Aston St. Mary’s Newsletter

Our vdlue this half term is Wisdom
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18t July 2025

Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love.

Diary Dates

Tuesday 2" September —
Children return to school

Wednesday 10t September —
Meet the Teacher sessions after
school 3:30pm & 3:45pm

Thursday 11t September — PTFA
AGM Meeting 2-3pm. All
welcome.

Thursday 25t September — Flu
Immunisations

Tuesday 30t September —
Haffydown visit to British Schools
Museum, Hitchin

Monday 20" - Friday 24"
October — Years Five and Six PGL
Residential Trip

Monday 27t — Friday 31st
October — Half Term break

Monday 24t November —
Occasional Day (school closed)

Friday 19t December — Last day
of autumn term. School finishes
at 1pm.

As we reach the end of another school year, it is the perfect time to reflect upon all that
has been achieved since September. In January, we had our first Ofsted inspection since
2014; we were delighted to achieve outstanding judgements in all areas. Last week, you
received your child’s Annual Report — these really do highlight the fantastic progress
which our children make. At Aston St. Mary’s, we are very proud of the rich and engaging
curriculum that we are able to offer to our children. We hope that our newsletters and
school website provide an insight into the many exciting learning opportunities on offer.
Learning in the classroom is greatly enhanced by the many offsite visits which take place
throughout the year. This year, these have included: Duxford Imperial War Museum,
West Stow Anglo Saxon Village, PGL residential, Hertfordshire Zoo, Stanwick Lakes,
Stevenage Library, Hertford Museum, The Hazard Alley Safety Centre, The Natural
History Museum, The Gordon Craig, Whipsnade Zoo and The Campus West Cinema. Our
curriculum is further enriched by the many extracurricular clubs on offer as well as
opportunities such as: Bikeability, K'nex challenge, visits to church and whole school
celebrations such as Harvest Festival, World Book Day, sports events and much more. We
hope that you enjoyed our recent whole school performance of ‘Oliver With A Twist’;
we are sure that you agree it was a fantastic performance. There are some lovely photos
of the cast later on in this newsletter. Last week, Year Six received their SATs results. We
are immensely proud of the progress that they have all made in their time at Aston St.
Mary’s and of the sustained hard work they have put in this year to achieve results to be

very proud of.

We would like to congratulate Miss Heritage and her fiancé, Kieran, on their forthcoming
wedding. They will be marrying next week — we will be thinking of them on their special
day and wish them many years of happiness together.

Today, we are very sad to be saying goodbye to Mrs Evans who has been a dedicated
member of the staff team at Aston for an incredible 25 years! In that time, Mrs Evans has
supported and nurtured so, so many young lives. Throughout her time at Aston, Mrs
Evans has always all gone above and beyond in everything she does. She is kind, caring
and always so supportive of the children in her care. Mrs Evans, you really will be very
greatly missed by us all. We wish you a very happy retirement.

We are also saying goodbye to our Year Six children and also to Feranmi, Sam, Alice,
Maisie, Cotis, Cylah and Cooper. We wish them every success and happiness as they
embark upon the next stage of their education at their new schools. Whilst it is always
sad to say goodbye, we know that Aston children are always well-prepared and ready to
take this big and important step. We are sure that you would wish to join us in sending
them off with our love and prayers. Ali, Brody, Connor, Daniel, Ella, Ethan H, Ethan R,
Evie, Finn, Gabriella, Harry B, Harry H, Jack, Jayden, Lily, Nikita, Primrose, Seth, Teddy,
and Willow, we will miss you greatly. You will always be an important part of our Aston
family and we hope that you will keep in touch.
We wish everyone a great summer break.

We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 2" September.



http://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 SChOOI MeaIS
AUTUMN TERM

Tuesday 2" September 2025 to Friday 19t December 2025

Half Term — Monday 27t October 2025- Friday 315t October 2025

Occasional day — Monday 24t November 2026 — School closed t via th bsit th
SPRING TERM account via the website or the

To order school meals, please
log onto your School Gateway

Tuesday 6t January 2026 to Friday 27t March 2026 app-

Half Term — Monday 16t February 2026 Friday 20t February 2026 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.55
SUMMER TERM per meal

Tuesday 22nd April 2026 to Friday 18th July 2026

Bank Holiday — Monday 4t May 2026 — School closed

Half term — Monday 25t May 2026 — Friday 29t May 2026 l )
INSET DAYS (School closed)
Inset day — Monday 1%t September 2026
Occasional day — Monday 24th November 2026
T

Inset day — Monday 5t January 2026
Inset day — Monday 13t April 2026
Inset day — Monday 20t and Tuesday 215t July 2026

A Shining Star was A Thought about Wisdom at the end

awarded to:

of the school year:

Willow
As we move forward into the new school year, it’s

an opportunity to reflect on the wisdom that
House Point Winners guides us through life. The Bible reminds us in

Well done to Canterbury House for James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
earning the most house points this Of GOd, who gives to all llberally and without
half term. reproach, and it will be given to him.”

Wisdom isn’t just about knowledge; it’s about
making thoughtful decisions, learning from
experiences, and embracing change with trust in
God’s plan. As we navigate challenges and new
opportunities, we can find strength in knowing
that wisdom is a gift from God, and He will guide
us as we move on to new chapters in our lives.
House Points Let’s continue to seek His wisdom and carry the

lessons of the past into the future with hope and

Canterbury



http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm

Notices

A note from the PTFA

Thank you for all of your support at our events over the last year. It really makes
it worthwhile to put these events on when we see families attending and the
children enjoying themselves.

This year we have funded, the basketball nets, colouring corner and playground
markings, our "bookends" - reception book bags and year 6 leavers hoodies, coach
to the cinema, Years Five and Six first aid and class Christmas gifts.

We have set a date for our AGM where we discuss the previous year's events and
finances and begin planning for the year ahead.

Everyone is welcome to attend on Thursday 11th Sept 2025 at 2-3pm.

Attendance Matters!

Attendance continues to be a
Eqy 1 ; \ T key priority across the school —

| schooleachyear. g i C— this year attendance is 96.3%.
Danes Class deserve a special
mention for having the highest
school each year.

score this term - with all other

Equates to 30 days off classes very close behind.
school each year.

Danes: 96.5%
Please check carefully the attendance data on your child’s report Haffydown: 96.1%
— this significantly affects the progress that your child is able to Puddlebridge: 96%
make over the year. Around six lessons take place in each class every Shackadell: 95.9%
day — so 95% attendance equates to around 60 lessons missed Peartree: 95.8%
and 90% means your child will have missed around 120 lessons.

Last week, the children enjoyed a visit from Brona Walker
- librarian from Stevenage library. They were very excited
to hear all about this year’s summer reading challenge —

Story Garden
It is vitally important that children maintain a reading
habit over the summer break; this challenge encourages
children to read six books over the holidays. On
completion of the challenge, they will receive a certificate
and a medal (we would love to see these in school).
For further information, please visit:
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/



https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Notices

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Jayden who recently
passed his Grade 2 clarinet, Aria who passed
her Grade 1 violin with merit and Ethan H who

passed his Grade 2 piano with merit. We are excited to be welcoming two new members of staff
We are so proud of all of you.

next term. Mrs Newman Sanders is joining the teaching
staff and will be leading French across Key Stage Two. Mr

>
P Paget will be a teaching assistant in Puo(o(lebridge Class. We

o dre sure that everyone will make them both feel very

welcome.

Miss Nellie enjoying
a story with Austin.

School dogs have

been proven to help We would also like to wish Miss Heritage qood luck in her new

develop pupils role at Aston. As you will be awadre, Miss Heritage has been a

reading skills,

tea\ching assistant with us for many years; in Se[o'tember, she

improve behaviour,
attendance and will return to us as a trainee teacher in Peartree Class. With

academic all her classroom experience, she reo\lly will make a wonderful

confidence, as well

teacher.

Intervillage Athletics

On Tuesday the 8t of July, the athletics team represented our school at the small schools’ intervillage athletics
event at Weston School.

The event itself was great fun - lots of races and field events, involving throwing and jumping. Our children
cheered each other on which really helped the competitors. They all tried their best and competed fairly, whilst
displaying our Christian values at all times. The children behaved impeccably throughout and were a credit to the
school, themselves and their families - we are very proud of them all!

A bonus was the infants won the infant cup, with the juniors coming second in theirs. Overall, our school achieved
second place - a great achievement!

Well done to all our competitors. We look forward to attending the event again next year.
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It really is wonderful to see so much passion for music in our school. Recently, our upper school singing group
performed as part of the Stevenage Festival at the Gordon Craig. They spent all day there rehearsing with other
schools before performing to a huge audience in the evening. Last week, we had our annual music evening in school
where we enjoyed performances from instrumentalists and vocalists from across the school — this certainly was a very
special evening. Yesterday, we enjoyed a fantastic concert from our Rock Steady bands. All four bands (The Rocksteady
Legends, Blue Rockin’ Heros, Shark Bites and Aston Rockers!) were absolutely amazing. We really are incredibly proud
of the level of engagement and participation in both curricular and extra-curricular music at Aston.
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Class News

Shackadell Class went on a fantastic
class trip to the local library. We
started the day by walking across the
fields to the bus stop by Sainsbury’s.
We took the bus to town which was
really exciting.

| We then went to the library where we
got our own library cards and were
able to borrow a book each. We had a
great time listening stories, singing
songs and exploring all that the library :
has to offer.

After the library, we walked through town and found a perfect picnic spot. We enjoyed playing at the new park
and even enjoyed reading under the huge pirate ship. After the park, we walked back to the bus station and
caught the bus back to Sainsbury’s. It was such a hot day so we decided to head into Sainsbury’s for a sneaky ice
lolly; we even tried to cool down in the freezers! Refreshed from our ice lolly stop, we walked back to school.
The children were

AN .. T




Class News

Peartree Class

We have finally made it through to the end of a busy year and what a lot we have done. We have finished
the year with our DT topic on ‘puppets’. This is alongside the history topic of ‘The Seaside’. We have looked
at different types of puppets and how they move. Next, we identified the different materials they were
made of before designing our own glove puppet - we listed the materials we would need in order to make it.
One, fun part was watching some TV clips of puppets in the past. We watched Emu, Sooty and Sweep,
Orville the duck and Cuddles the monkey. They were very funny. Here are some photos of us making our
puppets, using a running stitch to join the fabric together. We then decorated our puppets. We are very
proud of the final outcome.




Class News

Haffydown Class

This term, Haffydown have been diving into the fascinating world of Alberto Giacometti, a Swiss sculptor
known for his distinctive, elongated figures that capture the essence of movement and human expression.
Giacometti’s work often looks like stick people brought to life. They are full of energy and emotion. To start,
we practised sketching our own stick figures, focusing on how we could show movement and action with
just a few lines. We explored how a simple posture or angle could make it look like someone was walking,
running, jumping or dancing. Then came the exciting part — turning our sketches into 3D sculptures! Using
tin foil and clay, we created our own Giacometti-inspired figures. The results were absolutely amazing! Each
sculpture unique, full of personality, and clearly had lots of movement. Can you guess what each sculpture
is doing? Well done Haffydown, you did a fantastic, creative job!

ALBERTO
GIACOMETTI




Class News
Puddlebridge Class

In PE, we have enjoyed learning the key skills involved in playing golf. We practised how to putt and how to chip,
and we loved finding out about famous golfers. We were especially impressed by the highlights from recent
tournaments, such as The Masters.

In English, we have been exploring Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. We learned about the main characters and
key points in the plot, dipping into the original play script where we could. One of the highlights was performing
the epilogue in groups — scan the QR codes to take a look! It was a challenge to get to grips with the
Shakespearean language, but we think the final results are fantastic.

In maths, we have secured our understanding of converting measures. We played a domino-style game where
we matched equivalent measures using different units, before creating our own versions of the game to test
each other.

Finally, | want to say a huge thank you and well done to everyone who has been part of, and supported,
Puddlebridge Class this year. The children have grown so much in confidence, independence, and maturity since
September, and it’s been a joy to watch them develop into such thoughtful and resilient individuals. They are
more than ready for the next steps in their journey, and | couldn’t be prouder of each and every one of them.

Have a fun and restful summer!
Miss Pear




Class News

Danes Class

This half term, Danes class has entered into Shakespeare’s world by studying the
story of Macbeth. We began the unit with a memorable lesson on the ‘heath’ where
we met the three witches as they surveyed the aftermath of the battle between
the Scottish and Norwegian armies. This served as a great introduction to, not only
the story, but also the use of Shakespearian language which is sometimes rather

tricky to understand!
y Scan here to see some E"

videos of our learning! :

To support our learning of Oliver Twist and
develop our performance skills, we looked at a
contemporary poem ‘Paupers Wood’. We spent
time understanding the new vocabulary before
memorising it for our poetry recital. A couple of
trips to the park to practise it certainly helped to
make it memorable!

Scan to listen!

As is tradition, Year Six were invited to try out bell ringing at our wonderful church. All of us got to have a
go at this new and exciting activity. Some bells were very hard to ring and took a great deal of strength!

As we wrap up this amazing year together, | want to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you. Your
hard work, dedication, and enthusiasm have made this year truly special. Each one of you has brought
something unique to our classroom; it's been a joy to learn, grow, and laugh together.

From tackling challenges head-on to celebrating successes big and small, we've shared so many
unforgettable moments.

Wishing you all a joyful, relaxing, and adventure-filled summer. Enjoy every moment - you’ve earned it!

Miss anagan




Goodbye Year Six

Today, we say goodbye and good luck to our wonderful Year Six children. They are heading off to eight different
schools in September; whilst we are very sad to see them go, we know that they all have exciting times ahead.
They have been a wonderful cohort throughout their time at Aston St. Mary’s and we are immensely proud of
them all. They are ambitious, charming, adventurous, dedicated and lots of fun — all of these are qualities which
will secure them bright futures ahead. Please keep in touch Year Six! In true Aston tradition, they enjoyed a
leavers’ treat earlier this week. This included crazy golf and a meal at Prezzo.
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What amazing performances! We hope that everyone who was able to join us for one of the performances of
Oliver with a Twist this week would agree that the children did themselves proud. Thank you for providing such
wonderful costumes, for helping your child learn their lines and practise the songs. Thank you also for your
generous donations which will help to further resource music and performing arts provision in our school.

It really is wonderful to see the children’s confidence on stage build as they progress through the school. In
Shackadell, Peartree and Haffydown, the children perform their songs as a class with the lyrics and harmonies
developing in complexity. By Year Four, the children are excited to take on individual acting parts with some
including short spoken lines and group performances of songs. Year Five children all had speaking parts, some
with many lines to learn. By Year Six, the children are ready and enthusiastic to take on the challenge of the
larger parts and lead roles. It never ceases to amaze us how many children have the skill and confidence to sing
solos — we think you will agree that their performances were, once again, quite exceptional.

Well done to the entire cast — you make us all very, very proud!
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Hertfordshire
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3 Service

School Nursing

Hertfordshire Community
ptaid

Summer 2025

Public Health Nursing 5-19 Team Newsletter

Welcome!

How to contact us:
School Nursing Duty line:
0300 123 7572
(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)

Our referral website, Bfrii®

which also has %

information about our
service:

Please see below a link to our
workshop, with lots of advice and
support on your child’s emotional

health, returning to school,
and more.
http://ow.ly/Qn9G50KI17f

A fun and interactive website for
children to access health
information, and includes

Eye Development

Our Healthy Child & Young Person
Assistants have been visiting
schools to complete vision and
hearing screenings with children in
reception. We wanted to share tips
that may help with promoting
healthy eye development.

* Itis recommended that children
should spend at least 2 hours
outside every day, all year
round, for exposure to natural
light.

* Screen time should be limited to
30 minutes at time.

Too much screen time can
cause eye fatigue, blurry vision
and dry eyes.

If your child is referred to the eye

Go for a walk in nature and look at
as many things as they can
BE ACTIVE
Go on a bike ride or a walk

LEARN
Try a new activity or hobby

Hertfordshire
T Family Centre
Y Service

Water Safety

As the weather warms up it is
important that children are
supervised by a responsible adult
at all times:

Tips for water safety include:

Emptying paddling pools when
not in use

Ensuring ponds are not
accessible to children and
young people.

Teach children safe places to
swim where there are lifeguards
such as public swimming pools.
Ensure children are swimming
with appropriate floatation aids
and in depths they are
comfortable with.

Y i A

Here are some tips on sun safety.
For more information you can visit

i i clinic following screening, please
mwm‘m&m"' ensure that you attend the follow u|
i to allow any required
I h treatment.
ffor Ki s! -
Eive ways to wellbeing F
The five ways to wellbeing are a {
great resource to use everyday as
we go about our daily lives. TomT L
Encourage your child to use these Relaxation Strategy
tools - they could... Have you heard of ‘hot
CONNECT breathing'? Why not give this
Stay in touch with friends breathing exercise a go with your
GIVE child to keep them calm and
Draw a picture or write a poem for a relaxed...
loved one.
NOTICE Hot Chocolate Breathing

Sunscreen and sun safety - NHS
* Wear a wide-

M i ot hat
” shades the face,

neck and ears

« Protect your eyes
by wearing @@
sunglasses
e Coverupin
suitable clothing,

such as light-
coloured long

sleeves
]
==

Wear at least SPF 30
sunscreen - reapply it
after drying, sweating
or when it may have
rubbed off.

Hertfordshire
Family Centre
Service

Want to know more about the
Public Health School Nursing
team in Hertfordshire?

Check out our platforms:

https:/ /www.hertsfamilycentres.org/info-and-advice/
parents-and-mums-to-be/school-nurses.aspx#

www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing

07480 635 050

Confidential text message service ran by the school nursing team
for 11-19 year olds. Text in any health and wellbeing concerns

@hct_schoolnursing
@teenhealth.hct

@HCT_SchoolNurse

QHct SchoolNursing

www.healthforkids.co.uk/hertfordshire

www.healthforteens.co.uk/hertfordshire

School nursing duty number
0300 123 7572

9am - Spm Monday to Friday
(excluding bank holidays)

[IVHS |

Hertfordshire Community

NHS Trust

ORAL HEALTH FOR CHILDREN

WHAT IS
TOOTH DECAY?

The hard outer surface of a tooth is
broken down or damaged by bacteria
and acid making holes in the teeth, called

cavities. It can cause pain and

and cause problems with eating,
speaking, playing, learning, smiling and
socialising. Tooth decay occurs when
foods and drinks with sugars and

starches are left on the teeth.

TOP TIPS

® Brush teeth in the morning and at
bedtime for 2 minutes with fluoride

toothpaste

work as well

Use a pea-sized amount of toothpaste
Spit out after brushing and don't
rinse, otherwise the fluoride won't

Fizzy drinks, fruit juices and sugary

® Tooth decay is the most common
reason for hospital admission in
children aged 6-10

infections,
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® Children with poor oral health have an
increased risk of damage to adult teeth

There were 26,000
hospital admissions for
children needing dental
extraction in 2014 - 2015
(study carried out every 10 years)

WHERE TO ACCESS
A DENTIST

Scan the QR code or
search "Find a dentist”
for the NHS website.

SCAN ME

Dental care is free for

children and young people

aged 0-19 years old.

HOW TO MAKE IT FUN

® Everyone can brush their teeth together -

why not try a staring contest?

® Go electric?

® Brushing to the beat - why not
brush to your favourite song?

® Use a timer - see who gets to

snacks should be limited to mealtimes

two minutes without stopping

UK Health
Security

Agency

think

NEENES

It's not just a kids'
problem

Teenagers, young adults and anyone
who has missed their MMR
vaccination can get measles

starting around the

sore red eyes

cough
* aching and feeling unwell
Remember, if it could be measles - they
need to be in an area where they cannot pass
the infection to vulnerable patients such as the
immunocompromised and pregnant women.

For more information go to
www.nhs.uk/vaccinations

@ mmunisation

Helping to protect everyone, at every age



