
 

  

Diary Dates 
Wednesday 4th June - Peartree Class to 

Stanwick Lakes 

Thursday 5th June – Shackadell Class to 

Hertfordshire Zoo 

Thursday 5th June - Year 6 to Hazard Alley 

Friday 6th June – Sports Day (am) 

Friday 6th June – PTFA Summer Fete 3-

6pm 

Tuesday 10th June – Years 5 and 6 Young 

First Aiders training 

Thursday 12th June – PTFA Clothing 

Collection 

Friday 13th June – Father’s Day Gifts 

(PTFA) 

Wednesday 18th June – Haffydown Class 

to Hertford Museum 

Wednesday 25th June – Upper school 

singing group to perform at Stevenage 

Music Festival (7pm-9pm) 

Thursday 26th June – Class photos 

Wednesday 2nd July – Music Evening 

(more details to follow) 

Thursday 10th July – Class Transition Day 

and Year 6 to secondary schools 

Friday 11th July – Quiz Night 7pm 

Tuesday 15th July – Whole school 

production at 1:30pm and 6pm  

Wednesday 16th July - Whole school 

production at 6pm 

Thursday 17th July – Rock Steady Concert 

at 9:30am 

Friday 18th July – Leavers’ Service 9:30am 

Friday 18th July – Summer Term Ends at 

1pm 

 

 

It really was wonderful to see so many parents, family and 
friends at our open afternoon on Wednesday. This is always a 
fantastic way to celebrate the learning that goes on across our 
school throughout the year; it is lovely to see the children so 
proud to share their books and their classrooms as well as 
exploring the rest of the school with you. Thank you to 
everyone who was able to attend.  
Over the past couple of weeks, we have been immensely 
proud of the children in Years Six and Two as they have 
completed their SATs assessments. We have been very 
impressed by their calm and confident approach. For Year 
Two, these tests help teachers to assess the progress the 
children have made and inform their planning. Year Six papers 
are externally marked with results expected early in July. 
Shortly after the half term break, Year Four will complete their 
multiplication tables check (MTC) which is statutory for all 
Year Four pupils. They have been working hard on TTRS to 
ensure that they are fully prepared and secure in their 
knowledge of all tables up to 12 x 12; this will enable them to 
tackle the upper Key Stage Two maths curriculum with 
confidence.  
Classes are now beginning to work towards our whole school 
end of year production – Oliver With a Twist. These shows are 
always a wonderful way to close the academic year with the 
whole school working together to produce what promises to 
be a fantastic performance.  
Last week, Danes and Puddlebridge classes enjoyed a day at 
Whipsnade Zoo. This supported their learning about Living 
Things in science as well as their upcoming geographical 
learning about the Chiltern Hills. They had a fantastic day and 
were so well behaved throughout. We hope you enjoy the 
photos on the class pages. This week, Year Six have completed 
their Level Two Bikeability training; the instructors were very 
impressed by both their excellent behaviour and their expert 
riding skills. 
 
We would like to wish everyone a happy and relaxing bank 
holiday weekend and half term break. We look forward to 
welcoming the children back to school on Monday 2nd June. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025 

Half term – Monday 26th May 2025 – Friday 30th May 2025 

Inset days – Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

AUTUMN TERM 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 
Half Term: Monday 27th October 2025 – Friday 31st October 2025 
Occasional Day: Monday 24th November 2025 – School closed 
Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd January 2026 

SPRING TERM 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 
Half Term: Monday 16th February 2026– Friday 20th February 2026 
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March 2026 – Friday 10th April 2026 

 
Inset days – Monday 1st September 2025, Monday 5th January 2026, Monday 
13th April 2026 

 

 

Shining Stars were 

awarded to: 

Ethan R., Primrose, 

Willow, Lily, Nikita, 

Gabriella, Ella 

A Thought from Reverend Jenny: 
Reverend Jenny is retiring – we would like to 

thank her for her final contribution to our 

newsletter. 

 

Pictures can make a deep impression and stick in 

our minds. If I shut my eyes, I can see the 

board at the entrance to Paignton Harbour 

outside an ice-cream shop visited on childhood 

holidays. It showed two Franciscan Friars side by 

side – one sad and thin, one happy, round and fat 

- each holding a ring do-nut that matched their 

physique. The caption beneath them read: 

 

‘As you travel thro’ life brother, 

whatever be your goal, 

keep your eye upon the do-nut 

and not upon the hole…’ 

 

A message that chimes with Jesus’ teaching of 

living gratefully, focusing on what we have not 

what we haven’t got. 

 

I haven’t been back to Paignton in over 40 

years, but I hope the board and shop are still 

there, passing on the ‘do-nut’ timeless message to 

new generations. 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, 

please log onto your 

School Gateway account 

via the website or the 

app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES 

£3.55 per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
276 

St. Paul’s 

 
349 

St. Albans 

 
252 

Coventry 

 
311 

 

House Point Winners 
Well done to St. Paul’s House for 

earning the most house points again 
this half term!  

 
 

 

 



Notices 

 
 

  

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to James who 

recently passed his Grade 2 piano with 

distinction. 

We are so proud of you, James. 

 

 

 

 

Please be reminded that Aston St. Mary’s is a NUT 

and SESAME FREE ZONE. Please ensure that 

packed lunches do not contain any products 

containing nuts or sesame (including products such as 

Nutella, humus, tahini and sesame seeds on 

bread/breadsticks) 

 
NUT AND SESAME FREE ZONE 

 

Golden Time and Reward Day 

At Aston St. Mary’s, our positive behaviour policy ensures that children are regularly 

rewarded for consistently good behaviour and demonstrating our school values. Each 

week, children enjoy golden time towards the end of Friday afternoon. During this time, 

they can choose, for example, to play outside, play games in the classroom, draw or 

read. Children can lose some of golden time should they require any reminders about 

their behaviour during the week. Should this be the case, they use the time to reflect 

upon how they might make better choices in the future.  

Reward day happens towards the end of each term and consists of a whole day of fun 

activities – often including inflatables. Should any children have needed to regularly 

miss golden time during the term, they will also miss some of reward day as reward day 

is, as suggested by the name, a reward for consistently good behaviour. By missing some 

time, they, once again, have the opportunity to reflect upon their actions and think about 

how they can make more positive choices in the future. On the rare occasion that there is 

a more significant breach of our behaviour policy, a child could lose some of reward day 

immediately. 

 

By working together with parents and applying our policy consistently, behaviour at 

Aston St. Mary’s is a real strength of our school - this is often noted by visitors to our 

wonderful school. 

 



Notices 

 

  

Quiz Night – Friday 11th July 

7pm 

 
  

We are very excited to be able to 

run a quiz night again this term. This 

is a fun evening where teams 

compete in tables of up to eight 

people (adults only). Bring your own 

food and drink. £6 per person and 

raffle on the night. Tables are 

limited due to space in the school 

hall. If you would like to join us, 

please email: 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

Coming Soon… 

 

Performances: 

Tuesday 15
th
 July: 1:30pm and 6:00pm 

Wednesday 16
th
 July: 6:00pm 

 

Please inform your child’s teacher as 

soon as possible should your child have 

any reason not to be able to attend all 

three performances.  There will be 

regular rehearsals over the coming weeks, 

so good attendance is essential. This is a 

whole school production which takes a lot 

of planning, organization and rehearsing; 

it relies on each and every member of the 

cast! 

mailto:closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk


Class News 
 

  

Shackadell Class 

Shackadell class has had a fantastic time during ‘Box week’. We read some different books all 

about what you can make with a cardboard box. It was exciting to be able to be creative and 

come up with a design of our own. We created designs and each wrote a list of the resources and 

equipment that we might need in order to make our chosen design. 

It was such a joy to have our parents and carers come in and help us to create our designs and to 

really make them come to life. We worked hard with them to practice our cutting and joining 

techniques in order to make our creations. We were also able to decorate them to really finish 

them off! 

Once we had finished our design, we evaluated them and then created a gallery for the rest of the 

school and our parents to come and see everything that we had made. What a wonderful week! 

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

Well, here we are again. The end of another half term. I can’t believe there is only one half term left until 
the end of the school year. Year Two have been very busy this half term with lots of SATs practice papers. 
We now have finished all our SATs and can breathe a sigh of relief. I think they enjoyed the biscuits the most. 
We have now finished our class English unit based on ‘The Magic Paintbrush’ and, as promised, here are the 
starting pages of some of our stories in our new class book. 

 

We have also been learning about China in our geography lessons and have been looking at the similarities 
and differences between the two countries. We created fact files and one thing that we all found funny 
was that China looks like a chicken! Now, the children can instantly find it on a map. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely half term and look forward to our final, but equally as busy, half term. 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

Haffydown Class have had a brilliant few weeks diving into ‘Ulf the Finger Eater’ by Dick King-

Smith. Years Two and Three have been learning how to use adjectives to make their writing sparkle, 

and how to bring characters to life through drama — and what fantastic performances we've seen! 

The children’s vocabulary has been so impressive, and it’s been wonderful to watch their 

confidence grow. This comes hot on the heels of our poetry unit, where the children created 

beautiful free verse poems, with a special focus on assonance, so there was lots of lovely vowel 

work going on too. Well done, Haffydown — we’re so proud of you all! 

 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge and Danes Classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, Puddlebridge and Danes classes enjoyed a sunny day out at Whipsnade Zoo. This supported our 
learning in Science about Living Things as well as launching our geographical learning about the Chiltern Hills. 
Year Four enjoyed a workshop about Endangered Animals. Whilst Years Five and Six looked at the classification 
of animals in their workshop: Fur, Feathers and Scales. 

We loved visiting all the animals – the lion 
cubs were a particular crowd pleaser! As our 
feet were getting tired and we needed an 
energy boost, we happened to be in the 
right place at the right time for a quick 
biscuit stop where a ZSL volunteer offered to 
deliver a talk to us all about giraffes. We 
learnt lots and are now experts! 
Of course, we absolutely HAD to visit the 
playground too. This was very much 
deserved as we were excellent ambassadors 
for Aston St Mary’s throughout the day. 
Overall, a fun day of learning! 



Class News 
 

  

Puddlebridge and Danes Classes 

 

 

  

We had a fantastic view of the Chiltern Hills – an area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB). 
This was a perfect moment for a little break with an impressive view. 



Class News 
 

 

 

     

 

 

Year Six 

  

 

 

  

Please scan the QR 

codes to enjoy some 

of the recent creative 

learning we’ve been 

up to in Danes Class.

 

Last week, Year Six completed their SATs assessments. They had a fantastic week and made us very proud as 
they arrived in school happy and relaxed each day and tackled each and every paper with confidence and 

determination.  
 

They enjoyed plenty of biscuits; lots of time outdoors after the papers and a party in the park on the final day. 
After the last paper on Thursday, they were very excited to receive their leavers’ hoodies and t-shirts which 

they will enjoy wearing for the rest of this term. We think you’ll agree they look amazing! 
 

Well done, Year Six, we’re so proud of you! 


