
 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 29th June – Peartree 

Class to Cuffley Camp 

Wednesday 1st July – Danes 

and Puddlebridge Classes to 

Wicksteed Park 

Clothing collection  

Friday 3rd July – Year 6 to 

Fairlands (Commonwealth 

event) 

Monday 6th July – Haffydown 

Class to Celtic Harmony 

Tuesday 7th July – Intervillage 

Sports Event 

Thursday 9th July – transition 

day (Year 6 at new schools) 

Friday 10th July – whole 

school photo 

Monday 13th July – Year Six 

Leavers’ Trip (PM) 

Tuesday 14th July – Whole 

School Production 1:30pm 

and 6pm 

Wednesday 15th July – Whole 

School Production 6pm 

Thursday 16th July – Rock 

Steady Concert 

Friday 17th July – Last day of 

summer term 

9:30am Leavers’ Service 

1:00pm School finishes 

 

 

The weeks certainly do seem to be running away with us now with the end 
of the school year rapidly approaching! There has been so much going on 
in school and there are many more events planned between now and the 
end of term – please remember to keep an eye on the dates list. Rehearsals 
for Grimm – Once Upon a Musical are well underway. If you have a child 
in the upper school, thank you for supporting them with learning their 
lines. It certainly promises to be a great performance and an exciting end 
to the school year.  

Since our last newsletter, Shackadell have been to Hertfordshire Zoo and 
Years Five and Six have visited Hazard Alley. Several more offsite visits are 
coming up with Peartree Class due to visit Cuffley camp on Monday, Danes 
and Puddlebridge Classes heading to Wicksteed Park on Wednesday and 
then Haffydown Class off to Celtic Harmony the following week. As well as 
these offsite visits, Year Six have completed their bikeability training, 
we’ve enjoyed Sports Day and also a fantastic Colour Run. Year One have 
recently completed their phonics screening check and Year Four their 
multiplication check. We are very proud of how confidently the children 
approached these assessments as they were well prepared, and their 
learning is secure. 

Our music evening on Monday was a very special occasion; for a small 
school, we certainly do have lots of musical talent and it makes us 
incredibly proud to see so many children engaging in musical enrichment. 
We enjoyed 41 individual performances alongside 47 children singing in 
the choir – well done to everyone involved. Later in the term, we look 
forward to our Rock Steady bands performing.  Spaces in our Rock Steady 
bands are always in high demand, and a waiting list is in operation. With 
Year Six leaving us this term, there will be spaces available for Reception – 
Year Six in September. Details about how to sign up are included towards 
the end of this newsletter. Places are offered on a first come first served 
basis – so please act quickly! 

This half term, we are focusing on the value of perseverance. Perseverance 
means continuing to try, even when something feels difficult or 
challenging. We are proud of how we see this value being demonstrated in 
school daily – whether it be when rehearsing for our whole school 
production, tackling new learning in lessons, on the sports field or at the 
swimming pool.  

We wish everyone a happy, relaxing and, perhaps, slightly cooler weekend 
and look forward to seeing the children back in school on Monday. 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 
 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 14th April 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026 

INSET DAYS (School closed) 
Inset day – Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 
 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027 
 

AUTUMN TERM 

Wednesday 2nd September 2026 to Friday 18th 

December 2026 

Half Term – Monday 26th October 2026-Friday 30th 

October 2026 

Occasional Day Monday 30th November 2026 

– School closed 

SPRING TERM 

Tuesday 5th January 2027 to Thursday 25th March 

2027 

Half Term – Monday 15th February 2027– Friday 19th 

February 2027 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 13th April 2027 to Tuesday 20th July 2027 

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May 2027 – School closed 

Half term – Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 

2027 

 

INSET DAYS (School closed) 
Inset day – Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Occasional day – Monday 30th November 2026 
Inset day – Monday 4th January 2027 
Inset day – Monday 12th April 2027 
Inset day – Wednesday 21st, Thursday 22nd July 2027 

 

 

 

A Thought about Perseverance: 

Perseverance means continuing to do 
our best, even when something is 
difficult or takes a long time to 
achieve. At school, we show 
perseverance when we keep practising 
our reading, solving challenging maths 
problems, or learning new skills. As 
Christians, we remember that God is 
always with us, giving us strength and 
encouragement to keep going. By 
persevering, we grow in confidence, 
resilience, and faith. 

Dear God, 
Thank you for loving and supporting us 

every day. Help us to persevere when we 
find things difficult and to keep trying 
even when we make mistakes. Give us 

courage, patience, and determination to do 
our best in all that we do. May we trust 

in You and encourage one another to 
never give up. 

Amen. 

 

School Meals 

To order school meals, please log onto your 

School Gateway account via the website or 

the app. 

 DINNER MONEY FEES £3.65 per meal 

 

 
 

 

 

House Points 

Canterbury 

 
351 

St. Paul’s 

 
351 

St. Albans 

 
292 

Coventry 

 
287 

 

Please be reminded that you can use the closed 

email address should you need to contact us out 

of hours. 

closed@astonmarys.herts.sch.uk 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/269836.htm


Notices 

 
 

 

 

We are incredibly proud of Lily for using her voice to make a 

difference beyond the classroom. After writing a thoughtful letter to 

the Prime Minister about the gender pay gap, Lily received a personal 

reply from Downing Street thanking her for raising this important 

issue. Her determination to speak up about fairness and equality is a 

wonderful example of how young people can help shape the world 

around them. Well done, Lily, for showing that every voice matters! 

Grimm 

– Once Upon a Musical 

 
Performances:  

Tuesday 14th July: 1:30pm and 

6:00pm  

Wednesday 15th July: 6:00pm  

 

You should already have received 
information about how to book 
tickets for these performances.  
The children are working hard to 
learn the songs and their lines for 
what promises to be a fantastic 
show. 
Please inform your child’s teacher as 
soon as possible should your child 
have any reason not to be able to 
attend all three performances. This 
is a whole school production which 
takes a lot of planning, organization 
and rehearsing; it relies on each and 
every member of the cast! 

Goodbye Mrs Heritage  

– we’ll miss you! 
On Wednesday next week, we will be saying goodbye to 

the wonderful Mrs Heritage who is leaving Aston, after 

many years of dedicated service, to begin the next 

exciting chapter of her career as a teacher. During her 

time at Aston, as a Teaching Assistant and more recently 

as a trainee teacher, Mrs Heritage has touched the lives 

of countless children with her kindness, patience and 

commitment. She certainly has been a valued member of 

our school community and will be very greatly missed by 

both staff and children alike. 

We thank her for everything she has contributed to Aston 

and wish her every success and happiness as she 

embarks on her teaching career.  

Mrs Heritage – we know that you will be amazing! 

 
 

Sun Safety 

Please be reminded of the importance of 

staying sun safe. Children should be 

coming to school with sunscreen already 

applied. This can then be reapplied during 

the day when required. Your child should 

have a sun hat and water bottle in school 

with them every day. 

                



Enrichment 

 
 A Visit to Hazard Alley Safety Centre in Milton Keynes 

On Monday, Years Five and Six visited the Hazard Alley Safety Centre in Milton Keynes where they learnt 

important messages about drugs and alcohol during a workshop session. This included what drugs are and how 

they affect us as well as about the laws surrounding the use of drugs and how to identify risky situations and make 

the right choices. They also visited the safety village where they were immersed safely in an everyday world of 

risks and dangers. The children were led through twelve everyday scenarios where they had to identify hazards 

building their confidence, skills and strategies to keep themselves and others safe. Staff and volunteers commented 

on how knowledgeable, polite and well-behaved the children were. They made us very proud! It was also wonderful 

to see how well our PSHE curriculum prepares our children for life in the wider world - they knew so much already 

and were confident to share and discuss essential safety messages. 

 

 

Bikeability Training 

Congratulations to our Year Six pupils 

who successfully completed their 

Bikeability training. Throughout the 

programme, the children developed 

important cycling skills, learned how to 

ride safely on the road, and gained 

confidence as independent cyclists. They 

showed excellent determination, focus, 

and responsibility, and we are very proud 

of their achievements.  

Well done, Year Six! 

HIIT Workout – Fit Kidz 

As part of National Sports Week, every 

class recently took part in an energetic 50-

minute HIIT (High-Intensity Interval 

Training) session led by Chris Bull (owner 

and managing director of Fit Kidz). The 

children threw themselves into all the 

activities with enthusiasm, demonstrating 

determination and resilience throughout. 

It was fantastic to see everyone 

challenging themselves and enjoying the 

physical benefits of such an active session. 

 



Enrichment 

  

 

On Tuesday this week, the 

children enjoyed a visit 

from Brona Walker - 

librarian from Stevenage 

library. They were very 

excited to hear all about 

this year’s summer reading 

challenge –  

Read to 

the Beat 

It is vitally important that 

children maintain a 

reading habit over the 

summer break; this 

challenge encourages 

children to read six books 

over the holidays. On 

completion of the challenge, 

they will receive a 

certificate and a medal (we 

would love to see these in 

school).  

For further information, 

please visit: 

 

 

Summer Music Concert – Monday 22nd June 

What a fantastic celebration of musical talent! Almost sixty 

children took part in our summer music concert on 22nd June. 

Despite the warm weather, they performed to a packed hall, 

full of family and friends.  

The choir performed three times during the evening – they 

were truly wonderful, bringing together children from Years 

One to Six in a vibrant celebration of music and community. 

It really is inspiring to enjoy so many young voices singing 

with such enthusiasm, confidence, and joy. The older 

children set a fantastic example for the younger members, 

creating a supportive and inclusive environment where 

everyone can shine. Their dedication, teamwork, and love of 

singing make every performance something special.  

We were also delighted to hear performances from our 
talented instrumentalists and vocalists, showcasing a 
wonderful range of instruments including piano, violin, 
saxophone, cello, cornet and clarinet. The performers 
represented every stage of the musical journey: some were 
taking their first steps as musicians, while others 
demonstrated the skill, confidence and artistry that comes 
from years of dedication and practice. Every performance was 
a testament to the hard work, perseverance and enthusiasm of 
our children. 

It is incredibly rewarding to see so many pupils embracing the 
wider musical curriculum and developing not only their 
musical abilities but also the confidence to perform in front of 
an audience. Music plays such an important role in enriching 
school life, and occasions like this highlight the talent, 
commitment and courage of our young performers. A huge 
well done to everyone who took part - we are immensely 
proud of each and every one of you. 

 

 

 



Colour Run 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic event our first ever colour run was! It really was wonderful to 

see so many children taking part and they really did have so, so much fun. We 

would like to extend a HUGE thank you to the whole PTFA team as well as to 

Kala (Freddie’s mum) for organizing the event – what a great team! Also, well 

done to the school council for their brilliant idea to make sure that the staff got 

covered in paint too! 

The colour run raised an impressive £1,100 to benefit all the children of 

Aston St. Mary’s. 

 



Class News 
 

 

Shackadell Class 

Shackadell Class have been taking part in 30 Days Wild organised by the Wildlife Trust. We have 

spent some time every single day focusing on nature and the environment. We have observed 

animals and insects in our local area and on webcams. We are also watching some caterpillars as 

they grow and change into butterflies. We have also been focusing on cleaning up our school 

grounds by litter picking. We went on a nature scavenger hunt around the school with our buddies 

and created some fantastic posters with them. We also toasted marshmallows on a campfire with 

our buddies which was such a fun experience! On one of the really wet days, we had the best time 

jumping around in the puddles on the playground. It has been wonderful spending time every day 

focusing on the natural world and we have learned so many new things. 

 

 

On one of the days, we had a fun time making pictures of our Dads using rocks and other natural 

materials – they made lovely Father’s Day cards. 

 



Class News 
 Peartree Class 

We have started our DT topic about healthy eating and have looked at the different food groups and the 

‘Eatwell Plate’. We will be designing and making our own dips and choosing dippers to go with them. We 

enjoyed tasting and have evaluated some existing dips: Salsa, guacamole, raita, tzatziki, garlic and herb and 

thousand island. We will be making our own dips very soon. 

 

In our history topic about The Titanic, we have looked at the sequence of events leading up until it sank. The 

children were each given a ‘ticket’ to board the ship and had to use evidence to work out whether they were 

first, second or third-class passengers. We then wrote postcards home telling our family what we could do 

on board the ship.  

 

 

 



Class News 

 

 

 

Haffydown Class 

Haffydown Class have continued to enjoy a busy and exciting half term, with lots of fantastic 
learning taking place across the curriculum. 
In RE, we have been exploring the importance of sharing in Sikhism and learning about how 
Sikhs show kindness and generosity through serving others. As part of our learning, we 
created our own versions of diva lamps and enjoyed reflecting on their significance. 
In English, we have been exploring the wonderful stories of Katie Morag, which have inspired 
a range of different writing. We have enjoyed immersing ourselves in life on the Isle of Struay 
and using our imaginations to create our own pieces of work. 

 
We are now halfway through our new class reader, The Creakers, which we have been 
thoroughly enjoying. The mysterious story has kept us guessing and sparked lots of interesting 
discussions. 
Despite the recent hot weather, we have been trying our best to stay cool and continue with 
our fantastic learning. We are very proud of the resilience and positive attitudes that everyone 
has shown and are looking forward to all that the rest of the term has in store. 

 

We also took part in a Fit Kidz fitness course, 
where we had the opportunity to try a variety of 
different exercises and activities. We showed 
great enthusiasm, determination and teamwork 
throughout the sessions. 
 



Class News 
 Puddlebridge Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been using our multiplication skills to convert between different units of measure. We 

enjoyed playing a domino-style game to practise our conversions before designing and creating our own 

games. 

     

In Art, we have been learning about the artist Ai Weiwei, focusing on his famous installation, Sunflower 

Seeds. We explored the meaning behind the artwork and discussed themes such as individuality, community 

and mass production. We then recorded our own visual responses, using drawing and annotation to 

communicate our thoughts, ideas and feelings about the piece. 

 

 

We have been learning about The Tempest, focusing on the 

setting and being introduced to the main characters. We read 

an argument between two key characters, Prospero and 

Caliban, in the original Shakespearean language before 

performing it in groups. This helped us to develop our 

understanding of the characters and explore Shakespeare’s use 

of language. If you scan the QR Code, you can watch our 

performance. 

  



Class News 
 

 

Danes Class 

In Design and Technology, we have made our own pencil cases. We began by researching 

different designs – we looked at different materials that were used and the different fastenings. 

We also practised using the sewing machine again – we learnt to use one last year when we 

made our cushions. Our pencil cases fasten with a zip; some of us put the zip at the top, others 

chose to have it on one side (either near the top or in the middle). Lots of us are now using our 

pencil cases every day in school.  

 

   

   



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


