
 

  

Diary Dates 

Monday 3rd June – Friday 7th June – Year 

Six Bikeability Training 

Tuesday 4th June – Shackadell Trip to 

Hertfordshire Zoo 

Thursday 13th June – Puddlebridge and 

Danes Theatre Trip 

Friday 14th June – PTFA Fathers’ Day 

Gifts and Reserve Sports Day 

Thursday 27th June – Class Photos 

Friday 28th June – Peartree Trip to 

Cuffley 

Tuesday 2nd July – Intervillage Sports 

Wednesday 3rd July – Year Six to Hazard 

Alley 

Thursday 4th July – Music Concert at 

6pm  

Tuesday 9th July – Haffydown to Celtic 

Harmony 

Thursday 11th July – Class changeover 

day and Year Six at secondary schools 

Friday 12th July – Reward Day 

Monday 15th July – Dress Rehearsal  

Year Six Leavers’ Trip 

Tuesday 16th July – Whole school 

production 1:30pm and 6:00pm 

Wednesday 17th July - Whole school 

production 6:00pm 

 
Friday 19th July – Last day of term (1pm 

finish) 

Leavers’ Service at church 9:30am 

 

 

 

It really was wonderful to see so many parents, family and friends 

at our open morning yesterday. This is always a fantastic way to 

celebrate the learning that goes on across our school throughout 

the year; it is lovely to see the children so proud to share their 

books and their classrooms as well as exploring the rest of the 

school with you. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend.  

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been immensely proud 

of the children in Years Six and Two as they have completed their 

SATs assessments. We have been very impressed by their calm 

and confident approach. For Year Two, these tests help teachers 

to assess the progress the children have made and inform their 

planning. Year Six papers are externally marked with results 

expected early in July. Shortly after the half term break, Year Four 

will complete their multiplication tables check (MTC) which is 

statutory for all Year Four pupils. They have been working hard on 

TTRS to ensure that they are fully prepared and secure in their 

knowledge of all tables up to 12 x 12; this will enable them to 

tackle the upper Key Stage Two maths curriculum with 

confidence. Please see later in this newsletter for a TTRS update. 

Classes are now beginning to work towards our whole school end 

of year production – Peter Pan. These shows are always a 

wonderful way to close the academic year with the whole school 

working together to produce what promises to be a fantastic 

performance.  

Sports Day is another key event in our school calendar – last year 

St. Paul’s house were the winners. Later this morning, we will 

know which house will win the trophy this year. Most importantly 

though, everyone will have had a fun and active morning with 

their friends from across the school. 

We would like to wish everyone a happy and relaxing bank holiday 

weekend and half term break. We look forward to welcoming the 

children back to school on Monday 3rd June. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/2024 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 16th April 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024 
Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May 2024 – SCHOOL CLOSED 
HALF TERM Break – Monday 27th May 2024 – Friday 31st May 2024 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

AUTUMN TERM  

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 to Friday 20th December 2024 

Half Term – Monday 28th October 2024-Friday 1st November 2024 

Occasional Day Monday 25th November 2024 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 2025 
Half Term – Monday 17th February 2025– Friday 21st February 2025 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 
Bank Holiday – Monday 5th May 2025 – School closed 
Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

Inset Days –School closed 
Inset day – Monday 2nd September 2024 
Occasional day – Monday 25th November 2024 
Inset day – Monday 6th January 2025 
Inset day – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

 

 

A Shining Star 

was awarded to: 

Louis 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 

Jesus said: ‘Love one another as I have loved you’. 
Dreaming God, 
you long for us to dream your dream, 
of a world at peace, a people made one, 
a feast for all, where bread is broken 
and shared with companions on the road, 
where wine is blessed and shared 
with all who are hurting, 
and all are caught up together 
in the Kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
You bring us together, 
friend and stranger, young and old, 
rich and poor, wise and foolish, 
devout and sceptic, to open our eyes to you, 
present in the heart of our community. 
As we journey on, may we be open to receive 
the unexpected gift of your love from others 
and may your love overflow in us 
to be shared with all we encounter. 
Propel us from this table 
to go out with good news on our lips 
and renewed hope in our hearts, 
in Jesus’ name we pray. 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please 

log onto your School Gateway 

account via the website or the 

app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.40 

per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
542 

St. Paul’s 

 
506 

St. Albans 

 
475 

Coventry 

 
523 

 

 

House Point Winners 

Well done to Canterbury House for 
earning the most house points this 

half term!  

 
 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm
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Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Nyah who 
has passed her Grade 3 piano 

with merit and Daniel for 
passing his Grade 2 with merit. 

We are so proud of you both. 

 

 

Nathan Fabunmi 

We are always proud to celebrate the successes of 
our pupils, past and present.  We are very excited 
and proud to hear that Nathan (brother of Jayne 
in Peartree Class) has released his first song which 
is now available on You Tube and Amazon 
Music. We wish him the best of luck with his 
music career. Please scan the QR code to 
listen…enjoy! 

 

 
 

1st Aston Brownies meet at Aston 

St Mary's School every 

Monday.  The current leaders are 

planning to retire at the end of this 

school year, and we are searching 

for new adults who would like to 

volunteer with Girlguiding, to take 

over the unit.   Could you be the 

next Brown Owl to take the unit 

on?  

 

No experience needed, just a 

willingness to support the girls and 

have fun.  A full training 

programme is provided, please 

contact Tina for a no-obligation 

chat if you think you could be that 

person.  
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Years One and Two Football v St. Christopher School 

Years One and Two had their first football match and played 

exceptionally well. They loved wearing their school kits and 

put in a great effort throughout the match. The referee was 

very impressed with their skills, and their resilience really 

shone through. It was a fantastic start for the team. Well done 

Alice, Ben, Freddie, Harley, Jack, Jayne, Joe, Maggie, Molly, 

Oliver C, Oliver W, Theo and Toby! 

  

 

We are delighted that so many of our children from 

Year Two up to Year Six make regular use of Times 

Tables Rock Stars to build their fluency with 

multiplication tables. This really does underpin the 

progress that they are able to make across the 

mathematics curriculum. The children’s hard work is 

demonstrated by us being the highest ranked primary 

school on the TTRS leader board of local schools. 

The success of children’s progress is dependent upon 

the algorithm used to determine exactly which 

question each child should work on at any given time. 

Unfortunately, some children’s progress has slowed 

because their accounts have been played on by 

others (older siblings, friends, parents). When this 

happens, it affects the child’s heatmap and results in 

subsequent games being pitched at the wrong level 

for them. We are able to reset heatmaps but please 

reinforce to your child/children the importance of 

their account being used only by them. Thank you. 

 

 Peter Pan 
There was great excitement 
last Friday morning as we 

shared the exciting news with 
the children that our whole 
school production this year 
will be Peter Pan. The staff 

team performed the script to 
the children; parts have now 

been cast, and classes will 
begin rehearsing after the 

break.  
Please make sure the dates are 
in your diary and look out for 

further information about 
costumes and tickets closer to 

the time. 

Tuesday 16th July 1:30pm and 
6:00pm 

Wednesday 17th July 6:00pm 

Walk to School Week 

Well done and thank you to all those 

who took part in Walk to School 

Week this week. Even for those who 

live a distance away, parking far 

enough from school to enjoy a short 

walk both eases congestion outside 

school (keeping everyone safer) and 

provides fresh air and exercise. This is 

the case every week – not just in 

Walk to School Week. However, 

participation in this event always 

serves as a useful reminder to us all! 

 



Class News 
 

  

Shackadell Class 
We have been very busy in Shackadell class. Last week, we invited our families in to help us with 
our ‘box week’. We all designed our own junk models using boxes and then spent time making 
them with our adults. It was an excellent way for us to demonstrate our designing, cutting and 

joining skills. We were thrilled to show our creations off on Friday at our gallery. Everyone in the 
school came to see what we had made; we also invited our parents to come in and view all the 

fantastic models. 

 

This week, we had a very exciting trip to the library. We walked to the bus stop, took the bus to 
town and then went to the library. It was really fun, and we had stories read to us. We were also 
allowed to browse the whole of the children’s section and were excited to each receive a library 

card of our own. We were taught how to use the machine to borrow a book each. What a brilliant 
experience we all had! 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

Here we are again at the end of another busy half term. In our RE lessons, we have been learning 
about the Shabbat meal and why it is important for Jewish people. The children have learned a lot 
and have enjoyed finding out about a different religion. We decided to treat them to the traditional 
bread ‘challah’ that is blessed and shared at the start of every Shabbat meal. They also got to drink 
grape juice just like children would during the meal. It was a great success, and many children went 
back for seconds. 

 

In our art lessons, we have been looking at some different types of art from around India. We 
designed and coloured our own Mandala patterns. The word Mandala means circle in Sanskrit and 
symbolises the universe. We have also looked at the different styles and patterns used in Mehndi. 
This is the art of applying henna tattoos to the skin and is used to decorate the bride and groom at 
a wedding. 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

In Haffydown, we have started our eagerly anticipated history unit - Stone Age to Iron Age. We 
have built a class timeline and plotted all the historical events we have learned about during our 
time at Aston to help us see when they took place in relation to other events. Our new art unit also 
focuses on the Stone Age and Haffydown have excitedly made a start on their cave drawings. We 
have used pencil sketching techniques to draw bison, similar to those found in the Lascaux Caves, 
and developed our images using charcoal. 
 

 

 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

To support our learning about Rivers in Geography, we took a walk to 

the River Beane. This gave us the opportunity to observe, discuss and 

embed many aspects of our learning. During our visit, we measured 

the speed of the river and drew a field sketch of the area. Despite the 

slightly damp weather, we had an enjoyable time and learned a lot.  

 

  

 

This term, Year Four are learning all about Living Things and Their 

Habitats. As part of this unit, we have learned that scientists classify 

animals and plants into different groups, depending on their 

characteristics. In order to do so, they need to observe the living things 

very closely. We have studied the work of Levon Biss, a photographer 

who photographs insects in great detail. We studied images of different 

invertebrates and enlarged them as a group, with each person drawing 

a different section of the insect. They are very impressive when you put 

all of the pieces together! 

 

 

  

 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 

 

 

Last week, Year Six 
completed their SATs 
assessments. They had a 
fantastic week and made us 
very proud as they arrived 
in school happy and 
relaxed each day and 
tackled each and every test 
paper with confidence and 
determination. They 
enjoyed lots of time 
outdoors after the papers 
as well as a party in the 
park on the final day. On 
Friday, they were very 
excited to receive their 
leavers’ hoodies which 
they will enjoy wearing 
until the end of term. 

As part of our geographical learning, we enjoyed a walk to the River Beane. This gave us an opportunity to 
observe, discuss and embed many aspects of our learning about rivers. The River Beane is one of the 
tributaries of the River Lea. Its source is not far from Aston to the northeast of Stevenage, near to the villages 
of Sandon and Cromer. We identified the direction of flow and realised that this showed us in which direction 
Hertford is – the confluence of the Beane and the Lea is in Hertford. Unfortunately, whilst we were there, we 
saw a few examples of pollution where people had dropped litter into or near the river. On our visit we drew 
field sketches, took photographs and also measured the speed of the flow just after the ford. To do this, we 
timed how long it took for small dog biscuits to travel ten metres. We repeated the measurement lots of 
times and then calculated the average (mean). When we returned to school, we annotated our field sketches 
and presented our learning to create a double page spread in our geography books. 

 



 

 

 



 

  



This has been sent out from the local libraries and as we have so many older 

siblings who we know love reading, and may also want some work experience, we 

thought we would share this with you: 

Summer Reading Challenge Volunteers Needed 

Hertfordshire Library Service, in partnership with The Reading Agency, is offering young 

people aged 14- 24 across Hertfordshire a volunteering opportunity to provide support for 

children taking part in Summer Reading Challenge 2024, Marvellous Makers. 

Last year, almost 20,000 children took part in the Summer Reading Challenge in 

Hertfordshire libraries, supported by hundreds of volunteers who talked with them about the 

books they had been reading and handed out rewards for each stage of the challenge. 

Our volunteers need to be friendly, enthusiastic, and reliable. Summer Reading Challenge 

volunteers gain valuable experience in working with children and families, and often derive 

great personal satisfaction from inspiring children to keep reading. Volunteer hours can be 

used towards accreditation in national volunteering schemes, including the Duke of 

Edinburgh award scheme. 

We have recently sent out posters promoting this volunteering opportunity. We would be 

very grateful if you could display this somewhere in your school where lots of your students 

will see it. 

If any of your students have a few hours to spare this summer and would like to share the 

reading buzz with our younger customers and their families, they can find out more by 

visiting their local library. 

“Georgia who was helping with the reading challenge was excellent. She was very 

encouraging of the children. She presented the completion medal like they had won an 

Olympic medal and gave a high 5 – very special” (Customer at Royston Library) 

“Really enjoyable experience, listening to the children talk enthusiastically about the books 

they had chosen and encouraging them to look out for other titles related to the subjects they 

were interested in.” (Summer Reading Challenge volunteer at Buntingford Library) 

You may also be interested to know about our My Voice Youth Volunteering programme – a 

project specifically designed to offer tailored volunteering opportunities for young adults 

aged 14-24 throughout the year. With opportunities ranging from short term roles based 

around dedicating an hour a week at a local library, to county-wide longer-term opportunities, 

we hope there is something for all young adults looking to develop their key skills and 

experience in the world of work. 

For more information about the My Voice Youth Volunteering project and Summer Reading 

Challenge volunteering, please visit our website where there is also an online registration 

form Jobs and volunteering at Hertfordshire Libraries | Hertfordshire County Council 

We look forward to welcoming young adults to a Hertfordshire Library soon. 


