
 

  

Diary Dates 
Monday 11th May – Thursday 14th May – 

Year Six SATs assessments 

Friday 15th May – Sports Day (PM) 

Thursday 21st May – Open Afternoon 

(2:00pm-3:00pm) 

Friday 22nd May – Non-uniform Day for 

governors IT project (donations via cash 

on the day or QR code) 

Reserve Sports Day (PM) 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May – Half 

Term Week 

Thursday 4th June – Shackadell Class to 

Hertfordshire Zoo 

Monday 15th June – Friday 19th June – 

Year Six Bikeability 

Monday 22nd June – Years Five and Six 

visit to Hazard Alley Safety Centre 

Music Evening (6pm) 

Monday 29th June – Peartree Class to 

Cuffley Camp 

Thursday 25th June – Class Photos 

Wednesday 1st July – Danes and 

Puddlebridge Classes to Wicksteed Park 

Monday 6th July – Haffydown Class to 

Celtic Harmony 

Tuesday 7th July – Intervillage Sports Event 

Monday 13th July – Year Six Leavers’ Trip 

(PM) 

Tuesday 14th July – Whole School 

Production 1:30pm and 6pm 

Wednesday 15th July – Whole School 

Production 6pm 

Friday 17th July – Last day of summer term 

9:30am Leavers’ Service 

1:00pm School finishes 

 

 

 

 

Since returning from the Easter break, it has been wonderful to see 
all the classes absorbed and engaged in their learning – this is 
evident throughout the school day, every day. So much has been 
achieved already, a taster of which is shared on our class pages.  

This half term, our whole school value is Respect - this underpins 
everything we do. We encourage all pupils to show respect through 
their words and actions—listening carefully, being kind to others, 
and valuing everyone’s ideas. By showing respect to one another, 
we create a positive and supportive environment where every child 
feels safe, happy, and ready to learn. There are some ideas towards 
the back of this newsletter about how you might explore the value 
of respect at home with your child. 

We are delighted to welcome our new teacher, Miss Smith, to 
Haffydown Class. We are very pleased to have her join our school 
community; she is already a wonderful addition to the team. She 
brings with her so much enthusiasm, care, and experience; she 
certainly has made a great start to the term.  Both children and 
parents alike, particularly those in her class, have certainly made 
her feel very welcome. 

Last week, our pupils in Years Three, Four and Five began their 
swimming lessons, and we are excited to see their confidence grow 
in the water. Swimming is such an important life skill, and it’s been 
wonderful to see the children approaching this with enthusiasm and 
determination. There are many exciting events planned for the term 
ahead, so please do keep an eye on the diary dates to make sure 
you don’t miss anything. We look forward to sharing lots of 
memorable moments together over the coming weeks. 

For our Year Six pupils, SATs are fast approaching. We are incredibly 
proud of their hard work and positive attitude, and we know they 
will do their very best. Thank you to families for your continued 
support at home during this important time. 

As we approach the Bank Holiday weekend, we would like to wish 
all our families a happy and relaxing break. We hope you enjoy some 
quality time together and return refreshed for the busy weeks 
ahead. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 14th April 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 2026 – School closed 

Half term – Monday 25th May 2026 – Friday 29th May 2026 

INSET DAYS (School closed) 
Inset day – Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 
 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027 

AUTUMN TERM 

Wednesday 2nd September 2026 to Friday 18th December 

2026 

Half Term – Monday 26th October 2026-Friday 30th October 

2026 

Occasional Day Monday 30th November 2026 – School closed 

SPRING TERM 

Tuesday 5th January 2027 to Thursday 25th March 2027 

Half Term – Monday 15th February 2027– Friday 19th 

February 2027 

SUMMER TERM 
Tuesday 13th April 2027 to Tuesday 20th July 2027 

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May 2027 – School closed 

Half term – Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 2027 

INSET DAYS (School closed) 
Inset day – Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Occasional day – Monday 30th November 2026 
Inset day – Monday 4th January 2027 
Inset day – Monday 12th April 2027 
Inset day – Wednesday 21st, Thursday 22nd July 2027 

 

 

 

A Thought about Respect: 

Respect is at the heart of a happy and 

safe school where everyone feels 

valued and included. The Bible 

reminds us in Philippians 2:3: “Do 

nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit. Rather, in humility 

value others above yourselves.” This 

encourages us to treat one another 

with kindness, listen carefully, and 

celebrate our differences. By 

showing respect in our words and 

actions, we help create a positive 

environment where everyone can 

learn and grow together. 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you for our school and the 

people in it. Help us to show 

respect to everyone we meet, 

through our words and our 

actions. Teach us to be kind, 

patient, and understanding, even 

when it is difficult. May we always 

remember to treat others the way 

we would like to be treated. 

Amen. 

 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please log onto 

your School Gateway account via the 

website or the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.65 per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
363 

St. Paul’s 

 
362 

St. Albans 

 
279 

Coventry 

 
285 

 

Please be reminded that you can use the 

closed email address should you need to 

contact us out of hours. 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

“Respect is how to treat everyone, not just those you 
want to impress.”  Richard Branson 

“We don’t need to share the same opinions to show 
respect.” Taylor Swift 

“No one is better than anyone else - we all deserve 
respect.” Serena Williams 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm
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Welcome to Aston St. Mary’s – Miss Smith 

 

Attendance – Holidays during Term Time 

We are concerned that recently, a significant number of children 

across the school have been absent from school due to holidays. 

Taking holidays during term time can have a significant impact 

on children’s learning. In school, lessons are carefully planned as 

part of a sequence, with each one building on the knowledge and 

skills developed in previous sessions. When a child is absent, 

even for a short period, they can miss key steps in this sequence, 

which may make it difficult for them to fully understand new 

concepts when they return. As a result, they may struggle to keep 

up and are less able to get the most out of their lessons.  

In most cases, attendance at Aston St. Mary’s is excellent; so far 

this year, 22 children have 100% attendance, and more than half 

of the children have in excess of 98%. We strongly encourage 

families to plan holidays during school breaks to help ensure their 

child can make the best possible progress.  

Sun Safety  

During the summer months, we would 

like to remind you of the importance of 

applying sun cream before school. 

Should this need to be reapplied in 

school, your child can do so themselves. 

Children are not allowed to share sun 

cream. Also, please ensure that your 

child has a sun hat for sunny days. 

Broad-brimmed, bucket style or 

legionnaire hats are recommended to 

adequately protect the face, neck, ears 

and cheeks. Please scan the QR code to 

view our sun safety policy. 

 

 

Summer Music Concert - Monday 22nd June at 6pm 

 
An opportunity for instrumentalists and vocalists to perform. 

If your child has music lessons at school or outside school and 

would like to perform, please save the date and look out for 

further details to follow. 

 

Please be reminded that Aston St. Mary’s 

is a NUT and SESAME FREE ZONE. 

Please ensure that packed lunches do not 

contain any products containing nuts or 

sesame (including products such as 

Nutella, humus, tahini and sesame seeds 

on bread/breadsticks) 

 
NUT AND SESAME FREE ZONE 

 

Hello, my name is Miss Jaydee Smith and I am delighted to have joined Aston St 
Mary’s as the new teacher of Haffydown Class. 
I graduated in 2023 with a degree in Primary Education, and teaching has always 
been a real passion of mine. From a young age, I knew I wanted to work with children 
and help create a positive, encouraging environment where they can grow in 
confidence and enjoy learning. 
My previous teaching experience has been in faith schools, which I have always loved 
because of the strong sense of community, shared values and the warm, supportive 
atmosphere they create for both children and staff. This is one of the many reasons 
I am so happy to now be part of Aston St. Mary’s. 
Outside of school, my best friend in the whole world is my Pomeranian, BamBam! 
My whole life revolves around him, and anyone who knows me will tell you I am 
always talking about him. 
I have absolutely loved my first few weeks with Haffydown Class already and I am so 
excited for the term ahead. 

 



Notices 
 

  
Congratulations! 

At the weekend, Lottie was fortunate enough to take part in 
Stevenage Boro's junior take over. Her sister, Tilly, got 
chosen last year – they are very lucky to have both had such 
a wonderful opportunity. Tilly was the junior health and safety 
officer, and Lottie was the referee at last weekend’s game 
against Lincoln. 
They had a great time and learnt loads. Lottie was keen to 
give her sister a red card!  

 
 

 Times Table Rockstars  
We are so impressed by the progress being made by many 
children in Year Two upwards in securing their recall of 

multiplication facts using Times Tables Rockstars. Children 
in Year Four will soon be taking their multiplication check 
– this is a government test for all pupils in Year Four. The 
expectation is that, by the end of Year Four, children are 
fluent up to 12 x 12. We now have many children achieving 
this level of fluency by the end of Year Three or even Year 
Two – regular practise on TTRS really is the key to success.  

Keep up the great work – securing fluency really does 
impact positively upon learning across the maths 

curriculum. 

 

Congratulations! 

 
On Saturday, Darcie ran the TCS mini 

London marathon and raised over £400 for 

The Brompton Fountain.  

Great work Darcie! 

 

Lost Property 

Every week, a significant number of items of clothing make their way to lost property – very few 

of these ever get reunited with their owners. 

Once again, please can we remind you to ensure ALL ITEMS ARE CLEARLY NAMED so 

that they can be easily returned to your child.  

Name labels can be purchased quite cheaply and in bulk from suppliers such as Amazon. If you 

choose to write your child’s name instead, then please check this is still clear after washing. 

 

Should you wish for us to celebrate an achievement of 

your child’s on our newsletter, please email details to: 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

 

Congratulations! 

 
 

Aria participated in the Corsham 2K run 
and won her category for under 9s 

female. She ran an incredible personal 
best time of 8:53 mins. Her sister, Ellie, 

competed in the under 7s run and 
achieved 4th place. 

 
Amazing work girls! 



Class News 
 

  

Shackadell Class 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning all about ospreys and many other birds who are nesting at the moment. As 

part of forest school last week, we made our own nest.  

 
We have also been learning about something that travels a little further into the sky – the Artemis II 

space shuttle trip around the moon! Emily, in Shackadell Class, was lucky enough to be in Florida during 

the time that the shuttle launched. She sent us a video to show the launch in the distance. We have 

been watching videos of the shuttle on take-off, what it is like in space and how the astronauts 

travelled back to Earth. As part of our STEM learning, the children worked together to make 

parachutes – just like that used by the pod returning to Earth. We tried different materials and 

dropped them from height to see how the parachutes worked. 

 

 

 

Shackadell Class are thrilled to tell you that the Ospreys that we 

have been watching for the past four years are back in their nests 

in Loch Arkaig in Scotland. Pupils over the last few years have 

enjoyed watching these ospreys on the nest webcams and this 

year we are very excited the see that Louis and Dorcha are back 

on nest two and Garry and Aurora are back on nest one. Please 

scan the QR code to have a look at these beautiful birds as they 

nest and prepare to lay eggs! 

 



Class News 
  Peartree Class 

We are enjoying our music topic this half term. The song is called ‘It’s OK, (Please Just Say)’ and is all about 

what to do when we are feeling sad. We are making sock puppets to help us feel better and we had an art 

session drawing what we could see on the field. In an upcoming lesson, we will be writing about the different 

things that make us feel better and ‘freestyling’ to the music. 

We are also learning sign language to go with the words to the song. Please scan the QR code to have a look at 

some of us signing the chorus. 

“It’s OK if you're not feeling OK. 

It’s OK if you're not feeling your very best today. 

It’s OK if you're not feeling OK. 

You don’t have to keep those feelings locked away. 

Please just say.” 
 

In our geography topic this term, we will be looking at India and comparing it to the United Kingdom which we 

looked at last half term. Here is a look at a fact file. 

 

 

We look forward to sharing much more of our learning throughout this term. 

 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

  

Haffydown Class 

Haffydown Class have had a wonderful start to the summer term and, with a new teacher, we have really 

enjoyed getting to know each other. We already have lots to be proud of and the children have settled back 

brilliantly after Easter. 

 
In English, we have been developing our narrative writing skills, using description and exciting ideas to 

improve our stories. In PSHE, we have been exploring families and discussing how all families are different. 

This links closely to British Citizenship, helping us understand respect, diversity and how we live together in 

our community. 

Year Two have been enjoying Commonwealth Games activities, showing great teamwork and determination. 

Year Three have also impressed everyone with their fantastic behaviour as they have started swimming with 

the older children in school. 

We have been working hard to support each other in group activities. In Music, we have been learning Three 

Little Birds, which has been so much fun to sing together. We are also really enjoying our class reader, The 

Nothing to See Here Hotel, which has been very funny and has given us lots of exciting new vocabulary to use 

in our own writing. 

It has been a fantastic start to the term, and we are looking forward to all the learning and adventures ahead! 

 

Year Three have begun an exciting science 

topic all about plants, investigating 

different questions about how plants grow. 

We started with a nature walk, observing 

leaves and different plants around school, 

and have planted sunflower seeds in 

different conditions to see how they grow. 

 



Class News 
  Puddlebridge Class 

 

In RE, we have been studying the key question: When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost? To help 

us remember key parts of the story, we explored the idea of a ‘Pentecost box’ – a box containing different 

objects that symbolise parts of the story. For example, a candle represented fire that rested on the heads of 

the disciples, and a French dictionary symbolised how the disciples were able to speak in different languages. 

During the lesson, we recorded our ideas on post-it notes as we moved around the room, considering the 

significance of each object. 

 

 

As part of Year 4’s Living 

Things and Their Habitats 

unit in science, we explored 

the school grounds to collect 

information about the living 

things present, particularly 

invertebrates and plants 

within the habitat. During 

our exploration, we 

generated interesting 

questions about local 

habitats and discussed how 

we might go about finding 

answers to them. 



Class News 
 

  

Danes Class 

 
For the past few weeks, Danes Class have been exploring powerful and challenging historical learning about 
Thomas Clarkson and the Transatlantic Slave Trade. This topic has had a profound impact on the children, 
who have approached their learning with great maturity and sensitivity. Many have felt shocked and 
saddened as they uncovered the realities of this period in history; they have responded with empathy, 
respect, and a genuine desire to understand more. 
Throughout our discussions, the children have asked thoughtful and insightful questions, showing a deep 
engagement with the topic and a willingness to reflect on difficult truths demonstrating a real desire to 
understand both the past and its impact on the world today. Their respect for those who suffered, as well 
as their admiration for individuals like Clarkson who worked to bring about change, has truly shone through. 
Danes should feel incredibly proud of the way they have handled such an important and emotional subject, 
demonstrating not only historical understanding but also compassion and integrity. 

  

  

We will be finishing 
this learning over 
the next couple of 
weeks exploring 

what inspired 
Thomas Clarkson to 

fight for the 
abolition of slavery 
as well as modern-

day slavery. 

 



 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  



 

  



 


