
 

  

Diary Dates 

Monday 21st – Friday 25th October – Year Six 

PGL residential week 

Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November – 

HALF TERM BREAK 

Tuesday 5th November – Individual Photos 

Friday 8th November – Non-uniform (donation 

of a bottle for the Christmas Fayre please) 

Monday 11th November – Remembrance Day 

service 10:45am 

Tuesday 12th November – Book Fair 

Thursday 14th November – Book Fair 

Friday 15th November – Children in Need (wear 

something spotty – any donations to be made 

online via link) 

Monday 18th November – Flu vaccinations 

Friday 22nd November – Wear a colour of the 

rainbow (donations for PTFA rainbow hampers 

for Christmas fayre – details to follow) 

Monday 25th November – School closed – 

Occasional Day 

Wednesday 27th November – Great Athletes 

Event 

Monday 2nd December – Christmas Decoration 

Making Day (children can wear Christmas 

jumpers/outfits) 

Friday 6th December – PTFA Christmas Fayre 

3:15pm – 6:00pm 

Thursday 12th December – Christmas jumper 

Day and Shackadell Nativity 9:30am 

Monday 16th December – Reward Day 

Tuesday 17th December – Christmas Services at 

9:45am and 1:45pm 

Wednesday 18th December – Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 19th December – Christmas Parties 

Friday 20th December – Last day of term (school 

finishes at 1:00pm) 

 

 

It really was wonderful that so many friends and family were 

able to join us for our Harvest service last week; the church 

really was full to capacity. We were so very proud of the 

children – they all sang beautifully and for Shackadell Class this 

was their very first church service with Aston St. Mary’s. They 

were amazing and, as usual, it was a delight to witness their 

walk to and from the church under the care of their buddies. 

Thank you to everyone for the harvest donations – these really 

do make a difference to those in need. Later in this newsletter, 

you can read about where these donations went. Thank you 

also to all those who donated so generously to the collection at 

church; £115 was raised towards the appeal which is raising 

funds to help families in Sri Lanka affected by leprosy, to start 

their own vegetable gardens.  

What a busy few weeks we have had in school! As always, our 

curriculum has been enriched by some exciting offsite visits. 

Danes and Puddlebridge Classes had a fantastic day at Duxford 

IWM to support their historical learning about the Second 

World War; Haffydown Class visited West Stow Anglo Saxon 

Village and, this week, Shackadell Class went on an autumn 

walk and Peartree Class enjoyed a visit to Mill Green Museum 

where they took part in a Great Fire of London workshop. On 

Monday, Year Six head off for a whole week of fun and 

adventure. They will be staying at the Marchants Hill PGL 

Centre in Surrey and experiencing lots of exciting new outdoor 

and adventurous activities. Please check Danes Class page on 

the school website for regular updates about what they are up 

to. 

With one more week until half term, everyone is probably ready 

for a break. We have lots more planned for the rest of the term 

so please check the diary dates. We are excited to be hosting a 

Book Fair in November – this could be a chance for some early 

Christmas shopping whilst also raising money towards some 

new books for class reading corners and the school library. 

We hope that everyone enjoys a relaxing weekend and – 

looking ahead a week – a wonderful half term too. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

AUTUMN TERM  

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 to Friday 20th December 2024 

Half Term – Monday 28th October 2024-Friday 1st November 2024 

Occasional Day Monday 25th November 2024 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 2025 
Half Term – Monday 17th February 2025– Friday 21st February 2025 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 
Bank Holiday – Monday 5th May 2025 – School closed 
Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

Inset Days –School closed 
Inset day – Monday 2nd September 2024 
Occasional day – Monday 25th November 2024 
Inset day – Monday 6th January 2025 
Inset day – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

 

          

Shining Stars were awarded 

to: 

Lily-Rose, Lily S, Ethan O, 

Ethan H, Brody, Amariah, Raha, 

Jack and Leo 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 

Thankfulness is key to our harvest hymns.  

The chorus to ‘We plough the fields and 

scatter’ reminds us: 

‘All good gifts around us, 

Are sent from heaven above; 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

For all his love. 

  

We thank thee then, O Father, 

For all things bright and good, 

The seed time and the harvest, 

Our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer, 

For all thy love imparts, 

And what thou most desirest, 

Our humble, thankful hearts.’ 

(trans Jane Campbell) 

  

‘Thou that hast giv'n so much to me, 

Give one thing more, a grateful heart... 

Not thankful, when it pleaseth me; 

As if thy blessings had spare days: 

But such a heart, whose pulse may be 

Thy praise’ 

(priest poet George Herbert) 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please 

log onto your School Gateway 

account via the website or the 

app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.40 

per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
393 

St. Paul’s 

 
371 

St. Albans 

 
364 

Coventry 

 
335 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

  

 

 
 

Aston St. Mary’s is a NUT and SESAME FREE 

ZONE. Please ensure that packed lunches do 

not contain any products containing nuts  or 

sesame (including  products such as Nutella, 

humus, tahini and sesame seeds on 

bread/breadsticks).  

 

 

 

Well done to Ava who produced this 

fantastic poster about our harvest 

donations to the foodshed. 

All are welcome to attend the Remembrance 

Service at Aston Church on Sunday 

10th November at 10:45am.  Parking will be 

available on the centre field. 

 



British Values: Democracy 

 

  

MP visit - Kevin Bonavia 
Our new MP, Kevin Bonavia, visited 
the school on 3rd October to give our 
new school councillors their school 
council badges.  The MP spoke 
about the importance of democracy 
and the honour of being elected by 
their peers to represent them at the 
school council meetings.  This is 
exactly how Kevin's journey to be a 
MP started.   
Aston School children know they 
have a voice and can make a 
difference to school life, as well as 
life outside of school. 
 

The School Council visit the Foodshed 

Last Friday, we had the privilege of taking our School Council to visit the ‘Foodshed’. This is a local 
foodbank in Stevenage that supports people in our local community who are in need of food. We took 
all of Aston St Mary’s harvest festival donations and went as a team to deliver the food.  

 

When we got there, we were met by a member of the ‘Foodshed’ team called Becky. She was able to 
explain how the ‘Foodshed’ operates and what would happen to our donations. After we explored the 
area and saw how it all operated, it was time for us to get stuck in and do some work! We were able 
to sort all of the food, ready to be stored in the storage areas.  
 

Our next task was to make up some food bags ready to be given away. We had a list of items that 
needed to be placed in each bag. We worked in teams of three to locate each item and check it off the 
list before bagging it up. It is great to think that these bags will be given away to families in need. 

 

The School Council were amazing and worked really hard on their visit. It was really eye-opening to 
see how it operated and it was rewarding to know that we had helped support our local community. 

 

 



Sporting Update 

Cross Country 
Despite the rain, we were delighted that 21 children from Years 5 and 6 were able to represent our school at 
the Stevenage Sporting Future Teams Cross Country competition. Eighteen schools from Stevenage and the 
surrounding area participated. We were immensely proud of everyone who took part – the children showed 
determination and resilience throughout. 

• Our Year Six team were selected to receive the ‘passion’ award: a well-deserved recognition of their 
pure grit and determination. 

• Our Year Five boys team achieved FIRST place.  

• Ethan (Year Five) deserves an extra special mention as he competed as part of the Year Six team and 
achieved an impressive 16th place amongst a field of around 100 runners. 

 

EFL Kids Cup Football Tournament 
We had an exciting start to competitive football this year with the EFL Kids Cup Football Tournament. At the 
first round on Monday, our team from Years Five and Six managed to come in second, with Theo scoring an 
impressive number of goals as well as Teddy’s brilliant saves throughout the fixtures, giving them the 
opportunity to continue to the next round which was held on Friday 11th. After a draw and a loss, we were 
counting on a victory in our third game to proceed to the semi-finals. The team’s hard work paid off and we 
won our last game 1-0 thanks to a lot of determination from the team and a stroke of genius from Ethan. We 
were up against tough opposition in the semi-finals and, unfortunately, didn’t manage to get the win we were 
hoping for. Nevertheless, the children’s passion for football and their exceptional talent shone. We are so proud 
of the team and very grateful to Rene for his coaching support. 

 
 
 
 



Enrichment 
  A Visit to Duxford Imperial War Museum 

Puddlebridge and Danes classes had a wonderful day at Duxford Imperial War Museum.  The visit supported 
our learning about World War Two and The Battle of Britain. We started our day by visiting the Battle of 
Britain hangar where we saw some of the British and German planes as well as experiencing what it would 
have been like inside an Anderson shelter. Next, we visited the Operations Room which was the nerve centre 
of Duxford’s Battle of Britain. From here, the men and women who worked on the ground directed the 
station’s pilots into combat. Later, we visited the Land Warfare exhibition where we were able to wander 
through themed landscapes to discover how fighting on the land has changed from the First World War 
through to modern conflicts. We also enjoyed the American Air Museum where we saw the Boeing B-17 Flying 
Fortress which was used during the Second World War. It was wonderful to receive feedback from some of 
the Duxford volunteers about our children - they were commended for their engagement, their knowledge 
and their excellent behaviour. Aston children really do shine! 

 
 

Stevenage FC Player Visit 
We were really excited to receive a visit from Stevenage Football Club's youngest ever player, Max 
Woodford.   Max, a former pupil of Aston St. Mary’s School, returned to speak to the children about 
aspirations and to inspire them.  The children loved seeing Max and asked him questions about his 
football journey so far and his time at Aston School.  He even remembered one of the harvest songs 
the children sang. We are very proud of Max and wish him the best of luck for his future! 

 



Class News 
 

 

  

Shackadell Class 

This week, Shackadell Class have been learning all about autumn. We were excited to 

go on an autumn walk around the village and invited our grown-ups to come in and 

join us. We loved looking for signs of autumn and collecting lots of autumnal items. 

We set out rules before we left. We could only pick up things that had fallen from 

trees and we were not allowed to touch berries or fungi. When we got back to school, 

we sorted through all of our objects. We read ‘Leaf Man’ and created our own leaf 

people and animals using some of the leaves we had collected. 

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

Here we are, almost at the end of our first half term. Peartree class have been so busy. 

Yesterday, we had our class trip to Mill Green Museum, a working mill. This visit tied in with our 
history topic of The Great Fire of London. We met with Mistress Farriner and made our own 

bread. Photos will follow shortly on Peartree’s class page on the school website. We have also 
had some lovely homework on this topic. 

 

We have also been learning about traditional stories. We discovered that there were many 
animals in traditional stories but there were none about a woodpecker. We decided to write our 

own stories and made a class book full of stories about woodpeckers.  

 
We also wrote our own versions of The Three Little Pigs and the Big, Bad Wolf. Here are the 

beginning of some. Pop into class if you want to read more! 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 
Haffydown had an amazing trip to the West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village! Despite the weather, 
everyone was in high spirits, and we had a fantastic time exploring and learning about life during 
the Anglo-Saxon era. When we returned, we consolidated our learning by using our map skills to 
design our own Anglo-Saxon settlements based on everything we had seen and learned. The 
maps turned out to be so impressive! 

 
As part of our discussion on settlements and why people choose to live where they do, we also 
talked about Miss Myers' sister, Emma, who recently moved to Dubai for work. We were lucky 
enough to have a Skype session with her, where she showed us the stunning Dubai skyline and 
shared her experiences of living there. Our favourite fact? Instead of flocks of pigeons, Emma 
often sees flocks of wild flamingos in Dubai! 

 
Overall, it was a fantastic week filled with hands-on learning, creativity, and a little bit of global 
exploration! 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

This week in Maths, Puddlebridge have been exploring factors and multiples. We kicked off the topic with 
a fun game, helping us identify factors of numbers up to 30.   

  
 

 

  
 

Building on this, we learned how to draw factor bugs, a 
visual tool to find all the factors of a number and spot 
common factors. As we worked through different 
examples, we discovered that some numbers have only two 
factors—1 and the number itself—leading us to learn about 
prime and composite numbers.   
 

This half term in PE, we've focused on developing 
our football skills. Early lessons concentrated on 
mastering the basics—passing, dribbling, and 
shooting. As we grew more confident, we began 
refining our techniques, focusing on accuracy and 
control. More recently, we’ve shifted our attention 
to team dynamics, working on both attacking and 
defensive strategies. By learning how to create 
space, position ourselves on the pitch, and 
communicate effectively with teammates, we've 
become more coordinated in our play, making our 
games more competitive and exciting.  

 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 

 

 

 

  

To finish our art unit this half-term, we put all the skills we had 
learnt to good use with our final pieces. We began the unit by 
drawing planes from photographs before we looked at how 
construction lines can provide a fantastic foundation for a 
realistic and proportional outcome! We added the shading this 
week to finish these masterpieces off.  

 

 

 
We’ve had some exceptional World War II home learning 
pieces brought into school.  
Seth’s Anderson Shelter is equipped with everything that 
you would need to keep you as comfortable as possible 
during an air raid. 
Jasmine thought to use coffee pods and their packaging to 
create this wonderful Spitfire – what a brilliant idea! 

  



 



 



 

 



 



          

 

      

 



 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

  

Art classes held at Aston Bowls Club 

Every Mon daytime 1-3 

Mon Eve 7-9 

Thurs 7-9 

Qualified art tuition for adults in a lovely, relaxed 

atmosphere of creativity, tea (or stronger), biscuits and a 

background of good music! All materials and refreshments 

included in price. No charge if you cannot make a class. 

Total beginners and advanced all welcome! 

For further enquiries please email me Juliet: 

myartystuff@yahoo.com 
 



      

 

     


