Aston St. Mary’s Newsletter

Our value this half term is Service

www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk

24™ January 2025

Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love.

Diary Dates

Friday 31% January — Non-
uniform day (governor fund)
Wednesday 5 February —
Danes and Puddlebridge trip
to Natural History Museum,
London

Monday 17" — Friday 21
February - HALF TERM
BREAK

Thursday 27" February —
Shackadell Theatre Trip
(Gordon Craig)

Monday 3" March —
Secondary School allocations
Thursday 6" March — World
Book Day

Monday 10*" & Thursday
13t March — Parent Teacher
Consultations

Monday 24t March — Danes
and Puddlebridge K’'nex
Challenge

Wednesday 26" March —
Shackadell Easter Stay and
Play

Friday 28t March —
Mothering Day Service
Monday 31t March —
Reward Day

Friday 4" April — Easter
Service

Spring term finishes at 1pm.

We are now three weeks into the spring term and what a lot has happened! We
were delighted to welcome our Ofsted inspection team into school last week;
our previous inspection was just over ten years ago and so much has changed
since then. In fact, the Ofsted inspection framework itself has changed so schools
are now judged against a completely different criterion. We had a lot to share
with the inspectors about what makes our school the special place that it is.
During the two-day visit, the inspectors spent time in every class, met with
teachers, subject leaders, and the leadership team and, most importantly, talked
formally and informally to lots of the children. Children eloquently spoke about
their learning, their relationships and their school; they made us all very, very
proud. We would also like to thank so many parents for taking the time to share
their views with the inspection team — many via the online survey and also by
speaking to the inspectors on the playground. We really cannot thank you
enough — your feedback was overwhelmingly positive and really does mean a
lot. It is great to know that the vast majority of parents would recommend our
school, and that ALL of the children enjoy school and feel safe. Our whole staff
team work incredibly hard for the benefit of the children throughout the year
and last week was a particularly demanding week for everyone involved — thank
you to the whole team for being so dedicated to our school! The governors too
met with the inspection team as well as working tirelessly throughout the school
year to support our school — we are so lucky to have such a wide range of
expertise on our governing body as well as a group of individuals who genuinely
care about our school. You really couldn’t get a more skilled, dedicated and
caring team of staff and governors than we have at Aston St. Mary’s. We now
have to await the publication of the report which should be out some time in
February — we will, of course, share it with parents as soon as we receive the
final version.

Please note on our dates list that next Friday (31 January) will be a non-uniform
day to raise money towards the ongoing maintenance of our school. As a
voluntary aided school with a building that is around sixty years old, there is
always lots that needs doing. Any donations would be very gratefully received.

Our whole school value this half term is Service; please see later in this
newsletter for some ideas about how you may wish to explore this value at home
with your child.

We wish you a happy and relaxing weekend and hope that you are able to enjoy
some special family time together.



http://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 SChOOl Meals
SPRING TERM
Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 2025
Half Term — Monday 17th February 2025- Friday 21st February 2025 log onto your School Gateway
account via the website or the
SUMMER TERM app.

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.40
Bank Holiday — Monday 5th May 2025 — School closed
Half term — Monday 26th May 2025 — Friday 30th May 2025 per meal

Please note: Dinner money

To order school meals, please

Inset Days —School closed

fees for KS2 will increase to
Inset day — Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025

£3.55 per meal from
ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 April 15t 2025.
AUTUMN TERM O
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 /n )
Half Term — Monday 27th October 2025 - Friday 31st October 2025 C
Occasional Day: Monday 24th November 2025 — School closed , )
Christmas Holidays — 22nd December 2025 — Friday 2nd January 2026 -

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the A Thought from Reverend Jen ny:

service of others.” — Mahatma Gandhi Did it actually happen? Did Jesus really turn water into

wine? School children always ask me when | tell this
“Everybody can be great because

everybody can serve.” — Martin Luther

King, Jr. St Matthew, Mark and Luke don’t include this story in their
gospels — only St John records it - maybe it’s based on

“Give your hands to serve, and your events John witnessed himself or was told by others close

hearts to [ove.” — Mother Teresa to Jesus. But there’s always more than meets the eye with
Jesus’ miracles. Every detail matters. There are layers of

story... I'm sure congregations quietly ask this too!

“How wonderful it is that nobody
need wait a single moment before
starting to improve the world.”-
Anne Frank

meaning, more than we can ever explain or understand.

St John never uses the word ‘miracle’ - he refers to Jesus’
miracles as signs - signs that show us what God is like, who
Jesus is and the difference believing in him makes to
people’s lives.

House Points

The vast quantity of wine, of the finest quality, is a sign of

Canterbury God’s overflowing love, His desire to bless.

The unimportance of Cana and the wedding couple are
a sign that everyone matters to God.

Wine symbolises the richness of life that comes from living

God’s way of love, the transformation of our lives as we
follow Jesus in caring for our neighbour and our world.

May we taste and see the Lord is good. (Psalm 34:8)



http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Darcie and
Jayden O. who have both passed
their Grade 2 piano with merit.

We are so proud of you.
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School Uniform

Please be reminded that all clothing must be
clearly labelled with your child’s name. Every
week, items are found without names which

means we are unable to return them to their

owner.

Please be reminded that Aston St. Mary’s is a
NUT and SESAME FREE ZONE. Please ensure that
packed lunches do not contain any products
containing nuts or sesame (including products

such as Nutella, humus, tahini and sesame seeds
on bread/breadsticks).

Notices

Peter Pan Pantomime Trip
Peartree and Haffydown Classes enjoyed a
fantastic afternoon as they took to the skies
with Peter, Wendy and Tinker Bell at the

Gordon Craig Theatre on Thursday 9"
January. Many children returned to school
saying it was their best trip ever! They were so
excited to watch a live performance -
especially following our whole school
performance of Peter Pan in July. A particular
highlight for many was the ice cream they
enjoyed during the interval! Particular thanks
should go to all the staff involved in arranging
and running this trip — these opportunities
wouldn’t be able to happen without the hard

work and dedication of the staff involved.

Choir Performance

On Saturday March 1st at 7pm the school choir has
been invited to perform with The Jupiter Singers at a
concert to raise money for Keech Hospice. It is being

held at St Mary's Church in Hitchin Town Centre. All are
welcome and tickets are available on the door.

Sports Update

Already this term, our football teams have been enjoying matches. Matches have been played by our Year
Three and Four team as well as our Year Five and Six A and B teams. Tomorrow, the A team will be
competing in the small schools’ county cup finals day. We wish them the very best of luck.

Next week, a group of children from Year Five will participate at a Badminton festival at Barnwell School




Notices

Year 2 Recycled Fashion Show: A Fantastic Display of Creativity and Confidence!

Year Two recently took part in our second exciting Recycled Fashion Show, where they showcased their creative
outfits made from recycled materials. During the Autumn term, in science, the children learned all about the
properties, uses, and suitability of different materials, and how recycling can help protect the planet. With the support
of their wonderful grown-ups, the children designed and crafted their own unique outfit at home.

The fashion show was a huge success, with students walking confidently down the catwalk in
front of the whole school. We were so proud of their efforts. From football kits to dresses,

glasses, and even a dragon, the creativity on display was truly impressive as Year Two strutted
their stuff to Madonna's Vogue.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped bring these fabulous designs to life. Be sure to
check out the video of the fashion show on Haffydown's class webpage to see the incredible
work for yourself! Scan the QR code to take a look.
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Did You now’? Dlease unnort
) our PTrA

...that, for the price of a coffee and cake, you could be o
supporting our school through The School Governor Fund! All are welcome to join our

Chair - Rosie (Keely and
Aston St. Mary’s is a Voluntary Aided school. The Governors

maintain a fund to support school improvements and the school’s
ongoing development. The main source of income for this fund is
donations from families of children attending the school. mum) for a meeting and chat

at drop off time on

Harrison’s mum) and Vice
Chair - Becky (Izzy and Millie’s

You can make voluntary payments into this account for the
benefit of all the children. Friday 28" February.

School bank: BarCIayS Bank, Histon Branch Please come a|0ng if you can.

Account name: HCC Aston St Mary’s CofE Governors Account The more people who get

involved and are able to help

Sort code: 20-17-19 the children benefit.




Class News
Shackadell Class

In Shackadell class we have been back to school with a BANG, CRASH and ZAP as we have been
learning all about superheroes. We started off by reading ‘There’s a superhero in your book’ by
Tom Fletcher and created our own superhero secret identities! We thought about what kinds of

superpowers we might have and thought of our own super name. We even made masks and
choose and created our own capes.

Next, we read a really exciting story - ‘Supertato’ by Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet. We have loved
this story and particularly enjoyed when Evil Pea escaped the book and came to cause havoc in
our classroom! He hid many of the vegetables around our room and we spent time searching for
them. During child initiated learning, we checked them off on a tens frame grid and used our
phonics to label which ones we had found. We also wrote words, phrases and simple sentences to
describe Evil Pea and Supertato.

Recently we have also loved the freezing cold weather, and we have been enjoying looking at the

ice in our outdoor classroom so we decided to make our very own ice decorations. We used
recycled containers and collected lots of natural things from our garden like moss, leaves, sticks
and fir tree leaves to put in the decorations. We added water and some string to make a hanger.
We had to wait overnight to let them freeze. The next day we took the ice decorations out of the




Class News

Peartree Class

You may have noticed that we have a new member of staff in Peartree class. | would like to
introduce Miss Laing; she is a student teacher and will be with us until February half term.
In our English lessons, we have been using our ‘performance voices’ to rehearse and recite
performance poetry. We have listened to Michael Rosen read some of his poems, which we
found very funny. We then, in small groups learned and performed ‘Now We Are Six’ a poem
written by A.A. Milne. Our final poem was about our class dragon, Daisy the Dreadful Dragon.
Please scan the QR code to watch or see the video on Seesaw.

In history, we are learning about Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth Il, the
three longest reigning queens. We will be focussing on some of the significant changes within
their rule. We imagined what it would have been like to look out of a window in each time period.

: e n Englond when the 3 queens
Drew something that each g Nght howe seen. ”
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Haffydown recently celebrated a
major milestone — collectively
reading 1,000 books since
September! To mark this
achievement, we held a special
Reading Day which proved to be
filled with fun and excitement.
We pushed the tables and chairs
aside, brought in blankets and
pillows, and created a cozy
reading den on the floor where
everyone could relax in their
comfiest clothes.

Throughout the day, we shared our favourite books to inspire each other’s love for reading. It was a

wonderful opportunity to just slow down, enjoy a good story, and spend time together. We were also lucky

to have some special guests join us to read aloud, including Miss Maddox, Mrs. Winwood, and even a

surprise appearance by Miss Nellie!

Everyone had the chance to read their favourite book aloud to the class, and we wrapped up the day with

a fun Golden Time to celebrate our achievement. To top it all off, we all enjoyed a hot chocolate with

whipped cream and marshmallows. It was a fantastic way to highlight the importance of reading and to

cherish the joy of sharing stories. Congratulations to everyone in Haffydown for reaching this incredible

reading goal and to all the support at home!




Class News
Puddlebridge Class

In English, we have been reading Arthur and the Golden Rope by Joe Todd-Stanton. Inspired by the story,
we’ve had lots of fun planning our own adventure tales! We created maps of our imaginary islands,
designed unique main characters, and described mythical creatures. Now, we’re working hard on writing
our very own short narratives.
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In Maths, we’ve started an exciting new unit on shape. This week, we classified different types of
guadrilaterals, explored lines of symmetry, and developed our use of mathematical language to
describe both regular and irregular polygons.

In Science, Year Four have been delving into the digestive system. We began by exploring its
starting point: our teeth! We learned about the four types of human teeth—incisors, canines,
premolars, and molars—and their important functions. We then had lots of fun using plasticine to
create a model of our own teeth.

Plasticine also came in handy during Geography, where we studied the structure of the Earth.
Working in pairs, we built models showcasing the Earth’s layers: the inner core, outer core, mantle,

and crust. This activity helped us visualize and understand the planet’s fascinating structure.




Class News

Danes Class

We have begun lots of exciting, new learning in Danes class this term.

We are enjoying our new class text ‘Boy In The Tower’ for our e 2 T, 2015
English unit focussed around creating mystery and suspense. ‘Iﬁ to M&Anlawumt e husan b chamders tothougfhs
The author, Polly Ho-Yen, certainly is a master at creating s

suspense in her writing as we just want to keep reading! Our | ""L‘“"M*F‘“‘* ""?" sepl
learning journey takes us through key skills — one of which is r&-—-ﬂlﬂ-—&o—-nh&&n—mmw and Bon poitad te

using dialogue. Our task was to continue a conversation in _\lL.LGm,;..L.t. ,:‘ir' ang.m.mim~

chapter 14 using our own ideas as well as what we knew about |
the characters’ thoughts and feelings. _mewmmmm

In maths, we have been learning about methods for division

and building our confidence with these. Our learning has now

moved on to algebraic reasoning. So far, we have explored
BODMAS.

Our geography topic ‘Extreme Earth’ has been complimented by our ‘Earth and Space’ learning in science.
Both topics have got us thinking about the structure of the Earth.

In science, we have looked at different theories about the Earth’s shape. A long time ago, lots of people
thought the Earth was flat based on what they could see whereas there is more evidence now to show that
the Earth is spherical. After hearing about these different theories, we wrote what we thought the shape of
the Earth was based upon evidence.

For our geographical learning, we worked in pairs to create plasticine models of the Earth, showing the five
layers that make up the planet on which we live. Making the models took a lot of strength and perseverance
but it was all worth it with how satisfying the cut through the middle of our masterpieces was to watch! With
our Earths now cut in half, we labelled each of the layers using cocktail sticks. To consolidate our learning, we
wrote what we had learnt about the structure of the Earth. We have already had some incredible volcanic
home learning projects brought into school some of which we have enjoyed watching erupt on the

layground!
playve We have enjoyed a new unit in music based on

Adele’s cover of ‘Make You Feel My Love’. So far,
we have listened to and appraised both Adele’s
and Bob Dylan’s versions of the memorable song.
We are currently learning the melody on recorders
and glockenspiels in addition to learning all of the
lyrics. Miss Branagan has been blown away by how
beautiful it is sounding already after only a couple
of weeks. Our final version - at the end of this half
term - will be published on the website so keep a
look out for it!




This term we will be focussing in school on the value SERVICE.
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S ERVI CE We hope your family will find these ideas helpful as you

HOME SCHOOL VALUES explore the value and have fun together.

“ THINK TOGETHER' -
~ Words of Wisdom

“There is more happiness

in giving than receiving”

The words of lesus recorded in

. ‘An!s 20.35 - The Good News Bible -
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Complete a ‘service snail’.

Living a life of service is about
keeping your eyes open and
looking out for ways to make
others smile.

Draw a large smiley snail. Can you
fillin the spirals on the snail’s
shell with ways in which as a
family you serve each other in one
week? When the snail shell is full
take it to school to display in the
Challenge Gallery.

ﬁ HALL OF FAME

_ ‘@) FASCINATING
JK Rowling OBE ¢ FACTS

Joanne K Rowling is best
known for writing the
series of fictional novels
about Harry Potter,
stories which captured
the imagination
of children across
the world. She was
awarded the OBE for
her “services to children’s literature”. .

& * over 800 OBEs are now given each year
JK Rowling wanted to use some of the money
she had earned from her books to help orphaned * OBEs are awarded for service such as:
children in Eastern Europe, she founded The o helping disabled children and their families
Lumos Foundation and funded work to transform o working on nature conservation projects
the lives of disadvantaged children living in
huge, poorly funded orphanages. With her help
beautiful, well equipped homes have been
established, run by foster parents who love
and care for young children.

OBE Award

The OBE, Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire, is an honour and medal awarded to people who have
served their country or local community, often as volunteers.

* the first honours were awarded by George Vin 1917 to
people who had served their country in World War 1 but
were not soldiers

o bringing relief to carers of very sick relatives

o protecting and caring for our country’s
important buildings

o providing animal welfare
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