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Our value this half term is Forgiveness
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14 March 2025

Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love.

Diary Dates

Friday 215t March — Non-
uniform day (donations for
Rainbow Raffle hampers)
Monday 24* March — Danes
and Puddlebridge K’'nex
Challenge

Wednesday 26" March —
Shackadell Easter Stay and Play
Friday 28t March — Mothering
Day Service 9:30am

PTFA Mother’s Day Gifts
Monday 31t March — Reward
Day

Friday 4t April — Easter Service
9:30am

Spring term finishes at 1pm.
PTFA Easter Egg Hunt at 1pm.
Rainbow Raffle.

Tuesday 22" April — Children
return to school for the summer
term.

Monday 5t May — Bank Holiday
Thursday 8" May — VE ‘Dress
for Victory’

Monday 12 — Thursday 15t
May — Year 6 SATs Assessments
Monday 19t — Friday 23" May
- Year 6 Bikeability
Wednesday 215t May — Open
afternoon (2:15pm-3:15pm)

This half term, our value is forgiveness. Learning to forgive is vital for
personal growth and creating a positive, respectful community. In our
daily worship, we have been engaging in discussions and listening to
stories to better understand the power of forgiving others. Forgiveness
helps build stronger relationships, reduces anger, and promotes
kindness. We encourage families to continue this conversation at home
—there are some ideas at the end of this newsletter.

On Thursday 27" February, Shackadell Class enjoyed a visit to the
Gordon Craig Theatre. This trip was an amazing experience for the
children, allowing them to step into the world of live theatre and
immerse themselves in the magic of storytelling through performance.

Last week, we celebrated World Book Day, children across the school
enjoyed a day of activities based around the text ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver
Jeffers. Take a look at the class pages to see some of the fantastic
learning that took place. As part of our World Book Day celebrations, we
organized a book swap, allowing children to exchange their old books
for new ones. It was a great way to promote a love for reading and share
the joy of discovering new stories. The day gave us an opportunity to
reflect on the importance of reading in shaping young minds. It's
through books that children can develop empathy, creativity, and critical
thinking skills. We're proud to see our children grow into passionate
readers and writers.

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who attended Parents'
Evening this week. We truly appreciate your participation and
engagement in your child’s learning journey. The evenings provided a
chance for teachers to share valuable insights into children’s academic
progress, personal development, and areas for growth. We believe that
the strong partnership between school and home plays a critical role in
fostering a positive learning environment, and we are grateful to all
families for their continued support and involvement.

We wish everyone a happy and relaxing weekend.



http://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 School Meals

SPRING TERM

Tuesday 7th January 2025 to Friday 4th April 2025 To order school meals

please log onto your School
SUMMER TERM .
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 Gateway account via the
Bank Holiday — Monday 5th May 2025 — School closed website or the app.

Half term — Monday 26th May 2025 — Friday 30th May 2025 DINNER MONEY FEES

Inset days — Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025
£3.40 per meal

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 Please note: Dinner money
AUTUMN TERM fees for KS2 will increase to
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 £3.55 per meal from
Half Term: Monday 27th October 2025 — Friday 31st October 2025 April 1% 2025,
Occasional Day: Monday 24th November 2025 — School closed
Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 — Friday 2nd January 2026

SPRING TERM /'\ O
Tuesday 6th January 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 )
Half Term: Monday 16th February 2026— Friday 20th February 2026
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March 2026 — Friday 10th April 2026 )

-

Inset days — Monday 1st September 2025, Monday 5th January 2026, Monday
13th April 2026

Please be reminded that you can use the A Thought from Reverend Jenny'
closed email address should you need to

contact us out of hours. Resisting the idea of aging is like stomping on the imaginary brake when

you're in the passenger seat: completely understandable but utterly
closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk pointless.” (Catherine Fox wife of the Bishop of Sheffield)

My clergy letter in the March Parish News shared with you that |
will be 70 in June this year so I must retire as Rector of the Beane
Valley Benefice our five village churches. I have been with you
now for 12 years and it has been a great privilege and joy to live
and work in this place. Change stirs up many emotions - letting
go of arole, home and community [ love is a huge adjustment. But
as Nutella, humus, tahini and change is part of life. It's also a new adventure, with new
sesame seeds on NUT AND SESAME possibilities and opportunities for us all. We can be grateful for
bread/breadsticks). FREE ZONE the past but not limited by it. We can choose to look forward to
the future with excitement, openness and positivity, not cling to
the past.

Please be reminded that Aston
St. Mary’s is a NUT and SESAME
FREE ZONE. Please ensure that
packed lunches do not contain
any products containing nuts or

sesame (including products such

House POlntS We can make way for the new. With the community at Taizé we

can trust God and rejoice:

Canterbury

‘In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
In the Lord I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices the Lord is near.

You (God) are my salvation. I trust in you.
St. Alb ans I shall not be afraid,
You are my strength, You are my song.
The Lord is my Rock, The Lord is my fortress.
My God, You are my refuge and my shield.’



http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm

Rock Steady Bands

What a fantastic start our four Rock Steady bands have made! There is certainly a buzz of excitement in
school each Thursday morning as the bands rehearse. After just three sessions, the children are SO
enthusiastic and are working incredibly hard. Each band is made up of nine children: two on drums; a bass
player; two guitarists; two playing keyboard and two vocalists.

‘I veally love it because it makes my heart go really fast and helps me to concentrate.’ Charlie S
‘Rock Steady is making me better at singing. Sometimes I'm a little bit scared but now I'm not." Bella
"I love Rock Steady because you learn lots of new music notes. It's so fun.” Theo V

‘It rocks my brain out! Charlie H

‘It is very, very fun; I love learning the keyboard and playing in a group.’ Darcie

‘It's the BEST school club ever!” Ralph

‘It's my best thing to do after playing with my friends.” Aria

‘Rock Steady is really fun and enjoyable. I always learn something new! Molly

‘I am learning quitar for the first time - it's crazily fun!” Primrose

"I like singing with Esme. It makes me feel happy and joyful.’ Bluebelle

Choir Performance with Jupiter Singers

The children in the choir sang at St Mary’s Church in Hitchin on Saturday 1% March as

special guests in the Jupiter Singers concert to raise money for Keech Hospice. £1582 was
raised and the children sang and behaved beautifully throughout. Mrs Crowley was so
proud of them. It was lovely to hear such positive feedback from members of the choir and
the children’s parents about how polite and well-behaved the children were.

“The choir concert last night was lovely. The children did so well, and their voices
sounded so good with the church acoustics. They were a real credit and were fantastic in
the song they performed with the Jupiter singers.”

b

“The kids were just magical. Loved them.’




PE and Outdoor Fun
Chank.you

We would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to the PTFA for the new basketball posts on the playground as well as
the picnic benches and colouring equipment under the shelter. The children have been loving their time outside
during break and lunchtime. None of these fantastic new additions would have been possible without the hard
work, dedication, and fundraising efforts of our amazing PTFA. Their continued support plays a crucial role in
enriching the school experience for all our children. We are incredibly grateful for their generosity and
commitment to improving our school environment. Thank you also to everyone who has contributed to the
PTFA’s events and initiatives. Your support makes a real difference!

Year Four Fit Kids

Year Four are enjoying some exciting PE lessons this half term with Chris Bull from Fit Kids.
They have had the opportunity to use lots of different sports equipment like battle ropes,
balance balls, trampolines, slam balls and kettles bells. They are certainly having lots of fun
as well as getting plenty of exercise!

PE with Stevenage Football Club

In Danes this half-term, we have the pleasure of a weekly session with Stevenage Football Club; we are
learning about the importance of health and fitness. The session includes practical activities outside as

well as theory-based learning in the classroom. We’re a couple of weeks in and really enjoying our time!




Class News
Shackadell Class

Shackadell loved spending time working on our World Book Day book — ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers.
We thought about things we find in space, in the sea, on land and in the sky. We wrote about ways that we
can protect our planet and what practical things we can do. We were really encouraged to help to save our

planet as it is very important to us. Grace even asked her family to cycle to her church at the weekend to

reduce the use of her car!
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We have been thinking a lot about our local area and the environment we live in. We have been talking
about the kinds of plants and animals that live in our country. We went on a spring walk to see if we could
see signs of spring. Charlie’s Dad very kindly took us to their allotment and taught us all about what is
grown there. We were fascinated to learn all about the plants in the allotment and some of the animals
that visit it. We were excited to see some daffodils that will be flowering soon. We also saw some
frogspawn in the pond on our way!




Class News

Peartree Class

We really enjoyed ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers on World Book Day. We started our day by looking at the
front cover and talking about what we thought it might be about and whether it was a fiction or non-fiction
book. We then looked at ‘Google Earth’ and started with a photo of planet Earth and slowly zoomed in until
we started to recognise the continents. The children were able to locate Europe and the United Kingdom.
We then continued to zoom in until we eventually got to an ariel photo of our school. We then played around
a little bit travelling all over our local area to different places.
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We shared the book together and loved it. After break, we sat in a circle and passed a ball of wool around
to each other sharing compliments. We created a ‘web of friendship’ showing how we are all linked together,
which is displayed on our classroom door. We then made friendship bracelets.
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Finally, we created a ‘Friendship KINDNESS COSTS
. ) THING
Costs Nothing’ poster. We had a 3

great day and some of the K ncx{
children wanted it to carry on the
next day. SPreod
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Class News

Haffydown Class

On World Book Day, Haffydown Class celebrated by reading ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. As we
explored the book, we noticed its powerful theme of taking care of the planet and finding joy in the
small, beautiful parts of our world. Inspired by this, we created our own guidebook, making a page

each, highlighting our favourite little corners of Earth. We focused on using specific adjectives to
paint vivid pictures of our chosen places, bringing them to life with descriptive language. We also
worked carefully on the composition of our pages, ensuring our illustrations complemented the
sentences and brought even more beauty to the world we were describing. It was a wonderful way to
reflect on the planet and the small details that make it so special.
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Class News
Danes and Puddlebridge Classes

In celebration of World Book Day and Aston’s whole-school text, Oliver Jeffers’ ‘Here We Are’, Danes and
Puddlebridge created their own double page spreads.
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Thinking about the beauty of our planet, we used poetry as a vehicle for expression and wrote poems
about the places we love the most. We began this section by listening to Grace Nichols’ ‘Cosmic Disco’ and
drew how her words made us feel. We then compared this to the illustration in ‘Here We Are’ of our
amazing solar system - noting the similarities and differences between the two depictions. This supported
us to delve into our imaginations and communicate how our happy places make us feel.
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Class News

Danes and Puddlebridge Classes

Our next activity focussed on how Sir David Attenborough expresses the awe and wonder of the most
incredible parts of our planet. After watching a few clips from his documentaries, we wrote our own
narrations in pairs on a chosen part of the ‘Here We Are’ illustration about the ocean and recorded our own

Attenborough style narrations.
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A memorable message in ‘Here We Are’ is about how far we have come but how much left there is to do. In
celebration of this message, we thought about figures who inspire us the most and created our own ‘Little
People Big Dreams’ book about them. It was lovely to see the range of people we all chose.

To finish our impressive pieces, we left notes for others by writing inspiration quotes.

dittle Feople, BIG DREAMS |
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This term we will be focussing in school on the value

FO RG IVE N ESS FORGIVENESS. We hope your family will find these ideas

HOME SCHOOL VALUES helpful as you explore the value and have fun together.
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“ THINK TOGETHER ..
: Words of Wisdom
_." “Without forgiveness there is no
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HOME-SCHOOL:
CHALLENGE

Help Zacchaeus find his way
down from the top of the
tree, to meet Jesus.

Maze

Design your own version of the
maze tree in the story of Zacchaeus.

(2
You can either draw it on paper or
use other materials to create it.
It's up to you! Take it to school to .
display in the Challenge Gallery. -'-_
- - .
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ﬁ HALL OF FAME

Desmond Tutu

Desmond Tutu was Archbishop of Capetown from 1986 to 1996. Throughout his life Desmond
Tutu worked tirelessly against apartheid in South Africa. Apartheid was a system that treated
people differently because of the colour of their skin. People who were non-white were not
given the same rights in the country as white citizens. For example they had to live where
the government told them to, they were not allowed to vote, had to use separate transport,
go to different beaches and use separate sports facilities.

There was much violence and oppression in South Africa during the years of apartheid, and when it finally ended in
1992 some people were left feeling bitter and angry and wanting revenge. In order to give everyone a chance to talk
about the things that had happened to them Desmond Tutu set up the ‘Truth and Reconciliation Commission’. Many
people who had behaved badly could hear from those they had hurt. There was the chance to say sorry and sometimes
receive forgiveness. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission helped to provide an opportunity for a new beginning for
South Africa, a chance to build what Desmond Tutu called a ‘Rainbow Nation’ in which everyone had the same chance
in life no matter what the colour of their skin.

PO FASCINATING FACTS

Crosses across the world

The cross is a very special symbol for Christians it reminds them

of Jesus’ death on the cross whch brought forgiveness for the
world.

Different shapes and designs of crosses reflect different traditions

and communities across the world. The ]ewish New Year Tradition

Maria Gomez was a Christian Primary School teacher
in El Salvador. She angered the authorities in her
country because she campaigned for the rights of
poor people. Eventually she was murdered. Later a
local artist was commissioned to paint a wooden i

New Year for Jews normally falls during September.
On the first afternoon of the new year, the festival
of Rosh Hashanah is celebrated. Families visit

a nearby stream, river or even the sea for the ritual
of Tashlich (in Hebrew, the language in which the
Jews’ holy book the Torah was written, Tashlich
means throw away).

cross with scenes showing her life and her work
among the poor women in the rural villages of
El Salvador.

After a celebration meal Jewish families gather left
The Celtic cross originates from Ireland. St Patrick

~ over breadcrumbs. These crumbs represent the
o2 described the circle on the cross as symbolising the words or deeds that each family member feels sorry

endless love shown by Jesus. The cross is decorated about. When the crumbs have been thrown into the
with natural shapes and animals to remind us of water, fish eat them or they are washed away.
God's creation. This symbolises the way that God forgives the bad
things that people have done and washes them
@ away so that there can be a fresh start for the New
Year. During the ceremony the following words from
The Black and White cross comes from South Africa the Torah are read aloud, “You (God) will again have
and was designed during the time of apartheid. The compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot
Bible teaches that people are equal in God’s eyes, and hurl all our transgressions into the depths
no matter what their background or of the sea.” Micah 7: 19

the colour of their skin.
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