
 

  

As we come to the end of the third week of the new academic 

year, the summer break now seems a long time ago! However, 

we hope that everyone had a lovely summer and was able to 

enjoy plenty of family time.  

We would like to welcome the children and families of 

Shackadell Class to our Aston School community. The children 

have made a fantastic start to their time with us, and it really 

is lovely to see them so happy and settled. Year Six are 

delighted to be Buddies with them; it makes us very proud to 

observe the care and support that they offer to their young 

friends whilst they share lunch together each day, when they 

read together on Friday mornings and play together outside at 

lunchtime. We would also like to welcome Nathanael who has 

joined us in Danes Class.  As well as welcoming new children, 

we have two new staff members who have joined our team: 

Rachael Newman-Sanders (who will be teaching in several 

classes, including French across KS2) and Dan Paget (teaching 

assistant in Puddlebridge Class). You can find out a bit more 

about them on page 4 of this newsletter.  

Our value this half term is Honesty. Honesty is the foundation 

of trust and responsibility. Being honest means telling the 

truth, admitting mistakes, and staying true to our values – 

even when it's difficult. When we practice honesty, we build 

stronger friendships, earn the respect of others, and create a 

positive and safe school environment. Honesty is a small act 

that makes a big difference. 

It has been a pleasure to visit classrooms since the beginning 

of term – there is a real buzz of learning around the school with 

all classes already working hard and producing some fantastic 

learning outcomes. Thank you for attending the Meet the 

Teacher sessions last week – we hope these sessions were 

very useful and informative.  

We hope you have a lovely weekend. 
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Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love. 
 
 

Diary Dates 
Wednesday 24th September – Cross Country event 

(Year 5 and 6 teams) 

Thursday 25th September – Flu Immunisations 

Friday 26th September – McMillan Non-coffee 

morning. Bring £1 donation for a cookie. 

Friday 26th September – Year 6 Height and weight 

screening 

Monday 29th September – Buddy Assembly 9:00am 

(Shackadell and Year 6 parents welcome to attend) 

Tuesday 30th September – Haffydown visit to British 

Schools Museum, Hitchin 

Wednesday 1st October – Peartree Class Florence 

Nightingale Day 

Friday 10th October – Harvest Festival 9:30am, St 

Mary’s Church 

Wednesday 15th October - Parents evening 3:30pm - 

5:20pm 

Thursday 16th October - Parents evening 3:30pm - 

7:20pm 

Friday 17th October - Non uniform day (PTFA) 

Monday 20th – Friday 24th October – Years Five and 

Six PGL Residential Trip 

Monday 27th – Friday 31st October – Half Term break 

Tuesday 11th November – Remembrance Service 

10:45am, St Mary’s Church 

Friday 14th November – Danes and Puddlebridge 

Classes visit to The British Museum 

Friday 14th November – Children in Need 

Friday 21st November - Non uniform (PTFA) 

Monday 24th November – Occasional Day (school 

closed) 

Friday 5th November - Christmas Fayre 3:30pm -

5:30pm 

Thursday 11th December - 2:30pm Shackadell 

nativity 

Monday 15th December - 9:45am & 1:45pm 

Christmas Services, St Mary’s Church 

Wednesday 17th December - Christmas dinner 

Thursday 18th December - Christmas parties 

Friday 19th December – Last day of autumn term. 

School finishes at 1pm. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

 

AUTUMN TERM 

Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 

Half Term – Monday 27th October 2025– Friday 31st October 2025 

Occasional day – Monday 24th November 2026 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 

Half Term – Monday 16th February 2026– Friday 20th February 2026 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 14th April 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 2026 – School closed 

Half term – Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026 

 
INSET DAYS (School closed) 
Inset day – Monday 1st September 2026 
Occasional day – Monday 24th November 2026 
Inset day – Monday 5th January 2026 
Inset day – Monday 13th April 2026 
Inset day – Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 

 

Some Thoughts and a Prayer - 

Honesty 

"Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom." 
- Thomas Jefferson 

"No legacy is so rich as honesty." 
- William Shakespeare 

"Honesty is more than not lying. It is truth telling, truth 
speaking, truth living, and truth loving." 
- James E. Faust 

"Integrity is telling myself the truth. And honesty is telling the 
truth to other people." 
- Spencer Johnson 

"When you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember 
anything." 
- Mark Twain 

"Being honest may not get you a lot of friends, but it’ll always 
get you the right ones." 
- John Lennon 

Dear God, 
Thank You for the gift of truth. 
Help us to be honest in our words, actions, and thoughts. 
Give us the courage to speak the truth with kindness, 
to admit our mistakes, 
and to do what is right even when no one is watching. 
Teach us to be trustworthy and true, 
so that we may build strong friendships and a caring 
community. 
May our honesty reflect Your light in the world. 

Amen. 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please 

log onto your School Gateway 

account via the website or the 

app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.55 

per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
76 

St. Paul’s 

 
83 

St. Albans 

 
55 

Coventry 

 
80 

 

 

Please be reminded that you can use 

the closed email address should you 

need to contact us out of hours. 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

  

Parking  

Please park considerately at drop-off 

and pick-up. Relationships with local 

residents are important to us and the 

safety of our children is paramount.  

If possible, please avoid School Lane 

altogether and instead park a short 

distance away from school (e.g the 

village hall car park) and then walk.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

Attendance Really Does Matter! 

 
Please be reminded of the importance of your child attending school every 

day unless they are unwell. When a child misses school, they miss 

important steps in their learning which can impact the progress that they 

are able to make over time.  

Attendance so far this term is 98.2%. 

 

School Uniform 

Reminder  

• Children should wear 

smart black shoes.  

• Socks should be plain 

white, black or navy blue.  

• Hair accessories 

should be small and 

discrete in school colours 

(black, white or navy 

blue)  

• No jewellery should 

be worn except plain 

stud earrings. Watches 

are also allowed (no 

smart watches)  

• Nail varnish should 

not be worn.  

 

Birthdays 

We would like to remind 
you that we are no longer 
able to distribute sweets or 

treats in school to 
celebrate children’s 

birthdays. Children will, of 
course, still receive a card 

from their classmates. 

 

Aston St. Mary’s is a NUT 

and SESAME FREE ZONE. 

Please ensure that packed 

lunches do not contain any 

products containing nuts or 

sesame (including products 

such as Nutella, humus, 

tahini and sesame seeds on 

bread/breadsticks). 

 
 

Deadline for Secondary School 

Applications 

Is your child currently in Year Six? 

The deadline for applications for 

secondary school places for September 

2026 is  

Friday 31st October. 

PE Kits 

PE lessons takes place both 

inside and outside so please 

make sure that your child 

has navy tracksuit bottoms 

for cold weather. Also, 

especially if your child 

wears tights to school, make 

sure that they have socks 

for PE. 

 

 



Welcome to Aston St. Mary’s 
 

  

 

Hello! My name is Rachael Newman-Sanders and I feel very 

lucky to now be part of the Aston School community. I will 

be teaching French to the KS2 children, as well as 

supporting the class teachers with other curriculum subjects. 

I have worked in Welwyn Garden City and Stevenage 

primary schools for the past 12 years. Before I had my four 

children, I worked as a news and education journalist - so 

will particularly enjoy helping children develop their writing 

skills. 

I enjoy spending time with family and friends as well as 

gardening and keeping fit. Please come and say hello if you 

see me at school. 

 

 

Hello, I'm Dan Paget and I am very excited to be starting as teaching 

assistant to Puddlebridge class here at Aston St Mary’s. 

I've always been very passionate about sharing knowledge and helping 

people achieve their academic goals. I changed career from full time 

software development in central London to primary school teaching in the 

village of Aston because seeing what a difference I could make to the 

children's lives made me see the value I could bring by teaching at a school. 

I'm an avid photographer, cyclist, amateur guitarist and lover of the 

outdoors. I love trying new things (especially if it's outside!) and throw 

myself fully into everything that I do.  

I look forward to an exciting year at Aston and all the surprises it will bring! 

 

 



Reading For Pleasure 

  Story Garden Summer Reading Challenge 

Wow! What a fantastic response to the ‘Story Garden’ summer reading challenge. As you are probably aware, 

the library service organise a reading challenge every summer to encourage children to maintain a reading habit 

over the summer break. Last term, the children enjoyed an assembly led by Brona Walker from Stevenage library 

during which they learnt all about this year’s challenge. We are delighted that so many children chose to take 

part, and it was lovely to see them so proudly sharing their certificates in assembly last Wednesday. 

 

At Aston St. Mary’s, we work hard to instill a passion for reading in all our pupils. To put it simply, reading increases 

life chances.  This is why reading is always prioritised in our school.  It is a skill that most of us take for granted 

and is essential for being able to get on in life. As a child grows up, being able to read well not only enables them to 

discover new facts and to learn at school, but also opens them up to a world of new ideas, stories and opportunities.  

 

Research shows children who read for pleasure will achieve more than those who don’t in later life. Studies have 

proved that an early love of reading can have life-long benefits resulting in academic success at GCSE level, ‘A’ level 

and beyond as well as higher income earning potential in adult life.  

 

The importance of spoken language cannot be underestimated; if a child aged five has poor oral language, the reading 

gap widens by an average of five years by the time the child is fourteen. Pupils who come to school with a reduced 

vocabulary find it more challenging to access meaning from reading and therefore read less because they find it 

challenging. As a result, they learn fewer words. On the other hand, pupils with wider vocabularies read more because 

it is less challenging and as a result further increase their vocabularies. 

 

To truly learn new words in the course of reading, children need to: 

• Read widely enough to encounter a lot of unfamiliar words, 

• Read texts complex enough to contain a number of unfamiliar words, 

• Have the skills to infer meaningful information from the context, 

• Encounter the word(s) a number of times. 
 

 

"Reading should not be presented to children as a chore, a duty. It should be offered as a gift."  

Kate DiCamillo 
 

We are proud of our well-stocked library and class book corners at Aston St. Mary’s; these are being 

continually updated with new titles and authors for our pupils to enjoy. Please do encourage your child to 

read daily at home and to talk about their reading. 
 

You really cannot give your child a greater gift in life then finding time to enjoy books together – no 

matter how busy our family lives can be, a few minutes with a book is absolutely key! 

 



Class News 
 

 

  

Shackadell Class 

We have loved welcoming our new children to Shackadell Class. It has been lovely to see so many smiling 

faces and the children have settled well into school life at Aston St Mary’s. Over the last couple of weeks, 

we have been exploring our indoor and outdoor classrooms. We have also spent a lot of time meeting and 

making new friends. We have loved getting to know our Buddies, who have been looking after us well. 

 

This last week we have been focusing on our own emotions using our class book ‘The Colour Monster’. We 

have also been thinking about all the things we are good at using the book ‘Super Duper You’. 

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

I can’t believe we are already at the end of week three! We have been learning lots in our lessons 

in Peartree Class. 

We are really focussing on how to construct and write a great sentence and have been using 

pictures as a stimulus for writing the best sentences we can.

 

In maths, we have been learning about place value, ordering numbers, placing numbers on a 

blank line and counting on from a given number in jumps of ten. 

 

We are looking forward to showing you all our work. 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

We are so proud of how well the children have settled into the new term. They have shown great 
enthusiasm, positivity and confidence as they embrace their learning. It has been wonderful to see 
them growing in independence each day and take part in their spelling, times tables and reading 
home learning. 

This half term, we have begun our fantastic new art unit, exploring the bold and vibrant work of 
Jean-Michel Basquiat. The children have experimented with a range of materials, including oil 
pastels, pencils, pens and charcoal. They will soon be trying out collage, paint and more as they 
create their own neo-expressionist abstract pieces celebrating their heroes. Our focus has been on 
encouraging children to be brave, to make their mark and to enjoy the creative process without 
feeling the need to copy another artist’s style. With just a little encouragement to embrace bright, 
bold and abstract approaches, the children have each followed their own unique artistic journey. 
Haffydown are very proud of their results so far! 

 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

  In English, we have been working so hard that we have already completed one book (Marcy and the 

Riddle of the Sphinx) and moved on to our next text (The Egyptian Cinderella). Marcy’s adventures in 

Egypt captivated us, while also helping us explore different sentence structures. To finish the unit, we 

retold the story in our own words, showing off our developing writing skills. We are currently halfway 

through The Egyptian Cinderella and are enjoying the challenge of building our reading skills – particularly 

making inferences and working out the meaning of new words in context – alongside our writing skills. 

 

 

  

 

 

Meanwhile, in maths, we have been 

extending our knowledge of place value 

by working with numbers up to six 

digits. A range of mathematical games 

have helped us to practise these skills in 

a fun and collaborative way. 

To support our history topic on the ancient 

Egyptians, we have also been developing our 

geographical knowledge. We began by 

locating Egypt on a world map and noticed its 

proximity to the Tropic of Cancer and the 

equator. From there, we explored its 

neighbouring countries and the significance 

of the River Nile. Understanding the location 

and climate is already helping us piece 

together ideas about how the ancient 

Egyptians lived. 
 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 
What a brilliant start to the year the children have made in Danes Class! 

To kick-start our English learning, we have enjoyed a unit based on the text ‘Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx’. 
We began our learning journey by describing our initial impressions before we wrote in role, as the protagonist, 
to express her inner feelings. Our learning journey provided us with all the tools we needed to have a go at 
writing our own retelling of the story - here is one for you to enjoy! 

 

 
 

 

We have now moved 
onto another story in 
English, linking to our 
historical learning, 
called ‘The Day of 
Ahmed’s Secret’ - a 
beautifully 
heartwarming story 
set in old Cairo. 

 
 
 

To begin our maths learning this year, we 
enjoyed ‘A Week of Inspirational Maths’ which 
included learning about how our brains work, 
how important it is to make mistakes and to 
challenge ourselves. Having a growth mindset is 
essential if we are to make the best possible 
progress. Each day, we enjoyed different 
investigations, many of which we worked 
together on. 

Our exciting historical learning ‘The 

Awesome Egyptians’ has certainly 

captured our interest. Before delving 

deep into the topic, it was crucial that 

we had a sound understanding of 

where Egypt is on a world map. We 

used atlases to identify the Equator, 

Tropics, continents and oceans as 

well as zooming in on Africa and 

getting to know the countries which 

border Egypt. These maps took a 

great deal of concentration, care and 

determination! 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


