), Mount Everest and others.

and collect things from the ground
(little sticks,stones, feathers, crispy
leaves etc) to fix on to your map to
help you remember what you have
experienced with your senses at
different places on the journey.

This month’s challenge is for you to decide

on the 7 wonders of creation. What will you
choose? Your list could include a tiny insect, a beautiful flower or a huge

sea creature. Think carefully. Either draw the wonders or take photos and
write on the back of each why you have chosen them.

Bring your pictures or photos to school and in each class we will talk about
the wonders of creation and decide which are really amazing!

O FASCINATING
FACTS

About creation

Andy Goldsworthy

's surface is
Many artists are inspired by the natural world to create beautiful pieces 70% of the earth’s S:n i
of art of their own. Andy Goldsworthy uses natural materials that he finds covered by oce

The largest desert in the world, the
Sahara Desert, covers 1/3 of Africa
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to make sculptures and pictures. These often include brightly-coloured
flowers, icicles, leaves, mud, pinecones, snow, stone, twigs and thorns.
This creative artist became particularly famous for his rock balancing
sculptures. On stony beaches many people
make stone towers of their own.

r in the world isthe

The longest rive
Nile at 4160 miles. In the UKthe

Severn is longest at just 220 miles

75% of the freshwater on earth
is frozen in glaciers

Why don’t you try making one next time
you visit the coast?

The earth is 50 times bigger by
volume than the moon

Iti .

: tlf estimated there are 10000

: Pecies of birgs and 5000 Species
of Mammals op earth

ehed and greased.
ground with thoms.
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Eastern Region Special Operations Unit
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Cyber Choices and
Online Safety Events

For parents / carers of
children aged 9 and up

You are invited to attend two free online sessions to discuss all things “cyber”.

These sessions will be suitable for parents/carers of children in Year 5 (age 9) and above. This will be a
fantastic opportunity to learn and ask questions regarding your child's online world and it shouldn't be

missed!

Part 1 will introduce you to the Cyber Choices
programme which will be delivered by the Eastern
Region Cyber Choices Team. They will provide:

An overview to parents and carers on what
cybercrime is.

What the risks to young people are.

How the Cyber Choices programme
supports at-risk individuals.

How you can refer a young person into
Cyber Choices.

You will also hear from Kent County Council's
Education Safeguarding Team, who will provide an
overview of;

Some of the potential risks that children
and young people may experience online.
Advice to support parents to make informed
decisions and keep their children safer
online.

Please visit the NCA website to find out more about
Cyber Choices

Please register for one part 1 session only (as these
will be duplicated), by clicking on the link below.

Wednesday 8" May 2024 @ 1000 - Part 1
Book here

Wednesday 5" June 2024 @ 1300 - Part 1
Book here

Wednesday 3% July 2024 @ 1600 - Part 1
Book here

Part 2 will be delivered by the Eastern Region Cyber
Protect Team. They will provide:

Advice on how to improve your personal
cyber security.

Identifying and protecting yours (and your
children's) key accounts.

Threats and techniques that cyber criminals
may use to target you / your family.

Benefits of family accounts.

Parental controls on your router.
Signposting to useful resources.

The aim of the session is to provide you with tools
and techniques to improve the cyber security of
your family.

Advice and guidance from the session will be in line
with the Government's Stop! Think Fraud and the
National Cyber Security Centres CyberAware
campaigns.

Again, please register for one part 2 session only
(as these will be duplicated), by clicking on the link
below.

Wednesday 15" May 2024 @ 1000 - Part 2
Book here

Wednesday 12" June 2024 @ 1300 - Part 2
Book here

Wednesday 10™ July 2024 @ 1600 - Part 2
Book here

If you have any questions or would like us to cover a
certain topic within our sessions, then please
complete our online form.
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Understanding my Autism/ADHD

Do you have a child aged between 7-16 diagnosed
with Autism, ADHD, or both?

We're thrilled to launch a range of exciting offers
designed to support children and teens just like yours!

These workshops, are available online and in-person.
Led by experienced professionals, sessions will provide
tailored strategies to help your young person
understand their Autism, and or ADHD, in a fun and
engaging way!
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Referrals from professionals are welcome, or you can
easily sign up your child yourself.

Are you ready to empower your child on their ﬁ
journey of self-discovery?

E' E Find out more here:

® thetoolbox.mindler.co.uk
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Road to Year 7
4pm - 5pm Group Open to

every Tueday J
& Wednesday all year 6’s

Starting 22"
s i | © Year7 @ |

|

Helping to build
confidence
around starting
secondary

Create the toolkit sehqal
needed to overcome
any worries around
starting secondary
school

i
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Exploring topics of
change, anxiety,
making new
friendships, bullying
& online safety

withYouth

YOUNG PEOPIE'S Digital Wel

Please email withyouth@hertsmindnetwork.org r@_ -
for more information, or to register your interest. -

Hertfordshire WWWWlthyO uth.o rg (=]

Network



ARE YOU A YOUNG CARER”

they have a they have a they
mental or struggle mental or struggle
physical with physical with drugs?
illness? alcohol? disability?

Carers in Hertfordshire will help you by...

T Listening Li'iéj Supporting
. r‘ Building networks
Empowering 2 with other carers
Carersin
Hertfordshire SHPRAH fot YOO

.y | For more information, visit “Having people listen
[ www.carersinherts.org.uk/young carers s iy

darers or scan the QR code hardest of times. "

in Hertfordshire



2 Qrriva

Student Travel

Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect
solution! Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education and, is a
cost effective and flexible way of paying for travel costs.

Unlimited travel - You'll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any time, across all
routes in your chosen area.

No restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from University, School or College,
evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too at any time of the day.

Flexible payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over
affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved,
making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, without paying
upfront.

Sign up in advance - Either set your direct debit to start at a future date for when you need the
ticket or, you can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes.

Plan your journey — Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out which bus you
require or, download our app on the Apple Store or Google Play: www.arrivabus.co.uk

It's a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit and for further information please use the
link or scan the QR code below and, select + Herts and Essex

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile
phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board the bus. This ticket will
rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active.

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk

Direct Debit tickets are an alternative to the Herts Saver Card. A Herts Saver Card will only be required as o
form of ID with a Direct Debit Ticket, for any student (6™ form upwards, College or University Student), who
does not have a valid student ID. Any student in school year up to Year 11, will not require a Herts Saver Card
with a Direct Debit Ticket

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes

- Never Lose your ticket again
Choose to have your ticket on your
” mobile phone with the Arriva UK Bus

- app.
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DEVELOPMENT SQUAD
RORISEV/MNMEAR{OEDS

OUR DEVELOPMENT SQUAD PROVIDES COACHING ANLC
MATCHES FOR CHILDREN AGED 5 TO 7 IN A FUN AND

FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT.

COACHING : SATURDAY MORNINGS 09:30 - 11:00
AT DATCHWORTH SCHOOL

OPEN TO BOYS AND GIRLS. £2 PER SESSION.
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST ON OUR WEBSITE OR CALL
DEREK HILL ON 07974 651625




