
 

  

Diary Dates 
Tuesday 25th June – England playing 

(children can wear kits/national colours) 

Thursday 27th June – Class photos 

Friday 28th June – Peartree Class trip to 

Cuffley 

Tuesday 2nd July – Intervillage Sports 

Wednesday 3rd July – Year Six to Hazard 

Alley 

Thursday 4th July – Clothes collection 

Music Concert 6pm 

Tuesday 9th July – Haffydown to Celtic 

Harmony 

Thursday 11th July – Class changeover day 

and Year Six at secondary schools 

Friday 12th July – Reward Day 

End of term cake sale after school 

Monday 15th July – Dress Rehearsal  

Year Six Leavers’ Trip 

Tuesday 16th July – Whole school 

production 1:30pm and 6pm 

Wednesday 17th July - Whole school 

production 6pm 

 
Friday 19th July – Last day of term (1pm 

finish) 

Leavers’ Service at church 9:30am 

Tuesday 3rd September – Autumn Term 

begins 

Monday 21st October – Friday 25th 

October – Year 6 PGL Residential 

Monday 18th November – Flu 

Vaccinations 

 

 

 

What a busy time we have had in school since the half term 
break! Shackadell Class have enjoyed a day at 
Hertfordshire Zoo whilst Danes and Puddlebridge Classes 
have been to see a West End show – Mrs Doubtfire. Year 
Six have completed their Level Two Bikeability training; 
the instructors were very impressed by both their 
excellent behaviour and their expert riding skills. Year One 
have recently completed their phonics screening check 
and Year Four their multiplication check. We are very 
proud of how confidently the children approached these 
assessments as they were well-prepared, and their 
learning is secure. 

Rehearsals are now underway for our whole school 
production of Peter Pan; we have been very impressed by 
how much work the older children have already put into 
learning their lines. There is also much excitement in 
school about the UEFA Euros, especially since the children 
drew their teams in their classes on Friday. It was lovely to 
see them wearing their England kits/national colours 
yesterday. 

As you are already aware, we are currently raising funds 
towards an essential upgrade of our IT network in school. 
As a small school, with a limited budget, this is proving to 
be quite a challenge. We are very grateful to the wonderful 
team of staff who are taking on the MudGirl challenge to 
help raise funds – see page 3 of this letter for more details. 

Our value this half term is creativity; there are some ideas 
after the class pages about how you might wish to explore 
this value at home as a family. Many of the ideas link 
beautifully with our wider curriculum in school. 

We hope you are all able to enjoy a happy and relaxing 
weekend – hopefully with some sunshine!  
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/2024 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 16th April 2024 to Friday 19th July 
2024 
Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May 2024 – SCHOOL 
CLOSED 
HALF TERM Break – Monday 27th May 2024 – 
Friday 31st May 2024 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

AUTUMN TERM  

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 to Friday 20th 

December 2024 

Half Term – Monday 28th October 2024-Friday 

1st November 2024 

Occasional Day Monday 25th November 2024 

– School closed 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 
2025 
Half Term – Monday 17th February 2025– Friday 
21st February 2025 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 
2025 
Bank Holiday – Monday 5th May 2025 – School 
closed 
Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 
30th May 2025 

Inset Days –School closed 
Inset day – Monday 2nd September 2024 
Occasional day – Monday 25th November 2024 
Inset day – Monday 6th January 2025 
Inset day – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 
23rd July 2025 

 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 

After months without a priest, the church of All 
Saints in Hertford and the benefice of High Cross 
and Thundridge have each appointed someone to 
replace Jo and Amanda who recently retired.   

 
Adjusting to change can be hard – as John 
Betjeman’s poem suggests... 
  

‘One parson came and people said, 
Alas! Our former Vicar’s dead! 

And this new man is far more “Low” 
Than dear old Reverend so-and-so, 

And far too earnest in his preaching, 
We do not really like his teaching, 

He seems to think we’re simple fools 

Who’ve never been to Sunday Schools! 
That Vicar left, and by and by 

A new one came, “He’s much too “High”, 
The people said “too like a saint, 

His Incense makes our Mavis faint.” 
So now he’s left and they’re alone 

Without a vicar of their own. 
The living’s been amalgamated 

With one next door they’ve always hated. 
  
Please pray for wisdom and understanding for new 
priests Rev. Simon Cutmore and Rev. Tim Hall and 
their respective congregations as they get to know 
each other.  

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please log onto your School 

Gateway account via the website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.40 per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
148 

St. Paul’s 

 
136 

St. Albans 

 
120 

Coventry 

 
177 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

  

 

Thursday 4th July  - 

clothes collection. 
This is our last clothes collection 

of the year so please donate from 

your spring / summer clear outs by 

this date. Please remember 

unbranded uniform can be donated 

to the clothes collection, we only 

accept branded uniform for our 

PTFA uniform sales. The clothes 

will be collected on an ad-hoc 

basis so you are welcome to leave 

bags of clothes anytime now. 

 

 
  
 

Girls Gone Muddy! 

To help raise vital funds towards our IT upgrade, a team 

of Aston St. Mary’s Staff are taking on the challenge of 

participating in Mud Girl Run 2024. They will be facing a 

gruelling course of mud, obstacles and inflatables on 13th 

July and they have set themselves an ambitious target to 

try to raise £1000 for our school. Thank you to those who 

have already donated via their GoFundMe page – please 

do support them if you are able. Every penny that they 

raise will benefit the pupils of Aston St Mary’s. 

Good Luck and thank you to: Mrs Avis, Mrs Holmes, Mrs 

Lale, Mrs Dean, Mrs Davies, Miss Myers, Mrs Brazier and 

Miss Maddock. 

 

 

To 

donate, 

please 

scan 

the QR 

code. 

Earrings 

Please be reminded that only 

small, stud earrings are permitted 

in school. Recently, a number of 

children have come to school 

wearing larger earrings which are 

inappropriate and unsafe for 

school. Earrings should be 

removed or taped over for PE 

lessons. 

Fire Drill 

In our fire drill this week, all children 

and staff evacuated safely and sensibly 

in an impressive 83 seconds! Well done 

everyone. 
 



A Trip to the West End 

 

  

 

On Thursday 13th June, Years Four, Five and Six enjoyed a trip to see Mrs. Doubtfire at the Shaftesbury 
Theatre. Everyone had a fantastic time, and the show was amazing! As always, the children were a credit to 
our school, and it was wonderful to see them so excited and engaged in the show. Afterwards, some reflected 
upon their experience: 

‘It felt like we were celebrities walking on the red carpet. The seats were very comfortable, and I could see 
the whole stage.’ 

‘The play was amazing; the set was beautiful and the actor who played Mrs. Doubtfire was brilliant!’ 

‘The show started with a very well-coordinated song and told me what the show would be like; I instantly 
knew it would be very funny!’ 

‘Miranda was brilliant at portraying a tired mum and her voice had an impressive, powerful vocal range.’ 

‘If my mum and dad were to ask me to go to the show again, I wouldn’t hesitate to say yes!’ 

 

 



Class News 
 

  

Shackadell Class 

Shackadell Class had an amazing trip to Hertfordshire Zoo. We 
were excited to travel on the coach and when we arrived we 
headed straight to the dinosaur park. It was a surprise to see that 
they even move! After seeing the dinosaurs, we went to the giant 
sandpit where we were able to hunt for bones and fossils under 
the sand.  

 

After this, we went off to look at all of the amazing animals. We 
were excited to see that a baby capybara had been born just two 
days before our visit! We enjoyed exploring all of the animals, 
especially when we were able to watch the bird show. We were 
able to link our learning about birds from school to what we saw 
and heard in the show. 

 

When we got back to school, we wrote about our day at the zoo 
and what we most enjoyed! 
 
 

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

In our English lessons, we have been comparing and contrasting poems by Edward Lear. The children have 

loved finding the rhymes and creating rhyming couplets. They have found ‘nonsense’ poems very funny and 

created their own non-sensical creatures using adjectives and expanded noun phrases to describe them. 

Look out for our work soon. 

On Wednesday, we all had a great science morning with Haffydown Class. There were lots of fun activities 

to do involving the light, the dark and mirrors. We saw how light reflects from mirrors and onto other 

surfaces and how moving mirrors can change the size of an image. We used mirrors to reflect images into 

another mirror; sat in a blackout tent to make a light show using different types of light that changed when 

we waved them around and, one of the activities the children enjoyed the most, was making their very own 

kaleidoscopes. They even got to make a snazzy pair of sunglasses each. Everyone had so much fun, including 

all the adults! 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

 
Haffydown has been diligently working on their new text, A Planet Full of Plastic. They have 
focused on non-fiction writing, specifically mastering the features of non-chronological 
reports. Everyone collected facts from various sources, including books and iPads, to create 
comprehensive fact files about plastic. With the freedom to choose their own angle, everyone 
made unique pieces of work. They then beautifully decorated their work by combining 
subheadings, captions, facts, and images. 

 
 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

 

 

 

 

Puddlebridge class had an exciting adventure during their 

recent Forest School morning. The children took part in various 

hands-on activities designed to connect them with nature. They 

crafted a bug hotel and made beautiful jewellery.  

They explored the ancient Japanese art of 

Hapa Zome, creating stunning prints by 

hammering leaves onto fabric. 

This immersive outdoor experience not only fostered creativity 

and teamwork but also deepened their appreciation for the 

natural world. Throughout the morning, the children’s behaviour 

was excellent, demonstrating respect and cooperation. 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 

 
In art, we produced our own masterpieces inspired by the work of Wassily Kandinsky. First, we learnt about his life 
and how his work developed and changed over time. We practised our skills using: think and thin lines; geometric 
and organic shapes and contrasting colours. Using crayons and watercolour paints we learnt how we could add 
pattern using wax resist. Our final challenge, before producing our final composition, was to learn to use a pair of 
compasses; many of Kandinsky’s abstract work features circles. The display in our classroom shows some of the 
pieces we produced whilst developing our skills. 

 
 
 

 

Well done to Year Six for successfully completing their level two bikeability 

training. 

 

We have also been 
looking at circles in 
maths. We have learnt 
about the different parts 
of a circle and practised 
our measuring skills. We 
investigated how many 
times greater the 
circumference is than the 
diameter and discovered 
the number pi (π). We 
read the book ‘Sir 
Cumference and the 
Dragon of Pi’ to help 
secure our learning. After 
this, we explored how we 
can calculate the area of a 
circle using pi. 

 

 



 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 


