
 

  

Diary Dates 
Tuesday 7th January – Children 

return to school after Christmas 

break 

Thursday 9th January – Haffydown 

and Peartree Pantomime trip 

Wednesday 15th January – Deadline 

for primary school applications 

Thursday 16th January – Clothing 

collection 

Wednesday 5th February – Danes 

and Puddlebridge trip to Natural 

History Museum, London 

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February - 

HALF TERM BREAK 

Thursday 27th February – Shackadell 

Theatre Trip (Gordon Craig) 

Monday 3rd March – Secondary 

School allocations 

Thursday 6th March – World Book 

Day 

Monday 10th & Thursday 13th March 

– Parent Teacher Consultations 

Monday 24th March – Danes and 

Puddlebridge K’nex Challenge 

Wednesday 26th March – Shackadell 

Easter Stay and Play 

Friday 28th March – Mothering Day 

Service 

Monday 31st March – Reward Day 

Friday 4th April – Easter Service 

Spring term finishes at 1pm. 

 

 

 

As we head towards the end of term, we would like to wish all of 

our families a very Happy Christmas. In the midst of all the 

preparations for Christmas, both in school and at home, it is 

important that we reflect upon the true meaning of Christmas. 

People all over the world will be celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ 

and sharing in the joy that this brings. Our value this half term is 

‘Thankfulness’; at this time of year, it is particularly important that 

we remember those who are less fortunate than ourselves and we 

should be reminded to be thankful for all that we have. 

We have had a very busy time in school over the past couple of 

weeks. It was wonderful to welcome so many friends and family 

members to enjoy Shackadell’s performance of ‘A Bundle of Joy’ 

last Thursday – the children’s performance was brilliant! Today in 

school, we have our Christmas Lunch – this is always a very special 

occasion with the whole school enjoying their meal together. 

Tomorrow, classes will enjoy their Christmas parties. Thank you for 

all the donations of food and we are hoping that Father Christmas 

will be able to take time out of his busy schedule to pay us a visit. 

Yesterday, it was wonderful to welcome so many of you to our 

Aston St. Mary’s Carol Services. We think you will agree that there 

was a very special atmosphere in the church, and it really was 

wonderful to hear so many children from Years One to Six singing 

solos, duets and in small groups. We are very proud that our 

children have the confidence and enthusiasm to put themselves 

forward to sing. It was also wonderful to hear the Year Six bell 

ringers perform towards the end of the service – thank you to Mr 

Falder for giving the children this opportunity. 

We would like to thank our whole school community for your 

continued support and to wish you and your loved ones a restful 

Christmas and a New Year of health and happiness. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

AUTUMN TERM  

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 to Friday 20th December 2024 

Half Term – Monday 28th October 2024-Friday 1st November 2024 

Occasional Day Monday 25th November 2024 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 2025 
Half Term – Monday 17th February 2025– Friday 21st February 2025 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 
Bank Holiday – Monday 5th May 2025 – School closed 
Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

Inset Days –School closed 
Inset day – Monday 2nd September 2024 
Occasional day – Monday 25th November 2024 
Inset day – Monday 6th January 2025 
Inset day – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

 

 

Shining Stars were 

awarded to: 

Ellis, Evie, 

Harry H. 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 
Christmas is a mix of fact and fantasy, tradition and triviality 

- pagan Saturnalia, Charles Dickens and Prince Albert 
woven in with the miracle and mystery of Bethlehem. 

Christmas is a story of 
homelessness and refugees, 

children and the elderly, 
cruel, worldly politics, 

light shining in the darkness, 
hope, peace and goodwill for all people in the birth of a child 

when, like the shepherds and wise men, people seek and 
follow Him. 

 
‘It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, 

To touch their harps of gold; 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

From Heaven’s all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing. 
 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring; 

Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife 
And hear the angels sing. 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow, 
Look now! for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing. 
Oh, rest beside the weary road, 

And hear the angels sing! 
(Edmund Sears) 

 

School Meals 
To order school meals, please log 

onto your School Gateway account 

via the website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.40 per 

meal 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
397 

St. Paul’s 

 
378 

St. Albans 

 
355 

Coventry 

 
419 

 

House Point Winners 
Well done to Coventry House for 

earning the most house points this half 
term!  

 

 

 

Please be reminded that you can use 

the closed email address should you 

need to contact us out of hours. 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

  

Congratulations to Miss Pear 

We are delighted to share the exciting news 

of Miss Pear’s recent engagement. We are 

sure that you would wish to share with us 

in congratulating her and her fiancé, 

Tommy. 

 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Amelie who has 
passed her Grade 1 piano with merit. 

We are so proud of you. 
 

      

 

Aston School Choir  
The school choir performed at two local events recently.  Firstly, the opening of our village pub - The 

Rose and Crown - on 29th November. Then, on Saturday 7th December we sang at Aston St Mary's 

Church Christmas Tree festival.  The children sang a dozen or more songs. They have been giving 

up their lunchtimes to practice and have learnt so many songs off by heart! Mrs Crowley was brimming 

over with pride! 

 

Attendance 

 
Attendance continues to be a key priority 

across the school – so far this year 
attendance has been very good at 97%. 

Haffydown Class deserve a special mention 
for having the highest score - with all other 

Classes very close behind.  
 

Haffydown: 98%  
Danes: 97% 

Puddlebridge: 97% 
Peartree: 97% 

Shackadell: 96% 
 

‘Attend Today and Achieve Tomorrow’ 
 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

We are delighted to have raised £194.04 for the 

Poppy Appeal in November. Thank you for your 

generous support. 

 

 



Christmas Celebrations 

 

  

Dressing the Christmas Tree 

On Monday 2nd December, we enjoyed Decoration Day in school. This is a popular Aston tradition 

when the children spend the day decorating their classrooms ready for Christmas. One of the most 

special parts of the day is when the whole school gets together to dress the Christmas tree. The 

children are reminded of the symbolism of the different coloured baubles whilst Year Six hang 

them carefully on the tree. It is always a magical moment when the lights of the tree are finally 

switched on. 

 

 

Carol Service 

 
After our first carol service last year, we are delighted that this is now an Aston 
tradition! Year Six did a fabulous job of reminding us of the Christmas story 

and the carols were simply beautiful; we think you will agree that all the 
children sang beautifully. Well done to the fantastic Year Six bell ringers too.  

Please scan the QR code to hear Year Six singing We Three Kings. 
 



Christmas Celebrations 

  A Bundle of Joy 

 

 

We would like to say a HUGE well done to the children in Shackadell Class 

for their fantastic performance of ‘A Bundle of Joy’. They really did 

make us all very proud. Last Monday, the children in Years One - Year Six 

enjoyed watching and we were also delighted to welcome some of the 

older children from Aston Pre-School along to watch. On Thursday, the 

children performed to a packed hall of mums, dads, family and friends. 

We hope that you all enjoyed watching as much as we did.  

 



Christmas Celebrations 

 

  

Christmas Tree Festival – St. Mary’s Church 

        

We were delighted to decorate a tree for the St. Mary’s Church Christmas Tree 

Festival. The event raised just over £2000, some of which will be donated to Feed Up 

Warm Up. Our tree represented the nativity with each class making different 

decorations on the theme. We were delighted that our tree was awarded a certificate 

for Best Children’s Tree Runner Up.  

 

PTFA Christmas Fair 

We are delighted that our recent Christmas Fair was such a great success; it really 

was wonderful to see so many families able to attend after school on Friday 6th 

December. Thank you to everyone who supported this event by coming along or 

donating bottles, chocolates and raffle prizes. A staggering £1,710.76 was 

raised – a very impressive total indeed.  

Particular thanks need to go to the dedicated PTFA team; we really do appreciate all 

that you do to raise important funds for our school. Thank you also to the staff for 

helping out running some of the stalls. Year Six also deserve a special mention for 

doing such a wonderful job of running some of the games – thank you also to some 

of their parents who helped out too.  

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Shackadell Class 
Shackadell have been very busy recently! We have been working hard and learning all about space. We 

designed and created our own spaceships, working towards our curriculum ambition of creating intricate 

junk models. We used our drawing and writing skills to design the rockets after doing some research about 

lots of different space vehicles. We learned different joining techniques and practised our cutting skills. We 

also thought carefully about the types of materials that would be the best choice for our rockets. 

 
We had a wonderful time when our families came in for a ‘stay and make’ session with us. We had a 

chance to get very festive as we made decorations, Nativity scenes and even iced some melting snowman 

biscuits. It was lovely to be able to spend time all together and have some lovely things to take home 

afterwards. 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

I can’t believe it is already the end of term one. How time flies when you are having fun! 

 

In our geography topic about our local area, we have been looking at the different types of houses 

there are around where we live. We have also been looking at ariel maps of Stevenage and Aston. 

We had a fun orienteering lesson where we used a map of our school to find clues. Trevor (our class 

tiger) will be coming home with us in order to learn more about where we live. 

 
In our computing lessons we have been using the 2-Go program to move a character/ object along 

certain pathways using directional symbols and non- standard measures. 

 
I hope you all have a lovely Christmas break and look forward to seeing you all in the Spring term. 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

In Haffydown, we've been busy exploring a range of exciting topics. In maths, we've been 

learning all about 2D and 3D shapes, as well as angles and directions. We've discovered the 

properties of vertices, edges, and faces, and applied our knowledge by using Carroll diagrams to 

sort and classify shapes.

 

Our creative adventures continued in Forest School, where we used clay and natural materials to 

make our very own Boggarts—spooky creatures from folklore. It was a fun and imaginative way 

to connect with nature! 

  

In English, we've been on an incredible journey around the world with our book Atlas of 

Adventure. So far, we've travelled to destinations like Finland, Paris, London, and even 

Antarctica! Each lesson feels like a new adventure as we ‘board the plane’ and explore these 

exciting places. We have written persuasive news broadcasts and informative postcards home to 

tell our families about our adventures.  

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

In Puddlebridge, we have been thoroughly enjoying our recent Design Technology lessons. As part of a group 

project, we designed and constructed model Anderson shelters. Our work began with research into the 

different types of shelters used during World War II. We recorded our findings using photos, text, and 

sketches to inspire our designs. 

         

In our groups, we carefully planned our shelters, ensuring they would be both durable and authentic in 

appearance. When it came to building, we used a jinx framework to create a solid structure. We developed 

practical skills by cutting wood with hacksaws and securing pieces with glue. 

Once the shelters were complete, we tested their strength by simulating an air raid, dropping a ball from 

different heights to evaluate their durability. This project was a fantastic opportunity to combine creativity, 

teamwork, and hands-on learning! 

 

 



Class News 
 

 

Danes Class 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What a lot of learning we’ve done in 
Danes Class over the past few 
weeks! We had an exciting couple of 
days enjoying our second DT project - 
Anderson Shelters. To find out how we 
made these impressive pieces, scan the 
QR code.  

 
 

Our English learning has 
had a sharp focus on 
creating a gothic 
atmosphere and building 
tension. We enjoyed an 
extract of Charlotte 
Brontë’s ‘Jane Eyre’ 
before taking inspiration 
from her style to write 
our own gothic piece.  
Our busy term has ended 
with completing our class 
reader - Goodnight Mr 
Tom. We’ve been 
engrossed in the 
protagonist, Willie’s (an 
evacuee during World 
War Two) emotional 
story. 

 

Our historical learning about ‘Brave and Beautiful Britain’ 
has moved on to a more geographical focus. We have 
developed our mapping skills in a variety of ways. A 
particular highlight was when our focus was on contour 
lines. After learning what contour lines show, we could 
choose how we presented our learning. Some of us 
created impressive 3D paper models - this took a lot of 
focus and patience! Others of us chose a more ‘pen to 
paper’ type of activity where we recreated the side profile 
of a 3D landscape using contour lines as well as drawing 
our own contour lines and labelling the features of the 
location. 
To explore the landscapes in Britain, we looked at a 
comparison between Stevenage and the Lake District. 
Our learning with OS maps enabled us to understand the 
contrast between the locations, observing how their very 
different features present themselves on a 2D 
representation (a map). This has helped us to understand 
why, during World War Two, cities were a target rather 
than countryside locations. 
 

 

 

 

 


