
 

  

Diary Dates 
Tuesday 22nd April – Children return 

to school  

Tuesday 29th April – Shackadell Class 

– Height, weight and vision checks 

Monday 5th May – Bank Holiday  

Thursday 8th May – VE ‘Dress for 

Victory’ 

Monday 12th – Thursday 15th May – 

Year 6 SATs Assessments 

Friday 16th May – Danes and 

Puddlebridge Classes visit to 

Whipsnade Zoo 

Monday 19th – Friday 23rd May – Year 

6 Bikeability 

Wednesday 21st May – Open 

afternoon (2:15pm-3:15pm) 

Wednesday 4th June - Peartree Class 

to Stanwick Lakes 

Thursday 5th June – Shackadell Class 

to Hertfordshire Zoo 

Friday 6th June – Sports Day (am) 

Tuesday 10th June – Years 5 and 6 

Young First Aiders training 

Wednesday 18th June – Haffydown 

Class to Hertford Museum 

Thursday 26th June – Class photos 

Thursday 10th July – Class Transition 

Day and Year 6 to secondary schools 

Tuesday 15th July – Whole school 

production at 1:30pm and 6pm  

Wednesday 16th July - Whole school 

production at 6pm 

Friday 18th July – Summer Term Ends 

at 1pm 

 

 

 
As we reach the end of term, we would like to wish all our families 

a happy and relaxing Easter break.  

 

It was wonderful that so many parents and friends were able to join 

us in church this morning for our Easter service and also last Friday 

for our Mothering service. We think that you’ll agree that both 

were very special occasions. 

 

Earlier this week, the children enjoyed a special Easter breakfast in 

school. This is always a lovely occasion during which hot cross buns 

are shared whilst the children are reminded of the importance of 

Easter in the Christian calendar. Another important Aston tradition, 

which takes place today, is the egg decorating competition 

followed by egg rolling on the school playground. These are always 

exciting and closely fought competitions! We hope that the 

decorated ceramic eggs can be enjoyed as part of your Easter 

celebrations at home. 

Following some recent problems resulting from the use of social 

media, please take a look at the posters at the back of this 

newsletter about WhatsApp and Snapchat. Key safety messages 

are regularly reinforced in school via our PSHE and Computing 

curriculums – including the age restrictions applicable to social 

media sites, films and games. It certainly is a tough world that our 

youngsters are growing up in and it is important that schools work 

together with parents to help children to navigate the online world 

whilst keeping them safe and happy. 

As you will see from the dates list, we already have lots planned for 

the term ahead. In the meantime, we hope that you all enjoy some 

special family time over the break, and we look forward to 

welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 22nd April. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 

Bank Holiday – Monday 5th May 2025 – School closed 

Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

Inset days – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

AUTUMN TERM 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 
Half Term: Monday 27th October 2025 – Friday 31st October 2025 
Occasional Day: Monday 24th November 2025 – School closed 
Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd January 2026 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 
Half Term: Monday 16th February 2026– Friday 20th February 2026 
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March 2026 – Friday 10th April 2026 

 
Inset days – Monday 1st September 2025, Monday 5th January 2026, Monday 
13th April 2026 
 

 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 

Many people today question the Christian 

faith.  The Easter story IS hard to believe. 

Common sense tells us dead people don’t rise 
again. Yet billions of Christians, throughout the 

world, for over 2,000 years, believe Jesus did just 

this. Thousands of Christian saints and martyrs in 

every age have died refusing to deny this faith. 

Doubts are natural and can arise at any time. But 
being honest about them, talking about them with 

others, deepens our faith. ‘Certainty can be 

blinding. Embrace your doubts—they’re your 

compass in a world where arrogance often drowns 

out wisdom. Remember, questioning is your 
superpower; it fuels growth and keeps your mind 

open.’ (Bertrand Russell) 

'We decide what we think we know' he said. From 

such evidence as we have. In the absence of more 

evidence we can do no other.  But we must be 
humble...' (Kate Grenville, A Room Made of 

Leaves) 

It takes humility to accept we won’t get to the 

bottom of the mystery of God, of life itself…but it 

is realistic! 

 
 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, 

please log onto your 

School Gateway account 

via the website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES 

£3.55 per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
502 

St. Paul’s 

 
640 

St. Albans 

 
561 

Coventry 

 
592 

 

Please be reminded that you can use the 
closed email address should you need to 

contact us out of hours. 
closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

House Point Winners 
Well done to St. Paul’s House for 

earning the most house points this half 
term!  

 
 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

  

Music Curriculum Progression 
At the beginning of this academic year, we introduced a new and 

exciting music curriculum across the school. We are delighted 

with the level of engagement and enjoyment as well as being very 

proud of the children’s developing musical skills. We have 

recently put together some videos of musical performances from 

across the classes – these really are a pleasure to watch.  

Please scan the QR code to our school website to take a look. 

  

 

 
NUT AND SESAME FREE ZONE 

Please be reminded that Aston St. 

Mary’s is a NUT and SESAME FREE 

ZONE. Please ensure that packed 

lunches do not contain any products 

containing nuts  or sesame (including  

products such as Nutella, humus, 

tahini and sesame seeds on 

bread/breadsticks). 

 

 

Congratulations to 

the following children 

who were awarded 

Shining Stars this 

week – we are very 

proud of you all. 

Gabriella, Ethan H., 

Jack B., Lily-Rose, 

Cooper, Millie and 

Stanley 

 

 

 

FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 

Following winning the local football tournament in December at 

Stevenage FC, our Year 5 and 6 team were invited to participate in a 

national football tournament representing Stevenage FC.  Teams had 

travelled from all over the south of England, including as far south as 

Exeter.  

Stevenage FC kindly provided the team with kits and a minibus for 

the competition.  The team, along with their coach, Rene (Theo's dad) 

and Toby from Stevenage FC, travelled to High Wycombe on the 

18th March.  They played five matches.  Each match was very 

competitive.  Good sportsmanship was displayed throughout the day.  

Sadly, on this occasion, the team were unable to progress to the finals 

stage at Wembley stadium.  We are extremely proud of our whole 

team, and this was a great experience for them all.  Thank you to Rene 

for coaching and Toby for supporting Rene.  Also, thanks to our 

parents for travelling to cheer on our team and Stevenage FC for 

providing this opportunity for our small school. 

 

 



Notices 

  

  

‘Attend Today and Achieve Tomorrow’ 

 
Attendance continues to be a key priority across the school – this term, attendance has been 96%. 
Danes and Haffydown Classes deserve a mention for having the highest attendance score - with 

Puddlebridge Class very close behind.  

Danes: 96.8% 
Haffydown: 96.8%  

Puddlebridge: 96.5% 
Shackadell: 95.4% 

Peartree: 94.5% 
 

Every Minute Counts 
Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage 

your child in adult life. The chart below shows the impact of absence across one school year. 

 

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 

 

Working alongside the local authority, any holidays taken during term 

time will be subject to a fine from 1st April.   If a child has 10 unauthorised 

sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a 10-week school period a 

penalty notice will be considered.  Following a time of leave, if a child 

does not return to school when expected (for any reason) evidence will 

be required, or they will be marked as unauthorised absence.   

Further details can be found on our school website attendance page: 

Attendance | Aston St Marys 

 

 

 

https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/attendance-2/


Easter Breakfast 

  

 

On Tuesday, the whole school gathered for a special Easter breakfast, marking a meaningful and joyful 
occasion. Mrs. Holmes began by speaking about the significance of Easter, and she was very impressed 
by the pupils’ responses when asked about the importance of bread and wine, with answers such as 
Communion and the Eucharist. Students also shared their knowledge of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, and the Last Supper, demonstrating a deep understanding of the Easter story. We watched 
a Lego video depicting the crucifixion of Jesus and listened to a modern rap retelling of a Bible verse, which 
everyone enjoyed moving along to! Lily and Ethan H spoke confidently in front of the assembly, introducing 
the hot cross buns we were about to eat—a delicious and symbolic treat! Sitting together with friends, we 
talked about Easter while savouring our buns. To top off the celebration, we enjoyed our much-loved 
annual tradition of watching the Spring Chicken song by Shackadell, with fantastic performances from 
Albie, Spencer, Millie, Tom, and Theia. It was a truly special morning! 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Shackadell Class 

Shackadell class have been learning so much about animals! Following on from our trip to the allotments 

to find out about local wildlife, we have been learning all about wildlife in contrasting places in the world. 

At first, we learned about the continent of Africa and focussed in on South Africa. We read ‘The Ugly Five’ 

by Julia Donaldson. We loved finding out about the native wildlife on the Savannah. We made our own 

amazing books, combining so many of the skills we have learned this year. We also tried a new skill – 

digital drawing. We used a stylus to draw some of the animals. 

 
Next, we learned about animals from another continent – Antarctica. We read ‘Jonty Gentoo - The 

Adventures of a Penguin’ by Julia Donaldson. We read fact files about animals that live in Antarctica. We 

learned how to create detail drawings and then to paint these with watercolour which was another new 

skill. After this, we wrote facts about our chosen animal! 

 

 

We also read ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver 

Jeffers. We used our skills to design and 

create boats that would be able to float 

whilst carrying the boy and the penguin all 

the way back to Antarctica! 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

Here we are at the end of another term. Time flies when you are having fun. We have had so much fun 

over the last few weeks ending with our English unit using the book ‘Sometimes You Have to be a Bit 

Naughty’ by Tim Minchin.  We have looked at the different types of sentences and their punctuation 

marks. We have all joined in with role-play and have written a play-script based on this. Finally, we had a 

lot of fun putting together a class video to go with the song. 

 

 

 

Please scan the QR code to 

watch. 

We hope you have a lovely Easter 

break and don’t eat too many 

Easter eggs. 

See you in the summer term. 

  



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

Year 2 and Year 3 have been working extremely hard on column addition! We started by using 
resources to build and understand the method, beginning with two-digit numbers before moving on 
to three-digit numbers, including carrying into other columns. As our confidence grew, we focused 

on presenting our work neatly and ensuring we placed each digit in the correct column. Some of our 
Year 3s even challenged themselves by rolling a dice to generate their own three-digit numbers, 

adding them together, marking their own work, and spotting any errors. The effort and attention to 
detail in presentation have been fantastic—well done, everyone! Keep up the great work!  

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

 

             

 

 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 

 

  

 

It has been so wonderful to 

see the effort the children are 

consistently putting into their 

home learning.  

In English, we have been 

basing our learning on Isatou 

Ceesay’s ‘One Plastic Bag’.  

To support their understanding of punctuation and grammar, the 

children have created punctuation posters which are proudly 

being displayed in the classroom. 

Last week, Danes Class enjoyed participating in the 

2025 GoConstruct K’nex challenge. This 

engineering challenge involved 180 schools across 

Hertfordshire and surrounding areas. Led by our 

local STEM ambassador, the challenge involved 

using K’nex to construct a fairground ride. We 

worked in pairs and had an hour to complete the 

challenge before presenting our model to the 

class. We were scored for different aspects of our 

work including teamwork, problem solving and 

design. 

  

 

We had a fantastic morning and learnt so much! 

Ethan R. and Ethan H. were delighted that their log 

flume was chosen as our class winner. A photo of 

their model will be judged against the winning 

designs from other schools. 

To prepare for writing a persuasive speech this week, we 

researched the problems with plastic pollution. Our efforts have 

been collated and turned into a class book. 



                  

        

  

An exciting library event at our local library: 
 
Pākiki Theatre presents ‘The Big Herts Hero Hunt!’, an 
interactive theatre show, exploring Hertfordshire's 
wonderful heritage. Details of the show:  The show will 
introduce suffragist Louisa Puller, racing driver Lewis 
Hamilton, scientist Alfred Russell Wallace, writer and 
illustrator Beatrix Potter, well-being pioneer Ebenezer 
Howard and daredevil Dolly Shepherd! The audience 
will help our Hero Hunters discover these people and 
their legacy using clues, a map, problem solving, 
drama, fun facts, and time travel, working as a team to 
uncover the future heroes of Hertfordshire! Most 
suited for children aged 6+ and their families. All in 
attendance must have a ticket. 

 

Events and 

Activities at 

Stevenage Library 
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