Aston St. Mary’s Newsletter

Our vdlue this half term is Wisdom

www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk

20" June 2025

Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love.

Diary Dates

Wednesday 25" June — Upper school
singing group to perform at Stevenage

Music Festival (7pm-9pm)

Thursday 26t June - Class photos
Wednesday 2" July — Music Evening
from 6pm

Thursday 10t July — Class Transition
Day and Year 6 to secondary schools
Tuesday 15t July — Whole school
production at 1:30pm and 6pm
Wednesday 16" July — Whole school
cinema trip (Campus West, WGC)
Wednesday 16" July - Whole school
production at 6pm

Thursday 17t July — Rock Steady
Concert at 9:30am

Friday 18t July — Leavers’ Service
9:30am

Friday 18t July — Summer Term Ends
at 1pm

Tuesday 2" September — Children
return to school

CHARLES
DICKENS

The weeks certainly do seem to be running away with us now with
the end of the school year rapidly approaching! There has been
so much going on in school and there are many more events
planned between now and the end of term — please remember to
keep an eye on the dates list. Rehearsals for Oliver With A Twist
are well underway — if you have a child in the upper school, thank
you for supporting them with learning their lines. It certainly
promises to be a great performance and an exciting end to the
school year.

Since our last newsletter, several offsite visits have taken place.
Peartree Class have enjoyed a day at Stanwick Lakes; Shackadell
have been to Hertfordshire Zoo; Year Six have visited Hazard
Alley and, this week, Haffydown Class had a fascinating trip to
Hertford Museum. As well as these offsite visits, Years Five and
Six have been trained as Young First Aiders, we’ve enjoyed Sports
Day and also a wonderful Summer Fete. Year One have recently
completed their phonics screening check and Year Four their
multiplication check. We are very proud of how confidently the
children approached these assessments as they were well-
prepared, and their learning is secure.

Our value this half term is wisdom; there are some ideas after the
class pages about how you might wish to explore this value at
home as a family.

Please be reminded of the importance of staying sun safe.
Children should be coming to school with sunscreen already
applied. This can then be reapplied during the day when required.
Your child should have a sun hat and water bottle in school with
them every day. Please refer to our sun protection policy on our
school  website  (https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/Sun_Protection Policy-2024.pdf).

We hope everyone enjoys a happy and relaxing weekend — it’s
going to be a warm one!



https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Sun_Protection_Policy-2024.pdf
https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Sun_Protection_Policy-2024.pdf
http://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 SChOOI Meals
SUMMER TERM
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 to Friday 18th July 2025
Half term — Monday 26th May 2025 — Friday 30th May 2025
Inset days — Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd July 2025
ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026
AUTUMN TERM account via the
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 website or the app.
Half Term: Monday 27th October 2025 — Friday 31st October 2025 DINNER MONEY
Occasional Day: Monday 24th November 2025 — School closed
Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December 2025 — Friday 2nd January 2026 FEES £3.55 per meal

To order school meals,
please log onto your
School Gateway

SPRING TERM

Tuesday 6th January 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 | | O
Half Term: Monday 16th February 2026— Friday 20th February 2026 ' @ )

Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March 2026 — Friday 10th April 2026

Inset days — Monday 1st September 2025, Monday 5th January 2026, Monday 13th
April 2026

Whole School Cinema Trip
We are excited to have booked a whole school trip to the Campus West cinema in Welwyn Garden City on
Wednesday 16" July. This will be a wonderful treat for the children to enjoy together in the final week of the
school year. The PTFA are kindly donating towards the cost of this lovely event. Whole school trips are very
special events for all of our children to enjoy. Please look out for further details to follow.

Congratulations! Some thoughts about Wisdom:

Congratulations to Amelie who
recently passed her Grade 2 piano
with merit.

We are so proud of you, Amelie.

“Knowing yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.”
Aristotle

“Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man
who gets understanding.”
Proverbs 3:13 (The Bible)

“Wisdom is the reward you get for a lifetime of
listening when you’d have preferred to talk.”
Doug Larson

HOI.ISC POIntS “Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the

Canterbury lifelong attempt to acquire it.”
Albert Einstein

“Turn your wounds into wisdom.”
Oprah Winfrey

“The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man
knows himself to be a fool.”
William Shakespeare, "As You Like It"

“Wisdom comes from experience. Experience is
often a result of lack of wisdom.”
Terry Pratchett




End of an Era — Lost Property

Every week, a significant number
of items of clothing make their

After 25 years at Aston St Mary’s, Mrs

Evans will be retiring at the end of this way to lost property - very few

of these ever get reunited with

term. It really is hard to imagine the i
their owners.

school without her as she has been .
Once again, please can we

such an integral part of our school remind you to ensure ALL

family for so long — she will certainly e il [ | A ITEMS ARE CLEARLY
be greatly missed by us all. L g NAMED so that they can be
easily returned to your child.
Name labels can be purchased
quite cheaply and in bulk from

Summer Fete suppliers such as Amazon. If

. you choose to write your child’s
We would like to thank our name instead, then please check

hard-working PTFA as well as this is still clear after washing.
everyone who attended our
Summer Fete last Friday. It was
very well attended and there was
BOUNCY CASTLES

FOOT DARTS certainly a lovely atmosphere and
GAME STALLS

6TH JUNE il O 3 so many smiling faces!

000 The event raised well over £1000
‘I"'FM for the benefit of the children of

Aston St. Mary’s.

Sports Day

We were delighted that sports day was able to ¢o ahead in beautiiul sunshine a week later than originally
planned. It was wonderful for the children to have the support o so many parents, family and friends. A
particular well done to Coventry house who were victorious for the second year running.




PSHE Enrichment

First Aid Training

Years Five and Six completed their First Aid training last week. They learnt lots of important knowledge and life
skills in order to help prepare and equip them to deal with an emergency situation both calmly and
competently. Thank you to the PTFA for funding this opportunity for our Year Five and Six pupils. It really 1s

good to use money raised to teach our children these very important life skills.
P Y e |

Certificate of Awareness

Young Life Supporter Workshop

A Visit to Hazard Alley Safety Centre in Milton Keynes

Year Six visited the Hazard Alley Safety Centre in Milton Keynes where they learnt important messages about
drugs and alcohol during a workshop session. This included what drugs are and how they affect us as well as
about the laws surrounding the use of drugs and how to identify risky situations and make the right choices.
Later, they visited safety village where they were immersed safely in an everyday world of risks and dangers.
The children were led through twelve everyday scenarios where they had to identify hazards building their
confidence, skills and strategies to keep themselves and others safe.

Staff and volunteers commented on how knowledgeable, polite and well-behaved Year Six were. They made
us very proud! It was also wonderful to see how well our PSHE curriculum prepares our children for life in the
wider world - they knew so much already and were confident to share and discuss essential safety messages.

L’i&muu R

('pmruf'!\"‘:* :




Class News
Shackadell Class

Shackadell class went to Hertfordshire Zoo. We have been learning all about dinosaurs recently and we
really enjoyed the dinosaur trail at the zoo. It was amazing to see how big these creatures really were and
some of them even moved! We also enjoyed being palaeontologists, searching for bones and fossils in the
giant sandpit.

T

you matcii up?
ch your arms out to see how you
up to the arm span of our gibbons.

We spent the rest of the day
exploring the zoo and
learning about all of the
different animals. We know
so many things about animals
due to all of our amazing
forest school learning. We
loved finding out even more.
We even saw a tiger eating a
whole rabbit!

We finished the day off in the world of birds. We love birds very much and had a great time seeing them up
close. We talked all day about the habitats of the animals, what they eat and how they behave. Ask us
anything!

Following on from our trip to the zoo we have written recounts about our day. Firstly, we created maps of
our journey through the zoo, remembering the order of the animals and some fun facts. Next, we wrote

our recounts. We have been focussing on sentence structure and checking that it makes sense.

My Day at Hertfordshire Zoo
My Day at Hertfordshire Zoo e My Day at Hertfordshire Zoo

ANISEAY

SNEW W Lao g

My Day st Hertfordshire Zoo




Class News

Peartree Class

We had such a fun day on our class trip to Stanwick Lakes. The children were a credit to our school. They
were so polite, well-behaved and respectful of their environment.

The children enjoyed the ‘plant detectives’ workshop where they went out onto the flood plain meadow
and had to try and find several local wildflowers using a key. They then chose a flower which they looked at
in more detail with magnifying glasses and drew the different parts. After this, they found natural objects
and ‘built’ their flowers.

After a lovely lunch, we set of in our groups to go ‘pond dipping’. The children absolutely loved catching little
pond creatures and identifying them. Again, the children showed huge respect to the wildlife and followed
all the rules.

Finally, we had had great fun in the adventure playground. It was a long, but exciting day and some of us fell
asleep on the coach during the return journey.

\ o FE




Class News

Haffydown Class

Haffydown had a fantastic day out when we visited Hertford Museum to explore the Alfred Russel Wallace
exhibition. Wallace was a remarkable naturalist and explorer who travelled across the Amazon and Southeast
Asia in the 19th century, collecting thousands of animal specimens and contributing hugely to the theory of
evolution alongside Charles Darwin. Our visit included a brilliant hands-on artefacts session where the children
had the chance to hold real natural history specimens like those Wallace collected. We were amazed to examine
tortoise shells, puffins, bird specimens, and even an armadillo shell — it really brought Wallace’s adventurous
journeys to life! We also discovered Wallace’s connection to our local area and discovered that he lived in
Hertford as a young man, attending school there and developing his early interest in nature and science. The
children were beautifully behaved throughout the trip, showing curiosity, respect, and enthusiasm. After a
guided tour of the museum’s galleries, we spent some time relaxing in the lovely museum garden. As a special
treat, Mrs Evans kindly bought everyone an ice lolly, which we enjoyed by the peaceful River Beane — the
perfect way to cool off on a hot, sunny day! When we returned to school, we reflected on our learning and
recorded everything we had discovered about Wallace and his incredible life. It was a day full of exploration,
sunshine, and smiles — a brilliant summer outing for Haffydown!

s




Class News
Puddlebridge Class

Over the past few weeks, we have thoroughly enjoyed applying our drawing skills to support our learning
in Science and History.

In Science, Year Four have been learning all about Living Things and Their Habitats. As part of this unit, we
have learned that scientists classify animals and plants into different groups, depending on their
characteristics. In order to do so, they need to observe the living things very closely. We have studied the
work of Levon Biss, a photographer who photographs different insects in great detail. When something very
small is shown in a very large image you can see so many of the tiny details and features that you wouldn’t
usually get to see. In response, we observed images of different invertebrates and enlarged them as a group,
with each person drawing a different section of the insect. They are very impressive when you put all of the
pieces together!

In our recent art lessons, Puddlebridge have been diving into the world of perspective drawing, learning
how to make flat images appear three-dimensional using clever techniques such as vanishing points, horizon
lines, and perspective lines. To draw our learning together, we finished with a fantastic final piece: a Mayan
temple drawn in two-point perspective. To bring their temples to life, we applied cross-hatching techniques
to show light and shadow, developing not only their drawing skills but also their understanding of tone and
texture. Visit our webpage to see the full gallery: https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/our-
curriculum/history/art-perspective-drawing/



https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/our-curriculum/history/art-perspective-drawing/
https://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/our-curriculum/history/art-perspective-drawing/
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Class News

Danes Class
We are enjoying our maths learning
based upon the book 'The Number Devil
- A Mathematical Adventure'. In this
book, we meet twelve-year-old Robert
and the Number Devil who brings the
subject  magically to life and

demonstrates how numbers can
fascinate and amaze. So far, we have:
explored how unit fractions get infinitely
smaller as the denominator increases in
size - but they never actually reach zero;
investigated the multiplication pattern 1
x1,11x 11,111 x 111 ... ; developed our
understanding of indices; investigated
prime numbers; explored square roots
and have been astounded by the
wonders of the Fibonacci sequence and
— in particular — its place in the natural
world. As mathematicians, we are
learning to observe, predict, explore
patterns and generalise. We are excited

about continuing our adventure...
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This term we will be focussing in school on the value WISDOM.
W I S D 0 M We hope your family will find these ideas helpful as you

HOME SCHOOL VALUES explore the value and have fun together.
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“ THINK TOGETHER S
Words of Wisdom

_"It's no good shutting the stable
duur after the horse has bolted.”
Anon
This is a well-known proverb.
Can you think of a time when you
. . did the right thing but too late? =~ - .
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? QU'Z Wordsearch

Can you find the words from
s the story?
S WISE HOUSE FOOLISH
s STORM RAIN BUILD
. STRONG FIRM CRASH
* ROCK SOFT CREAKING
'.‘ SAND FOUNDATIONS
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Everyone has a favourite proverb or wise saying. Talk to family members
about proverbs that they think give wise advice. Ask them to explain the
meaning of the proverb and add it to a ‘wall of wisdom’.

Build your wall by writing each proverb on a *brick’ cut out of paper.
Blu-tack the bricks on to a wall.

You can find lots of proverbs on www.phrases.org.uk

To start you off here three well-known proverbs:
“A chain is only as strong as the weakest link”

“Many hands make light work™

“Don’t count your chickens before they hatch”

@ FASCINATING
P, FACTS

Why are some teeth called wisdom teeth?
* Your first teeth are called milk teeth. Can your Mum tell you when you
cut your first milk tooth?
» Milk teeth normally fall out while you are in primary school and are
replaced by adult teeth, which have to last for the rest of your life!
Can you remember when your first milk tooth came out?
* Wisdom teeth grow much later than adult teeth in most people and
are bigger, flatter teeth. Can one of the adults in the family remember
when they grew their first wisdom tooth?
Over the centuries and in different parts of the world ‘wisdom teeth’ have
been known by many names:
* In Ancient Greece they were sophronisteres, thoughtful teeth.
* Later in Roman times they were given the name dentes sapientiae,

teeth of wisdom.
* The name wisdom teeth was adopted in Britain in Victorian times.

* In Arabic speaking countries, the teeth are called Ders-al-a’qgel, or teeth

of the mind.
* In Spain they are referred to as muela de juicio, or teeth of judgment,

because they grow as young people leave school and become wiser
and have more responsibility.

HOME-SCHOOL
CHALLENGE

: A Brick for the Wall

+ Make a shoe box ‘brick’. Cover
the box with paper and write your
favourite proverb on the brick.
Then, either in a cartoon drawing
or in words (hand written or typed
on the computer and printed), tell
a story using your proverb as the
moral. Finish with the words:

So this proves the proverb, “......".

(For example, So this proves the
proverb “Don’t count your chickens

before they hatch”.)

Decorate the brick so it looks
fantastic and take it to school to
help build a Wall of Wisdom. .

~
o
-
.
o
o
v
o
-
.
~
o
.
.
.
B
o
.
.
.
B
.
e
.
-
.
=
.
-
.
.
"
-
.
"
.
v
Kl
-
.
.
.
.
-

{( HALL OF FAME

Confucius

Confucius was an ancient Chinese
teacher. He lived more than 2500 years
ago but such was his wisdom and
understanding that his teaching is still
remembered today.

Confucius wanted everyone to see

the importance of making wise and

thoughtful choices.

One of his sayings is...

“Everything in creation has a beauty
of its own but not everyone is able
to see it.”
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CARERS WEEK - YOUNG CARERS
Caring about Equality

» Could someone in your family be a young carer?

« Ayoung carer cares for a family member who, due to illness, disability, a mental
health condition or an addiction, cannot cope without their support.

« We are proud of our young carers and the care they provide. However, a young
carer may miss out on extra support offered and opportunities in their education,
careers and personal lives due to their caring role.

» You can get them further support by contacting the Young Carers Service at Carers
in Hertfordshire.

THINK > REFER ) SUPPORT

wg: email: young.carers@carersinherts.org.uk .2

in Hertfordshire

About the camps

At a Datchworth Sports Week 1 - 5/6 August
Club Multi-Sports Camp Weetg - ; ggg :ugus:
children will develop skills ceXos Lgus

in Tennis, Cricket and Tag Datchworth Sports Club
Rugby from high quality, Q Datchworth Green

G3
experienced coaches! It is

a great way to meet new 9.00am - 1.30pm: Reception children - £18
5 9.00am - 3.00pm: Years 1-6 - £25
friends and have fun!

To book please visit: www.datchworthsportsclub.com/summercamp

For more information contact Rob Nash: 07903113960 / rob.nash@datchworthsportsclub.com



Newsletter

Schools can purchase a

FACE School Annual Membership
which means ALL parents and ALL staff
get unlimited FREE access to ALL 16 parent talks

'\znfs?d:;‘y Supporting a Child with ADHD

July Challenging the stereotypes and giving

10:00 - 11:30 practical interventions. Clear explanation of
£24 the condition in all its forms and extremely

: useful advice.
recording available

Tuesday Anxiety Based School Avoidance
29th July Understanding and supporting children
10:00 - 11:30 who are anxious about school.
24 Steps you can take to help them back

into the classroom.

recording available ==

BT

facefamilyadvice.co.uk. info@facefamilyadvice.co.uk




Supporting Healthy Sleep 14 July 7pm
Decreasing Depression 15 July 10am

Understanding the Teenage Brain 15 July 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD 21 July 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour 21 July 7pm
Autism Improving Communication 22 July 10am
Improving Family Communication 22 July 7pm

Facing Defiance 28 July 10am




