
 

  

Diary Dates 

Monday 20th – Friday 24th October – Years 

Five and Six PGL Residential Trip 

Monday 27th – Friday 31st October – Half 

Term break 

Tuesday 4th November – Individual photos 

Wednesday 5th November – Clothing 

collection 

Tuesday 11th November – Remembrance 

Service 10:45am, St Mary’s Church 

Friday 14th November – Danes and 

Puddlebridge Classes visit to The British 

Museum 

Friday 14th November – Children in Need 

Friday 21st November - Non uniform (PTFA – 

bottle tombola) 

Monday 24th November – Occasional Day 

(school closed) 

Monday 1st December – Christmas 

Decoration Day. Wear a Christmas outfit 

(PTFA – donation for chocolate tombola) 

Friday 5th December - Christmas Fayre 

3:30pm - 5:30pm 

Monday 8th December – Christmas Concert 

6pm (Upper school & Lower school singing 

groups) 

Thursday 11th December - 2:30pm 

Shackadell nativity 

Monday 15th December - 9:45am & 1:45pm 

Christmas Services, St Mary’s Church 

Wednesday 17th December - Christmas 

dinner 

Thursday 18th December – Rock Steady 

bands Christmas concert 

Thursday 18th December - Christmas parties 

Friday 19th December – Last day of autumn 

term. School finishes at 1pm. 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 – Children return 

to school 

 

 

It really was wonderful that so many friends and family were able to join 

us for our Harvest service last week; the church really was full to capacity. 

We were so very proud of the children – they all sang beautifully, the Year 

Six children who led the prayers spoke clearly and with confidence and, 

for Shackadell Class, this was their very first church service with Aston St. 

Mary’s. They were amazing and, as usual, it was a delight to witness their 

walk to and from the church under the care of their buddies. Thank you 

to everyone for the harvest donations – these really do make a difference 

to those in need. Later in this newsletter, you can read about where these 

donations went.  

 

 
 

It has been a very busy half term since we started back in September. Lots 

of learning has taken place both in and out of the classroom and our 

curriculum has been enriched by a visit to the British Schools Museum in 

Hitchin to support Haffydown’s learning about Joseph Lancaster and a 

Florence Nightingale workshop to support Peartree’s learning about 

significant nurses in history. Shackadell Class have enjoyed an autumn 

walk around Aston. In addition, there have been many sporting 

opportunities which you can read about later in this newsletter. 

 

With one more week until half term, everyone is probably ready for a 

break. We have lots more planned for the rest of the term so please check 

the diary dates. New dates, added since the previous newsletter, are 

shown in red. 

 

Finally, a reminder that our current school value is Honesty - speaking 

the truth, owning our choices, and showing integrity every day. We hope 

that everyone enjoys a relaxing weekend and – looking ahead a week – a 

wonderful half term too. 
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Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love. 
 
 

On Monday next week, Years Five and Six will head 

off for a whole week of fun and adventure. They will 

be staying at the Marchants Hill PGL Centre in 

Surrey and experiencing lots of exciting new outdoor 

and adventurous activities. Please scan the QR code 

to check on the school website for regular updates 

about what they are up to throughout the week. 

 

http://www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk/


 

  

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

AUTUMN TERM 

Tuesday 2nd September 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025 

Half Term – Monday 27th October 2025– Friday 31st October 2025 

Occasional day – Monday 24th November 2026 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 

Half Term – Monday 16th February 2026– Friday 20th February 2026 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 14th April 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 2026 – School closed 

Half term – Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026 

 
INSET DAYS (School closed) 
Inset day – Monday 1st September 2026 
Occasional day – Monday 24th November 2026 
Inset day – Monday 5th January 2026 
Inset day – Monday 13th April 2026 
Inset day – Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 

 

 

Shining Stars were awarded 

to: 

Ethan, Baya, Toby P., Flynn, 

Ottilie, Charlie F., Daisy and 

Molly 

A Thought and a Prayer about Honesty: 

Honesty means telling the truth and being trustworthy in 

what we say and do. Sometimes, being honest can feel 

difficult - like when we worry about getting into trouble 

or hurting someone’s feelings. But honesty helps us to 

build strong friendships, because people know they can 

trust us. 

When we are honest, we feel proud of ourselves, and 

others feel safe with us. Even small honest choices - like 

admitting a mistake, returning something that isn’t ours, 

or telling the truth about how we feel - make a big 

difference. 

Honesty is like a light. It helps us see clearly, and it helps 

others see the kind of person we really are. 

Dear God, 

Thank you for always being truthful and loving. 

Help us to be honest in our words and actions. 

Give us courage to tell the truth, even when it’s 

hard. 

Teach us to be trustworthy friends and kind to 

others. 

May our honesty bring joy, peace, and kindness to 

our school. 

Amen. 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please log 

onto your School Gateway account 

via the website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.55 per 

meal 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
520 

St. Paul’s 

 
478 

St. Albans 

 
409 

Coventry 

 
432 

 

Please be reminded that you can use the 

closed email address should you need to 

contact us out of hours. 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

  

Attendance 
We are delighted that our attendance so far this term is an 

impressive 98.7% (compared to 95.5% nationally). This 

means that vast majority of children will be accessing the 

full curriculum without gaps in their learning. 

Well done everyone! 

 

 
Aston St. Mary’s is a NUT 

and SESAME FREE ZONE. 

Please ensure that packed 

lunches do not contain 

any products containing 

nuts  or sesame (including  

products such as Nutella, 

humus, tahini and sesame 

seeds on 

bread/breadsticks). 

 

Deadline for Secondary School Applications 

Is your child currently in Year Six? 

Please be reminded that the deadline for 

applications for secondary school places for 

September 2026 is Friday 31st October 

2025. 

We are proud of how we prepare children for 

this important transition and were delighted 

when a parent recently commented:  

‘Aston’s approach to home learning in Years 

Five and Six is helping my child in Year Seven 

cope with the demands of secondary school’ 

 

 
All are welcome to join us for our 

Remembrance Service at Aston Church 

on Tuesday 11th November at 10:45am.   

 

Year Six will be selling poppies and poppy 

merchandise on the playground before and 

after school during the first week of 

November. 

Reward Day 

Towards the end of each term, we organise a reward day 

for the children to enjoy. On this day, there are lots of fun 

activities for the children to take part in (e.g. bouncy 

castles, games etc). This is in recognition of their hard 

work and positive behaviour throughout the term. On the 

rare occasion that a child has needed repeated reminders 

about their behaviour, they will miss some of the time on 

this day in order to reflect upon how they can make better 

choices going forward. 

 

Year Five and Six – Residential visit to PGL Marchants Hill 

Next week, the children will take part in so many exciting new, 

adventurous outdoor activities. These include: 

Archery 
Rifle shooting 

Survivor 
Zip wire 
Climbing 

Tunnel trail 
Challenge course 

Orienteering 

Abseiling 
Raft building 

Problem solving 
Giant swing 

Sensory Trail 
Trapeze 

Archery Tag 
Eco Explorer 

 

In the evenings, they will enjoy fun team games and a campfire. 



Events 

  
MP Visit – School Council 

Recently, we had the privilege of welcoming our local Member of Parliament, Kevin Bonavia, to present badges 

and certificates to our newly elected school council. He spoke about his own experience of being part of a school 

council and explained how it inspired him to pursue a career in politics, where he now represents a much larger 

community as an MP. Kevin also shared insights into how the UK political system works and gave pupils a 

fascinating glimpse into life in the House of Commons. The nine children who have been elected as school 

councillors will represent their peers and act as the voice of their year groups. 

 

Buddy Assembly – Monday 29th September 

         

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Buddy assembly in which the children from Year Six introduced and 

welcomed their young buddies from Shackadell Class. They really have built special bonds with each other since 

the beginning of term, and this was reflected in the kind and thoughtful words written by Year Six. Equally special, 

were the portraits produced and shared by the Shackadell children – they had taken such care and these really 

did make Year Six very happy indeed. 

Our Buddy assembly is a true Aston tradition and certainly is a very special occasion indeed. 



Events 

   

The School Council visit the Foodshed 
 

Last Friday, we had the privilege of taking our School Council to visit the ‘Foodshed’. This is a local 
foodbank in Stevenage that supports people in our local community who are in need of food. We 
took all of Aston St Mary’s harvest festival donations and went as a team to deliver the food.  

 

When we got there, Mrs Holmes explained how the ‘Foodshed’ operates and what would happen to 
our donations. After we explored the area and saw how it all operated, it was time for us to get stuck 
in and do some work! We were able to sort all of the food, ready to be stored in the storage areas.  

 

Our next task was to make up some food bags ready to be given away. We had a list of items that 
needed to be placed in each bag. We worked in teams of three to locate each item and check it off 
the list before bagging it up. It is great to think that these bags will be given away to families in need. 

 

The School Council were amazing and worked really hard on their visit. It was really eye-opening 
to see how it operated and it was rewarding to know that we had helped support our local 
community. 
 

 

Harvest Festival – Friday 10th October 

Last Friday, the whole school walked to church for our first service of the year – Harvest Festival. 

Mrs Bird led the service with some Year Six pupils leading the prayers. Thank you to everyone for 

the generous donations of food which has been delivered to the ‘Foodshed’. This will support 

families across the whole of Stevenage. 

 

 

  



Sports Updates 

 

 

 

  

Cross Country 
We were delighted that 22 children from Years Five and Six (with two children from Year Four 
competing in the Year Five team) were able to represent our school at the Stevenage Sporting Future 
Teams Cross Country competition on 24th September. Seventeen schools from Stevenage and the 
surrounding area participated. We were immensely proud of everyone who took part – the children 
showed determination and resilience throughout. 
We achieved some very impressive results with our Year Six boys team winning their event; both Year 
Five teams (boys and girls) achieved fourth place, and our Year Six girls achieved eighth place. There 
were around 100 runners in each event – Ethan achieved a particularly impressive 3rd place medal! 

 

 

Swing Into Golf 
On September 30th, a group of children from Years Five and Six had a wonderful PE opportunity at 
the Stevenage Golf and Conference Centre in Aston. The sun was shining for the entire morning as 
they learnt about chipping, putting and driving before putting all our new skills into action on a par 
three course. They had a brilliant morning and came away positively buzzing! Miss Branagan and Mrs 
Brazier were incredibly proud of the children for their individual achievements as well as their support 
for one another. 

 



Sports Updates 

  Football 

We had an exciting start to the football season on Friday 3rd October. Our A team competed against 

four other teams at Bedwell School. They played brilliantly throughout - winning all but one of their 

games and the other drawing 0-0. The team showed great skill, sportsmanship and determination from 

start to finish. Well done boys! As a result of their success, they are competing today in the next round 

of the competition.  

Table Tennis 

    
 

 

A group of Year Five children had a fantastic 

morning on Wednesday this week. They 

represented Aston at a table tennis event at Barclay 

Academy. Seven children attended and competed 

against five other schools.  Our children showed 

incredible commitment and enthusiasm in 

preparing for the event; they have practised most 

lunchtimes (thank you to Miss Branagan for 

facilitating this) as well as arranging their own 

practice sessions in the evening and at weekends.  

The children showed great enthusiasm and 

sportsmanship; they represented Aston beautifully. 

Great fun was had by all.  

Our girls’ team won bronze, and the boys tied in 

third place. Well done to all the children involved 

and thank you to Mrs Brazier and Mr Paget for 

supervising the team on the day. 

 



Class News 
 

 

  

Shackadell Class 

Shackadell have been doing lots of outdoor learning this week. We were excited to invite our parents in for our 

annual autumn walk. We had a great time exploring our local area and searching for signs of autumn. We have 

been exploring the changes in colour and have been learning in class how to mix different colours linked to this 

learning. 

 

We have also enjoyed reading the Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson this week. We know this story really well and used 

a 3D and drawn story map to help us to retell it. During forest school, we made houses for each of the different 

characters from the Gruffalo story. 

 

 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

We had a great day based on our learning about significant nurses in history. I would like to say a special 

thank you to Spencer and Grace’s mums, Charlie’s dad and Mr Baker who came in to help with our busy day. 

We had a visit from Florence Nightingale and we learned so much. We were able to apply for jobs in Scutari 

hospital and as soldiers in Crimea. We had to fill out application forms and then had an interview with 

Florence, herself. We made medals, painted get well soon cards and decorated pill boxes for the wounded 

soldiers. We also made candle holders and sashes. There was a lot of lost luggage at the train station, and we 

had to sort through the artifacts enclosed and try to match the suitcase to the correct owner. After lunch, we 

took a trip on Florence’s boat ‘Vectis’ to the Crimea where we could begin our jobs. These included: soldiers, 

nurses, cooks, laundry staff, cleaners and gardeners. If you look at Peartree Class page on the school website, 

you can check out many more photos. 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

 

Haffydown Class stepped back in time on their fascinating history trip to learn all about Joseph 

Lancaster and what school life was like in pre-Victorian times. The children arrived dressed in 

character as 19th century pupils and spent the day role playing in a very strict Lancasterian 

classroom! They sat at long wooden desks, listened carefully to the monitors (older children who 

helped teach the lessons), and took part in reading at the semi-circles, making sure to follow every 

instruction from the formidable teachers. After exploring the Headmaster’s House and learning how 

schools were run in the past, the class took part in some energetic old-fashioned drill which is a kind 

of Victorian PE lesson! The day ended with the much-anticipated visit to the gift shop. The children 

behaved very well, even when the very strict Headmistress wasn’t watching, and we all agreed it was 

a truly wonderful and memorable day. 

 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

 

 

Year 4 have been bringing together their learning about states of matter in science and exploring the water 

cycle. We were fascinated to discover that all the water on our planet is the same water that has always existed 

and that scientists believe it was first brought to Earth by asteroids from space! 

       

We have begun learning about 

multiples and factors in maths. 

We enjoyed playing a game that 

challenged us to spot factors and 

multiples of different numbers - 

it really put our quick thinking to 

the test! 

 

In English, we have recently 

finished writing our own 

Biscuit Bear adventures. As 

our target audience was 

younger children, we had 

the wonderful opportunity 

to share our stories with 

Peartree Class. The children 

showed such kindness and 

care as they read their 

imaginative tales.  

 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 

 

 

 

 

Have a look at 

some of the 

impressive 

Egyptian pyramids 

we’ve created for 

our home 

learning. 

 

Please scan this QR code to 

see our learning journey from 

this term’s RE topic: 

What is the best way for a 

Muslim to show commitment 

to God? 

 

In art, we have been 
looking at the learning 
question ‘How do artists 
see the world?’ To begin 
our learning, we 
researched artists we had 
previously learned about in 
or out of school before we 
unpicked how they 
communicated how they 
see the world.  

We explored foreground, 
middle ground and 
background in a fun trip to 
the cricket field where we 
used view finders to focus 
on a small part of the 
landscape. We all spread 
out, finding our own space 
away from any distractions. 
The atmosphere was 
incredibly peaceful; you 
could have heard a pin 
drop!  

Back at school, we looked 
at two artists – Jane Adams 
and David Hockney. Their 
very contrasting approach 
to composition is helping us 
to refine our own unique 
style. Adams uses one- and 
two-point perspective 
whilst Hockney flattens 
space. We used Aston St 
Mary’s Church to 
experiment in both styles. 



 

 



 

 


