
YEAR 6 

ASSESSMENT 

INFORMATION
2026 Expectations



SATS AND TEACHER ASSESSMENT
Standard Assessment Tests

• Taken by Year 6 pupils

• Reading, Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling & Maths

• Provide a snapshot of  pupil’s attainment at the end of  the key stage

Teacher Assessment

• Writing and science

• Based on evidence gathered over the year

Why do we have SATs?

• So that information about achievement and progress of  pupils can be used by parents, 
secondary schools and the Department for Education.



KEY STAGE 2 SATS

• Expectations of  what a child can/should achieve by the end of 

primary school are high.

• Overall results for all schools are published on the government website 

– compare schools. 

• Our results vary significantly year on year as cohorts vary, and we are 

a small school.



SCALED SCORES
• Test scores are reported as ‘scaled scores’. These indicate whether 

your child is working at the required standard, working towards it or 

working at greater depth.

• A score of 100 will represent the expected standard.

• Each pupil’s raw score will therefore be converted into a scaled score 

between 80 and 120.
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Expected Standard
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THE TESTS
Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:

• Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)

• Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)

• Reading (60 minutes)

• Mathematics

❖Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

❖Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

❖Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

All tests are externally marked.

Writing is ‘Teacher Assessed’ internally. These assessments are moderated to 
ensure consistency between schools.



TIMETABLE - DATES
Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week beginning Monday 11th

May 2026.

Date Tests

Monday 11th May Punctuation, Vocabulary & Grammar (45 minutes)

Spelling (approx 15 minutes)

Tuesday 12th May Reading (60 minutes)

Wednesday 13th May Mathematics Paper 1 : Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Mathematics Paper 2 : Reasoning (40 minutes)

Thursday 14th May Mathematics Paper 3 : Reasoning (40 minutes)



SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND 

GRAMMAR

• A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting approximately 

15 minutes. Words are given in the context of  a sentence.

• Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar is a separate test.

• This test lasts 45 minutes and requires short answers and multiple-choice 

answers.

• A total of  70 marks are available across the two tests (20 for spelling and 

50 for PVG).

• Last year, 35 marks were required to reach the expected standard 

(standardised score = 100) and 54 marks to achieve the ‘higher standard’ 

(standardised score = 110+). These thresholds vary slightly year to year.



SOME QUESTIONS - SPELLING



SOME QUESTIONS – PUNCTUATION, 

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR



READING
• The reading test consists of  a single test paper with three unrelated reading 

texts.

• The least demanding text is first followed by two further texts of  increasing 

difficulty.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the text and 

answering the questions.

• A total of  50 marks are available.

• In 2025, 28 marks were required to reach the expected standard 

(standardised score = 100) and 40 marks to achieve the ‘higher standard’ 

(standardised score = 110+). These thresholds vary slightly year to year.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, other require short 

answers and some require an extended response or explanation.



SOME QUESTIONS - READING



SOME QUESTIONS 

- READING



MATHEMATICS

• Children sit three tests.

• Paper 1 (Arithmetic) lasts 30 minutes and covers calculation methods for 

all four operations, including fractions, decimals and percentages.

• 40 marks are available, so children need to aim for at least a mark a 

minute.

• Papers 2 & 3 (Reasoning) last for 40 minutes each. These include 

problems in real-life contexts, problem solving, geometry, algebra and 

statistics.

• 35 marks are available for each paper.

• In 2025, 58 marks (out of 110 in total) were required to reach the 

expected standard (standardised score = 100) and 95 marks to achieve 

the ‘higher standard’ (standardised score = 110+). These thresholds vary 

year to year.



SOME QUESTIONS - ARITHMETIC



SOME QUESTIONS - REASONING



SOME QUESTIONS - REASONING



WRITING

• Writing will be ‘Teacher Assessed’.

• Assessment is based on a range of work produced by the 

child over the year.

• Technical accuracy is essential.

• A sample of  schools are moderated each year to ensure 

consistency across schools – we expect to be moderated 

this year.

• The Teacher Assessment Framework (TAF) is used 

alongside exemplification materials to judge whether a 

pupil is working at the expected standard, towards the 

expected standard or at greater depth. Expectations are 

high!



TEACHER ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK –

WORKING TOWARDS THE EXPECTED 

STANDARD







AN EXAMPLE 

OF ‘EXPECTED 

STANDARD’



AN EXAMPLE OF ‘GREATER DEPTH’



PREPARING YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL

• High quality teaching and feedback, enables children to identify their strengths and 

areas for development.

• Teaching is supported by Mrs Avis who works with groups and individuals to meet 

needs.

• Practise answering SATs style questions in lessons and practise tests.

• Marked test papers and additional papers to practise at home.

• Working under timed conditions.

• Home learning via Seesaw will include key skills, practice questions and papers.

• Before school booster sessions for targeted groups – many more sessions this year 

than previously. 



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD

• Please DO NOT use past papers that are available online as we will be using all 
of  these in school. It is important that your child has not already seen them 
because we use them to identify next steps for learning.

• Most importantly – reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and 
that they should simply try their best. Praise and encourage! Growth mindset is 
needed.

• Ensure the best possible attendance in school and prompt arrival each morning 
– every single lesson is important, and skills are practised from 8:35am on 
arrival each day.

• Support your child with home learning, including use of  the spelling journal 
and reading, by providing a quiet environment and guidance where needed. 
Make sure tasks are completed on time. This will help to prepare them for the 
expectations of  secondary school.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt in school – ask them to teach 
you what they have learnt!

• Make sure your child gets plenty of  sleep and a good breakfast every day.



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD WITH 

ENGLISH
• Regular reading is essential – varied text types and authors (they won’t be 

able to choose in the test!).

• Talk with your child about their reading.

• Remember - good readers become good writers!

• Make sure spellings are practised regularly – check the Spelling Journal.

• Encourage the use of  a dictionary to check spellings and a thesaurus to find 

synonyms and expand vocabulary. 



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD WITH MATHS
• Regular arithmetic practise - mathsbot website, TTRS, daily practise of  

aspects they find challenging (e.g. long multiplication, long division)

• Make sure your child can tell the time.

• Encourage opportunities to calculate with money e.g. Finding change and 

calculating discounts in a sale.

• Use opportunities to weigh and measure e.g. using recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic – card games, dominoes, darts, 

chess, Countdown number challenge etc.

• When your child finds something difficult in maths, help them to see it as 

a learning opportunity – the more they practise the more confident they 

become!

• Avoid saying ‘I could never do maths either!’



WHAT HAPPENS ON THE DAY OF A TEST?

• Children need to be up in good time in order to eat a healthy breakfast.

• Arrive at school – on time.

• After registration, warm-up activities will take place. These will remind 

children of  key learning relevant to the test.

• Classroom will be organised so that the children cannot see each other's work. 

Some children may sit their tests in another room.

• All equipment will be provided, though children can use their own if  they 

wish.

• Papers are distributed, instructions given, and test begins.

• Children work independently, though they can raise their hand to ask for a 

question to be read to them (not in the reading paper).

• Regular time checks will be given.

• At the end papers are collected, sealed and locked away ready for collection.



AFTERWARDS

• Papers are collected.

• Papers are packaged up straight away and sent away for marking.

• They are marked electronically.

• Results are returned to school in July and shared with children and 

parents.

• Papers are not returned but can be accessed by school on-line.

• Re-marks can be requested if  we find any marking errors.

After SATs, Year 6 will be busier than ever! As well as lots more 

curriculum to cover, we will launch and cast the school production, 

there are lots of sporting events, bikeability and so much more!



ANY QUESTIONS?

PLEASE DON'T HESITATE TO 

CONTACT US SHOULD YOU HAVE 

ANY QUESTIONS.
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