Aston St. Mary’s Newsletter

Our value this half term is Respect

www.astonmarys.herts.sch.uk

22" May 2026

Every child is a treasure - small in size, growing in God's love.

Diary Dates

Monday 25t May - Friday 29t May — Half Term
Week

Monday 15t June — Sports Day 9:30am

Thursday 4" June — Shackadell Class to
Hertfordshire Zoo

Friday 5t June — PTFA Colour Run 3:15 — 5pm
Friday 12th June — Postal museum to visit school
(Shackadell, Peartree & Haffydown)

Monday 15 June - Friday 19t June — Year Six
Bikeability

Friday 19t June — Non-uniform Day for governors

IT project (donations via cash on the day or QR
code)

PTFA Father’s Day Gift Shop

Monday 22" June — Years Five and Six visit to
Hazard Alley Safety Centre

Music Evening (6pm)

Thursday 25t June — Class Photos

Monday 29t June — Peartree Class to Cuffley
Camp

Wednesday 15t July — Danes and Puddlebridge
Classes to Wicksteed Park

Monday 6t July — Haffydown Class to Celtic
Harmony

Tuesday 7t July — Intervillage Sports Event
Thursday 9t July — Class changeover day. Year Six
visit secondary schools.

Friday 10t July — Non-uniform Day for governors
IT project (donations via cash on the day or QR
code)

Monday 13t July — Year Six Leavers’ Trip (PM)
Tuesday 14t July — Whole School Production
1:30pm and 6pm

Wednesday 15t July — Whole School Production
6pm

Thursday 16t July — Rock Steady Concert

Friday 17t July — Last day of summer term
9:30am Leavers’ Service

1:00pm School finishes

It really was wonderful to see so many parents, family and
friends at our open afternoon yesterday. This is always a
fantastic way to celebrate the learning that goes on across our
school throughout the year; it is lovely to see the children so
proud to share their books and their classrooms as well as
exploring the rest of the school with you. Thank you to
everyone who was able to attend.

Last week, Year Six completed their SATs assessments; we
were immensely proud of the children — they approached
their tests with confidence, determination and positivity.
Their papers are externally marked with results expected early
in July. Shortly after the half term break, Year Four will
complete their multiplication tables check (MTC) and Year
One will complete their phonics screening check; both of
these are statutory for all pupils in these year groups. Year
Four have been working hard on TTRS to ensure that they are
fully prepared and secure in their knowledge of all tables up
to 12 x 12; this will enable them to tackle the upper Key Stage
Two maths curriculum with confidence.

As you can see from the dates list, the remainder of the
summer term is very busy with trips, sporting activities and
lots, lots more. Weather permitting, we will enjoy Sports Day
on the first day back after the half term break. Every class will
be enjoying a day out over the coming weeks starting with
Shackadell’s visit to Hertfordshire Zoo. Peartree Class are to
visit Cuffley Camp to experience some outdoor activities,
Danes and Puddlebridge Classes will enjoy a fun-filled day at
Wicksteed Park and Haffydown Class are to immerse
themselves in Stone Age life at Celtic Harmony. Years Five and
Six are also going to visit the Hazard Alley Safety Centre in
Milton Keynes.

Classes are now beginning to work towards our whole school
end of year production — Grimm, Once Upon a Musical. These
shows are always a wonderful way to close the academic year
with the whole school working together to produce what
promises to be a fantastic performance.

We would like to wish everyone a happy and relaxing bank
holiday weekend and half term break. We look forward to
welcoming the children back to school on Monday 1% June.
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026
SUMMER TERM
Tuesday 14th April 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026
Half term — Monday 25" May 2026 — Friday 29t" May
2026

INSET DAYS (School closed)
Inset day — Monday 20 and Tuesday 215t July 2026

ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027
AUTUMN TERM
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 to Friday 18th
December 2026
Half Term — Monday 26th October 2026-Friday 30th
October 2026
Occasional Day Monday 30th November 2026 — School
closed
SPRING TERM
Tuesday 5th January 2027 to Thursday 25th March 2027
Half Term — Monday 15th February 2027— Friday 19th
February 2027
SUMMER TERM
Tuesday 13th April 2027 to Tuesday 20th July 2027
Bank Holiday — Monday 3rd May 2027 — School closed
Half term — Monday 31st May 2027 — Friday 4th June
2027

INSET DAYS (School closed)

Inset day — Tuesday 1st September 2026

Occasional day — Monday 30th November 2026

Inset day — Monday 4th January 2027

Inset day — Monday 12th April 2027

Inset day — Wednesday 21st, Thursday 22nd July 2027

House Point Winners
Well done to St.Paul’s House for
earning the most house points this half

School Meals

To order school meals, please log onto your
School Gateway account via the website or the

app.
DINNER MONEY FEES £3.65 per meal
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Please be reminded that you can use the closed

email address should you need to contact us out
of hours.

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk

Congratulations to the following
children who were awarded
this week — we are very proud of
you all.

(Danes) and
(Peartree)

A Thought about Respect:

term! At our school, we believe that respect is at the heart of
everything we do. Respect means listening carefully,
speaking kindly, valuing one another’s differences, and
treating everyone as we would like to be treated
ourselves. By showing respect to our friends, teachers,
families, and community, we follow the example of

House Points

Canterbury

St. lbans

Jesus and help make our school a happy, caring, and
welcoming place for all.

Dear God,

- Thank you for the gift of our school community. Help
500 us to show respect in our words and actions each day.
Teach us to be kind, patient, and thoughtful towards
others, and to care for the world you have given us.
May we follow Jesus’ example and spread love and

peace wherever we go.

Amen.
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Notices

Staffing for the Academic Year 2026-2027

Class Year Group/s Teacher/s
Shackadell Class Reception Mrs Holmes and Mrs Lale

Peartree Class
Haffydown Class Year Two and Year Three Mrs Baker

Year One and Year Two Mrs Jennings (currently Miss Pear)

Puddlebridge Class Year Four and Year Five Miss Smith

Danes Class Year Five and Year Six Miss Branagan

Class allocations will be shared later in the term in advance of class changeover day (Thursday 9" July). On this

day, the children spend much of the morning in their new classes with their new teacher and support staff. Years
Two and Five will be split according to their dates of birth.

As you are already aware, Mrs Branagan (assistant headteacher) will be retiring in July. Instead of appointing a
new assistant headteacher at this time, both Mrs Holmes and Miss Branagan will be stepping up to become senior
teachers.

Congratulations! Summer Music Concert -
Monday 22" June at 6pm

Congratulations to
Hayden who recently
passes his Grade Two

Clarinet exam.

We are so proud of you,
Hayden.

An opportunity for
instrumentalists, vocalists and
the choir to perform.

'

If your child would like to
perform, please see letter sent
on Monday 18" May for details.

CAL

Please be reminded that Aston
St. Mary’s is a NUT and SESAME
FREE ZONE. Please ensure that
packed lunches do not contain
any products containing nuts or

sesame (including products
such as Nutella, humus, tahini LOSt ProDertv
and sesame seeds on
bread/breadsticks).

Please make sure that items of
clothing are clearly named — this
enables us to return lost items to
their owners. This is particularly
important in the warmer weather
as children take off their jumpers

NUT AND SESAME FREE
ZONE




Sports Updates
Year 3 Golf

On Monday this week, eight Year Three children
represented Aston at a golf competition organised by
Stevenage Sporting Futures at Aston golf club. They
participated in six fun-filled activities to gain points for
our team. We were very proud that the team were
awarded the ‘honesty’ award at the end of the
tournament. It is wonderful to see children
demonstrating our school values. It really was a pleasure
to spend the afternoon with such an enthusiastic and
dedicated team.

Axe Throwing

On Tuesday, each class enjoyed their first experience of axe throwing! In a high-energy and competitive
session, the children practised their technique and had lots of fun along the way.
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Class News
Shackadell Class

Over the last three weeks, we have been learning all about lifecycles and growing. We have learned
specifically about the lifecycle of ladybirds, butterflies and frogs. We are all able to tell you the
order in which they grow and change and even know some words such as transformation and
metamorphosis. We have been looking out for these creatures in our school grounds. Last week,
we even had a magpie in our classroom and then a child in Year Five had a mouse in their school
bag! It made us wonder why the wildlife were trying to come to our school, so we wrote a book
about it.

As part of our learning about growing, we have been talking about how we all started as babies
and are growing up. We have been thinking about all the things we can do now that we couldn’t
do when we were babies. We were very lucky to have a visit from Pixie’s new baby brother who is
less than two weeks old! It was interesting learning all about him. We also had our annual ‘baby
day’ where we each bring in a doll or soft toy to care for all day. We had to feed them, change
them, play with them and settle them. We were very busy being responsible for their care.




Class News

Peartree Class
Can you believe it? Only half a term left to go until the end of the school year. It has gone so quickly. We
have an action packed final half-term coming up. We finally finished our sock puppets and we loved learning

the sign language for our song.
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In  geography, this
week we learned how
to do Bollywood
dancing and it was
really fun. You might
have seen the clip on
Seesaw.

Our art topic, based on the American artist Deborah Roberts has now finished. Through her artwork,
Deborah wants people to understand that although we are all different, we are strong and beautiful. She
often adds details to her photo collages using different media such as paint. We used pictures from
magazines to create collages of people. There are a few famous people - see if you can spot them. We then
made our own collages using parts of photos that we took of each other.




Class News

Haffydown Class

Haffydown Class have continued to work incredibly hard this half term, and we have enjoyed lots of exciting
learning across the curriculum.

In History, we have been learning about life in the Stone Age and Iron Age, discovering what homes, tools
and daily life may have been like during these time periods. In English, we created a class book full of
descriptive stories inspired by How to Catch a Star. We used some fantastic vocabulary and worked really
hard to make our writing imaginative and detailed.

We have also begun our new Art unit focusing on the artist Cecilia Vicufia. Did you know she created
sculptures on the beach designed to be swept away by the sea, showing that beautiful things do not have
to last forever? We loved exploring this idea and thinking carefully about the meaning behind her artwork.
We have now finished our class reader, The Nothing to See Here Hotel, which we all really enjoyed, and we
are very excited to discover what we will be reading in Summer 2!
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We have also come to the end of our Year Three
Science uniton plants; we used all of our learning

to create informative booklets to showcase

. . . everything we have discovered throughout the
In RE, we have been exploring miracles in y g g

the Bible and discussing what miracles
mean to different people. We have
enjoyed creating our own “miracles”,
which led to some very thoughtful and
reflective discussions.

Haffydown loved making their own
pizzas in cookery club — thank you to
Joyce for giving the children this
opportunity.




Class News
Puddlebridge Class

We have been learning about the artist Jacob Lawrence and how paintings can be used to tell a story. We
explored how he used bold colours and simple shapes in his style, known as Dynamic Cubism. We have now
completed our own series of paintings inspired by his work. We think our pieces look cohesive as a series
because they share a similar colour palette and help to tell the story of our class.




Class News

Danes Class

Last week, Year Six completed their SATs assessments. They had a fantastic week and made us very proud as they
arrived in school happy and relaxed each day, tackling each and every test paper with confidence and
determination. They enjoyed lots of time outdoors after the papers as well as a party in the park on the final day.
After their final test, they were very excited to receive their leavers’ hoodies which they will enjoy wearing until
the end of term.

Danes have loved their recent learning in English which was inspired by ‘Arthur Spiderwick’s Field Guide to the
Fantastical World Around You’. During this unit, they have written for many different purposesincluding: a warning
poster, a free verse poem, a diary entry, a live-action news report, a character description and an explanation. To
complete the unit, we produced our own class Field Guide; in this, each child created their own imaginary creature
and wrote and illustrated their own double page for the guide.




